
September 3, 2012 

Mr. Lloyd Jordan 

Preserve Our Green Space 
In Sheridan-Kalorama 

2229 Cahfornta Street N W • Washmgton, DC 20008 

Chair, Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Mr. Clifford Moy, Secretary 
Board of Zoning Adjustments 
441 4th Street N.W. Suite 200 S 
Washington, DC 20001 

~· BZA 18398; 2130 Bancroft Place, N.W. 
Party Request by Preserve Our Green Space in Sberidan-Kalorama 

Dear Chair Jordan and Secretary Moy: 

This is written to request party status in the Board of Zoning Adjustment hearing of the 
variance application BZA 18398 for September 18,2012 at 9:30AM. 

Please find attached our completed Form 140 together with continuation pages. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

/- /C~ 
£?': .. Saone B. Crocker 

President 

cc: ANC 2D: Dr. David Bender, Chair 
Mr Eric Lamar, Vice Chair 

Saone B Crocker, Prestdent, POGS 
Kmdy French, President, SKHA 
Sally Lichtenstein Be~ SKHA 
Debonth Carstens, 2128 Bancroft Place N. W. 
Melinda Bieber, 2132 Bancroft Place, N.W. 
Marie Drissel and R. Curtis Bristol, 2135 Bancroft Place, NW 
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AITACHMENT: Party Status Request Preserve Our Green Space in Sheridan-Kalorama 

BOARDOFZONINGADWSTMZT 
Dlstrfctof~IJIA 

CASE NO. /ll1 Saone B Crocker, President, POGS • 202 256 4777 • saonec@aol com 
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• • • BEFORE THE ZONING COMMISSION OR • .. • - -- BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA -

FORM 140- PARTY STATUS REQUEST 

Before completing this fonn, please review the lnstructtons on the reverse side. 
Print or type all information unless otherwise lndfcated. All information must be completely filled out. 

Preserve Our Green Space in Sheridan-Kalorama (POGS) 

2229 California St NW 

202 332 0183; 267 240 8771 james_pepper@msn.com 

BZA 18398 ;2130 Bancroft PI NW 

1 AhstofwitnesseswhowiDtestifyontheparty'sbehatf, James R Pepper (see attached) 
Z A summary of the testimony of each witness (Zoning Commission only), 

3 An indication of which witnessa will be offered as expert witnesses, the areas of expertise in which any experts will be offered, and 

the resumes or qualifications of the proposed experts (Zoning Commission only), and 

4 The total amount of tune being requested to present your case (Zoning Commission only) 

PARTY STATUS CRITERIA· 

Please answer!!!] of the follow111~ questions referencin~ why the above entity should be ~ranted party status. 

1 How will the property owned or occupied by such person, or In which the person has an interest be affected by the action requested of 

the Commission/Board? (see attached continuation sheet) 
z What legal interest does the person have in the property? (Le. owner, tenant. trustee, or mortgagee) 

3 What is the distance between the person's property and the property that is the subject of the application before the 
Commission/Board? (Preferably no farther than 200ft.) 

4. What are the environmental, economic, or social Impacts that are fikety to affect the person and/or the person's property if the action 
requested of the Commission/Board is approved or denied? 

5. Describe any other relevant matters that demonstrate how the person will likely be affected or aggrieved if the action requested of the 

CommiSSion/Board is approved or denied. 

6 Explain how the person's Interest will be more sJgnificantly, diStinctively, or uniquely affected in character or kind by the proposed 

zoning action than that of other persons in the general public 

Except for the applicant, appellant or the ANC, to participate as a party in a proceed in~ before the 
Commission/Board, any affected person shall file with the Zoning Commission or Board of Zoning Adjustment, 

this Form 140 not less than fourteen (14) days prior to the date set for the hearing. 



