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May 5. 20 12 

The Beverly Court Cooperative 
1736 Columbia Road, NW 

Washington, D C 20009 

Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affai rs 
Office of Zoning 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th Street. NW 
Washington, DC 20001 

To Whom It May Concern: 

-.. 
z: 
G") 

1 am writing to you in regard to Zoning Case Number 18348, which is a request for a 
Zoning Exception that has been made by Jubilee Jumpstart in order to continue to operate 
their Day Care Center at 2525 Ontario Road, NW. On behalf of the Board of Directors of 
the Beverly Court Cooperative, which is located directly next to 2525 Ontario Road, I am 
writing to oppose their request because of the harm that an exception granted in 2006 has 
been causing, and that a new exception would continue to cause our Cooperative and its 
members. The primary issue is the high volume of noise that occurs almost daily in the 
outdoor play area, which our residents who live on the side of the building that borders 
the day care center are unable to avoid. A number of our residents who are affected by 
the noise are either retired or work from home. 

Our building and all the other apartment buildings that surround tbe Jubilee Jumpstart 
play area are very dose to each other and to the Jubilee building at 2525 Ontario Road, 
NW. Our block has no alleys which might add a little space buffer between the 
buildings. Consequently, all play area noises echo from building to building and are 
thereby magnified. None ofthe narrow spaces dividing the buildings were designed to be 
a playground. Additionally, there is a continuing rat infestation on this block. This leads 
us to wonder about the health and safety of the children playing there. 

Much of the day care center's outdoor space is only several feet from our apartment 
windows. The noise problem that currently exists because of the day care center is an 
unreasonable and unfair infringement on the daytime lives of residents ofBeverJy Court 
and, as such, should not continue to be permitted by the District. 

Over the course of201 0, the Beverly Court Board of Directors and other residents of the 
cooperative had quite a number of conversations about the noise with Mr. Joe Collier, 
who was then the Chair of the Board of Directors of Jubilee Jumpstart. These 
conversations took place via phone, email and face-to-face meetings. Jubilee Jumpstart 



finally proposed building a fence that was supposed to dampen the noise between our 
properties. The fence has not been effective at all in cutting down the noise. Jumpstart 
also promised to plant a thick layer of vegetation on their side of the fence - this was to 
help further with the noise abatement. As of now, none of that planting has been done. 

We ask that the Zoning Board not grant this exemption from the law because the zoning 
laws were instituted to allow the city to grow reasonably. and to allow its citizens to live 
with the expectation of a reasonable environment. We ask that the Board act in a fair and 
proper manner and not give preferentiaJ treatment to one group in a manner that hurts that 
group's neighbors. 

If the BZA does decide to grant the exemption, we ask that it make Jumpstart sign an 
agreement to take the children to neighborhood parks for their outdoor play rather than 
letting them use the narrow space adjacent to the daycare center. 

Thank you for considering our situation. 

Sincerely. 
John Taht 

~~ 
Beverly Court Cooperative 



BZA Case 18348 
Party Status Request - Beverly Court Cooperative 
List of Witnesses 

We are still struggling with the schedules of those who may attend the hearing and serve 
as witnesses. One or more of the foJJowing will testify as witnesses. AJI are members of 
and reside at Beverly Court. 

Steve McKevitt 
Genie Wright 
Margaret Devoe 
John That 
Hank Leland 


