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Richard S. Nero., Jr. 
Deputy Director of Operations 
Office of Zoning 
Government of the ·District of Columbia 
44 I 4th S~ NW, Suite 200/21 O-S 
Washington De 20001 

2824 14th Street NB 
Wasl:dngton DC 20017 
September 10, 2012 

Re: Formal protest from aft'ccted property oWQerS reprdiag Application 
Number l 8391 (Applieation of St. Mary's Missionary Baptist Church, 
281114tb Street, NE, WashiD~ton DC for a varlanee from the lot oeeupau.ey 
reqidreme_.._ under Sedioa 403; a variaace from the rear yard reqainiDillt. 
under Section 404 and a variance frolll the court reqldnmeuts ander Seedoll 
406) 

Dear Mr. Nero and Board Members of the Office of Zoning: 

We are Writing to fonnally protest the application of St Mary's MissioDaty Baptist Ch~~ 
located at 2811 14th Street NE (S~ 4020, Lot 29) for three variances from the lot occupancy 
requirements under Sections 403, 404. and 406 in the R-1-B District. 

The church has failed to contact Us directly regarding the proposed c~es and we have been 
poorly informed regarding·their requestS fot the tbree variances cited above. We 'gllderstand 
from other neighbors that the ~urch has been eqUally remiss in notifying them di.rectly of ap.y 
proposed changes. We cannot but SUspect that the church's failure tc;J coQfllct us ditectly is 
intentional as the proposed changes wUl all advenely iD;lpact the surtounding property owners. 

C~ndy, St. Mary'~ Church is housed in a small one--story building. The architecture of this 
building and surroundings are in keeping with the immediate surrounding neighborhood which is 
a residential area, with the sole exception to this being St. Mary's Missionary Baptist Church 
itself. The small size of the church has meam that traffic, especially on Sund~ys, has beeJ:J 
contained and has not caused any real problems to the surrounding neighbors. 

The proposed addition to St. Mary's Missionary Baptis:t Chu:rth will raise the rootline, pushing 
parts of tte building up to add a second story and a steeple, restricting views a1.1ci, more 
important, creating a densely built up lot in the middle of a neighborhood known for its green 
spaces. It appears from the plans that the building's footprint will be at least doubled. with the SEP 1 1 
building itselfbeing pushed right up to the edge of the property line. 
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The proposed addition will also dramatically increa..~U: traffic on our street, especially on SUiidays. 
As tbis section of 14th Street is, with the' exception of St Mary's Missionary Baptist Churcl1. a 
resi@ntial area with single family home& and driveways, we are concerned this will cause 
serious congestion. 

While we do not oppose some expansion and we understand that this might occur, the proposed 
expansion ~s simply too large for the lot and the neighborhood-as indicated by the fact tbey 
need a variance to do this. 

We regret tbat we cannot attend this meetblg in person to protest this. Unfortunately, our work 
schedules do not allow us to attend this meeting. 

Yours sincerely, 

I c,_/1~ 
--.u~~-~j~~~v~ ~v~' 

~7n.Ltrl 
Benjamin L. Apt and Al~ord, property owners, 

2824 14th Street NE, Washington DC 
202-269-1463 (home phone) 
202-997-9443 (cell) 
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