PARTY WITNESS INFORMATION: CONTINUATION PAGES 

BZA 18398, 2130 Bancroft Place, NW, DC 20008 

Preserve Our Green Space in Sheridan-Kalorama (POGS) 

Form 140- Party Status Request CONTINUATION SHEET 

PARTY WITNESS INFORMATION 

1. A hst of witnesses who will testify on the party's behalf 

James R Pepper, of 2219 Callforma St NW Washmgton, DC 

2. N/A 

3. An indication of which witnesses will be offered as expert witnesses, the areas of expertise in 
which any experts w1ll be offered, and the resumes or qualifications of ~he proposed experts; 

James Pepper, m 37 years with the Nattonal Park Service (now rettred), has managed several major 
cultural resource, h1stortc preservatton and natural resource projects mcludmg coordmatmg act1v1ttes for 
slgmfteant restoratton projects, has coordmated and superv1sed programs mvolvmg preservation of 
properties on or ellg1ble for the NatiOnal Reg1ster of H1stortc Preservation and Nat1onal H1stortc 
Landmarks He has worked m leadmg preservation, leg1slatton and approprtat1ons act/VIttes at the 
nat1onal, reg1onal and local levels, mcludmg, as examples, as the leg1slat1ve pomt person m Washmgton 
on major nat1onal preservation leg1slat10n and locally as ExecutiVe Dtrector of a nat1onal herttage area 
w1th over 10,000 h1stortc properties, the Blackstone R1ver Valley m Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
often c1ted as the natiOnal model for reg1onal herttage area preservation efforts 

He has been a member of numerous preservation and economte development boards of dtrectors­
mcludlng Save The Bay m Rl and the Northern Rl Econom1c Development Partnership and Blackstone 
Valley Chamber of Commerce, and has been commended for h1s work by among others the 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island legislatures, the Prov1dence Rl Chamber of Commerce, 3 US Secretartes 
of the lntertor (both parttes}, Senator Edward Kennedy, Senator Chuck Schumer, and Pres1cjent J1mmy 
Carter 

He has testified before the DC H1stortc Preservation Rewew Board and the DC Zonmg CommiSSIOn, the 
New York Ctty Counctl, US Congressional Comm1ttees, Massachusetts public ut1ltt1es commiSSIOn, the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency; the General Serv1ces Adm1mstrat1on and several c1ty and town 
governments among others He currently IS appomted by the US Secretary of the lntertor to the Paterson 
National H1stoncal Park Adv1sory Board, to rewew the development and Implementation of preservation 
plans He 1s on the Board of Preserve Our Green Space m Shertdan-Kalorama 

4. The total amount of time being request to present your case 

Th1s testimony w11/ take approximately 5 mmutes 

PARTY STATUS CRITERIA: 
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1. How will the property in which the person has an interest be affected by the actton requested of 
the Commission/Board? 

The m1ss1on of Preserve Our Green Space m Sheridan-Kalorama 1s to research the hJStoncal Significance 
of the public and pnvate green space m Shendan- Kalorama, to mventory and to preserve the green 
space that 1s character defmmg to the h1stonc landscape of that neighborhood Th1s proposed project 
would ellmmate a major pnvate garden of SlgmfJcance and benefit to the neighborhood and the City 
th-at would alter s1gnif1cantly the character of the Shendan-Kalorama H1stonc D1stnct The loss of th1s 
garden and the compromise to the d1stmct1ve streetscape dtvers1ty would be a precedent far future 
eros1an to zonmg and HistoriC DistriCt protection m the neighborhood, and would thereby be a d~rect 
Impact on the lives and properties of board members and neighborhood assoCiates and supporters. 

2. What legal interest does the person have in the property? 

ThiS party has no property mterest m 2130 Bancroft Place, but has an mterest through 1ts orgamzat1onal 
m1ss1on that the legal protections of the DC H1stonc Preservation Law are enhanced and accordmgly 
generally opposes prowdmg the benefit of zonmg vanances that would undermme the publiC benefit of 
landscape and streetscape and historic green space mtended by the Historic Preservation Law 

3. What is the distance between the person's property and the property that ts the subject of the 
application before the Board of Zoning Adjustment? 

