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After graduating from Cornell University with a professional degree in Architecture in 1975, 
Eric Colbert moved to Washington, D.C. to accept a position with the noted architectural firm Arthur 
Cotton Moore Associates. His work there included production of design and construction documents 
for numerous apartment and office building projects throughout the metropolitan area, including the 
historic Old Post Office Pavilion on Pennsylvania Avenue. Mr. Colbert was registered as an architect 
in 1978 and worked as a consultant until 1981, when he founded Eric Colbert & Associates. The firm 
has extensive experience with all building types, including apartment and office buildings, retail 
establishments, restaurants, hotels, and single family homes, and has built an impressive reputation in 
all aspects of historic preservation and new construction. 

Eric Colbert & Associates maintains excellent working relationships with all divisions of the 
D.C. Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, as well as building de;:>artments throughout 
other local jurisdictions. Cha11enging projects requiring approval from the D.C. Board of Zoning 
Adjustment, the United States Commission on Fine Arts, the D.C. Historic Preservation Review Board, 
and Advisory Neighborhood Commissions are their specialty. Mr. Colbert and his staff are licensed to 
practice architecture in the District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia and are a1~tive in local 
professional associations including The Real Estate Group, Commercial Real Estate Women, The 
District of Columbia Building Industry Association, and The American lnstitt:,te of Architects. In 
addition to being NCARB certified, Mr. Colbert is a member of the Mayor's Building Code Advisory 
Committee. 

The firm's residential achievements include the design of new single family homes set in both 
rural and urban settings, new apartment building construction, renovation of ~:mall and large scale 
historic residential properties, and a wide range of affordable income housing. With a reputation for 
being design oriented, the firm's accomplishments have been recognized on a national level as 
"innovative" (Architecture, Leap of Faith, March 1997). Locally Eric Colbert & Associates has been 
praised as representing "the design attitudes of 1998" (ThelnTowner, Design Excellence Along 16111 

Street, May 1998). Noted Washington Post architecture critic, Benjamin Forgey, has reviewed the 
ftrm's work on several occasions, most recently recognizing "a maturing vision" in its work. He 
described the ftnn's award-winning renovation of 1520 161h Street, "t\.·.w. (Church Place 
Condominiums) as offering "a spirited answer to Washington's age-old contextual question-how do you 
design new pieces to fit into the splendid quilt of the city's existing architecture?" Highlights of the 
firm's commercial projects include historic structure renovations, new office building construction, as 
well as a variety of retail and restaurant commissions. 

The outstanding reputation Eric Colbert & Associates now holds in the design, development, 
and preservation communities has resulted from a company-wide commitment to ensuring a successful, 
well-designed product regardless of project size, type, or location. Consistent quality efforts of new 
construction and renovation have proven highly beneficial to the ftrm, allowing it to maintain long-tenn 
associations while also attracting a new and challenging clientele. 
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