Th1s Party holds no property as an orgamzat1on, but for 2130 and all nearby propert1es, 1ts purpose IS to 
work to sustam and enhance the legal protections for h1stonc landscape, the green space and the 
streetscape for all the properties wlthm the Shendan-Kalorama H1stonc DistriCt 

4. What are the environmental, economic, or social impacts that are likely to affect the person and/or 
the person's property if the action requested of the Board is approved or denied? 

The green space and the "harmomous d1Vers1ty'' of the neighborhood are major reasons for the quality of 
l1fe m the neighborhood and the value of the properties The loss of this garden and d1stmct1Ve character 
of the streetscape would be an 1mmedrate loss of value to every resrdent, and as a precedent of simrlar 
future vanances, be a threat to the ne~ghborhood as a whole Gardens have demonstrated physiCal and 
psychologiCal value to the health of the Crty and to adjacent ne1ghbors and future res1dents of 2130 
Bancroft Place As a neighborhood, Shertdan-Kalorama was des1gned as a "City Beautiful" development, 
an architectural movement specifiCally estabftshed to brmg the healthful effects of abundant gardens 
and vegetatron to City centers for purposes of publiC health Any loss therefore to gardens by prowdmg 
thiS vanance would affect the mtended healthful character of the neighborhood, affect the economiC and 
physiCal hEtalth of the neighborhood res1dents, and comprom1se the current mlt1at1Ve of the City and the 
Mayor to enhance the Green qual1tres of the Ctty of Washmgton 

5. Describe any other relevant matters that demonstrate how the person wtlllikely be affected or 
aggrieved if the action reguested of the Board is approved or denied. 

The economiC value of the propertieS of Shendan-Kalorama IS buoyed up by the confidence new buyers 
have that the ex1stmg Historical Preservation Law and h1stonc easements w1/l protect the character of 
the neighborhood. Prospective buyers will lose that confidence that the h1stonc character of the 
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neighborhood w11/ be retamed if such vartances as th1s are approved It IS the dtstmct1ve architectural and 
streetscape dtvers1ty and vanety of the properties that together create a great sense of architectural 
harmony, as spectjtcally noted m the Htstortc Dtstnct Nommatton of the Shertdan-Kalorama Htstortc 
D1strtct The fa~ade redestgn has been adm1tted by the architect to be a del1berate attempt to 
homogemze the netghborhood Currently, 2128 Bancroft Place and 2130- once the ballroom to 2128 
Bancroft- are companion pieces with similar roo/lines and you can «read" this h1story of the 
netghborhood m the extst.tng destgn Thts plan, by addmg the enttrely different mansard roof destgn of 
2132 Bancroft Place to 2130, would make unreadable the htstortc connectiOn of 2130 Bancroft Place and 
contnbute to the uncharactenst1c homogemzat1on of the Htstonc Dtstnct Thts unfortunate result should 
not be facilitated by the vanance as sought. 

6. Explain how the person's interest will be more significantly, distinctively, or uniquely affected in 
character or kind by the proposed zontng action than that of other persons in the general public. 

Preserve Our Green Space m Shertdan-Kalorama (POGS) ts the only orgamzatton m thts neighborhood 
focused as 1ts m1ss1on to preserve the green h1stonc landscape of the neighborhood, mcludmg the green 
space and streetscape diVerstty, as 1dent1/ted m the H1stonc Dtstrtct Nommatton of the Shendan­
Kalorama Htstonc Dtstnct In 1ts Decision to s1gn off on thJS Nominat.ton the HPRB speetftcally sa1d the 
character of the netghborhood as a green «enclave" m the mner c1ty makes the D1stnct d1stmct, and of 
value to the C1ty as a whole The enttre orgamzat1onal purpose of th1s applicant for Party Status would 
be umquely affected 1f a vanance to destroy the garden of 2130 were approved 

# # # # 
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