
Jackson 
&Campbell 

Attorneys and Counselors at Law 

VIA HAND DELIVERY 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
for the District of Columbia 

441 4th Street, N.W. 
Suite 210 S 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

January 9, 2012 

Re: BZA Application No. 18296; 
Special Exception Application for 3825 Morrison St., N. W 
(Square 1859, Lot 62); 

Dear Board Members: 

Lisa A. Bell 
202.457.1684 

Fax 202.457.1678 
lbell@jackscamp.com 
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BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT -z?ii Y CASENO. :L r 
EXHIBIT NO. 

On behalf of Daniel T. Merlis and Deany Laliotis ("Applicant"), we submit herewith 
Supplemental Materials in Support of their Application for Special Exception to the Zoning 
Regulations, pursuant to 11 DCMR §3104.1 (2011 ). The requested relief, reconstruction a 
concrete deck in place of an existing wood deck in the rear yard of 3825 Morrison Street, N.W. 
(Square 1859, Lot 62) with an additional underground parking space, was initially filed August 
26, 2011. Enclosed please find two originals and twenty (20) copies, where applicable, of the 
following supporting materials: 

1. A copy of the Power Point Presentation describing the legal basis 
supporting relief - in which the Applicant intends to use in his 
hearing presentation; 

1. Letters in Support of Applicant's Application from Sixteen (16) 
· Neighbors, and, 

3. A Timeline explaining the Mediation Efforts between the Applicant and 3-
Neighbor Group surrounding the project; 

The Applicant anticipates four witnesses who will either provide testimony or statements 
in support of their Application at the hearing. The Applicant requests leave of the Board to 
provide these materials and request consideration. These materials are provided to the Board to 
provide clarification and additional information to aid in the Board's review of the Application. 
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These materials are also provided in response to recent submissions and filings by two of 
Applicant's Neighbors, submitted on January 6, 2012. If you have any questions about this 
Application or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank 
you for your consideration of this Application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JACKSON & CAMPBELL, P.C. 

Enclosures 

cc: Daniel Merlis & Deany Lailots (via overnight delivery) 

196633lv.l 



Special Exception Application 
3825 Morrison Street1 N. W. 

(Square 1859, Lot 0062) 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 1 



Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 2 



The Legal Standard Applied by the 
Board (of Zoning Adjustment) 

to grant special exception relief ... 

" Where, in the judgment of the Board, the 
special exception ... will not tend to 
affect adversely the use of neighboring 
property, subject also, in this case, to the 
specific requirements of Section 223 of 
the Zoning Regulations. 

Heartng Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 3 



Project Site - Old Driveway 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 

View from 39th Street 
BZA No. 18296 4 



Hearing Date: Jan.Jar'/ J.7, 

Pre-co nst ruction 
Scope of Deck Project : 

~ Replaced Rotten Wood Deck 
~ Damaged Footers 
~ Broken Concrete Foundation 

BZA No. 18296 c: _, 



View of Old Deck 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 6 



View toward 5525 39th Street 

from Old Deck Addition 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 7 



View of the Parking Space/Storage 
Area under the Kitchen 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 8 



Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 9 



1001551 

1007414 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 

Date of Issuance Description 

12/15/2009 

06/30/2010 

BZA No. 18296 

Replace existing rear 
addition, replace existing 
deck with concrete 
terrace with max height 
3'7 5/8". Repoint/Repair 
existing driveway and 
repair/repoint existing 
private sidewalk 

Reduce previously 
approved rear addition 
from 12' x 20' to 10' x 
18.8' . Amendment 
81001551 .. . 

10 
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Legal Analysis of the Applicant's 223 Application 

I 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 13 



The Deck Addition is a Repair Project 

The repair of a nonconforming use or structure is permitted, pursuant to 

11 DCMR §§ 2001.2, 2001.3 (2011). The regulations provide: 

Except as provided in§§ 2001.11 and 2001.12, 
ordinary repairs, alterations, and modernizations to 
the structure, including structural alterations, shall 
be permitted (emphasis added). 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 14 



Key factual elements which establish 
Section 2001.3 is applicable. 

•!• Existence of a deck in the rear yard when the Applicant 
purchased the home; 

••• • 

••• • 

••• • 

The new renovation plan reduced the size of the deck; 

Obtained valid building permits; 

Built the new deck pursuant to the approved building plans 

BZA No. 18296 15 



New Driveway & Storage Structure 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 16 
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Hearing Oate: January 17, 2010 
BZA No. 18296 



Legal Standard for Obtaining a 
Special Exception at the BZA 

The addition or accessory structure shall 
not have a substantially adverse affect on 
the use or enjoyment of any abutting or 
adjacent dwelling or property. 

Section 223 of Title 11 of the Zoning Regulations 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 18 



What is a substantially: adverse affect? 

( a) The light and air available to neighboring 
properties shall not be unduly affected; 

(b) The privacy of use and enjoyment of 
neighboring properties shall not be unduly 
compromised; 

Hearing Date: J;:111.,v,rv 1 . 10 No. 18296 19 



(c) The addition or accessory structure, together 
with the original building, as viewed from the 
street, alley, and other public way, shall not 
substantially visually intrude upon the 
character, scale and pattern of houses along 
the subject street frontage; and, 

BZA No. 18296 20 



*( d) In demonstrating compliance . . . The 
applicant shall use graphical 
representations such as plans, photographs, 
or elevations and section drawings 
sufficient to represent the relationship ... 

Headng l!, WlO BZA No. 18296 21 



Analysis of the Elements 
(a) - Light and Air 

A. Home located at 5525 39th Street, N.W. 

1. Minimal change to line of sight view 
(View into deck and kitchen area) 

2. Original Seven (7 foot) Fence was 
maintained. 

3. No loss of access to "light and air''. 

3Zi'.\ No. 18296 22 



Line of Sight to 
5525 39th Street Neighbor 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 23 



Analysis of the Elements: 
(a) - Light and Air 

B. Home located at 5520 & 5524 39th Street, 
N.W. 

1. No change to line of sight view 

{View into deck and kitchen area) 

2. No loss of access to "light and air". 

BZA No. 18296 24 



Original Line of Sight 

View from 5520 and 5524 39th Street 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 
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Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 

Current Line of Sight 
from 5524 39th St. 

BZA No. 18296 26 



Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 

Current Line of Sight 
from 5520 39th St. 

BZA No. 18296 27 



Analysis of the Elements: 
(b) - Privacy of Use and Enjoyment 

A. Home located at 5525 39th Street, N.W. 

1. No lost of privacy. 

2. Original Seven (7 foot) Fence was 
maintained. 

3. Additional screening (fence) proposed 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 28 



Privacy/Enjoyment for 5525 
(Immediate) Neighbor 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 29 



(b) - Privacy of Use and Enjoyment 

B. Home located at 5520 & 5524 39th Street, 

N.W. 

1. No impact. 

1-iearing Date: fanuarv 171 2010 BZf:,,. No. 18296 30 



Analysis of the Elements 
(c) - Character, Scale and Pattern of 

houses 

BZA No. 18296 31 



Hearin 

Directly across from street from 
3825 Morrison Street NW 

32 



SE corner McKinley & 39th St. 

-
· BZA No. 18296 33 



SE corner Livingston & 39th St. 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 34 



SW corner Livingston & 39th St. 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 35 



3900 block Morrison 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 36 



Analysis of the Elements 
(d) -Evidence of Compliance 

1. Letters of Support from neighbors. 

2. Map showing the proximity of neighbors 
who support the project. 

3. Personal notes of supporters. 

Hearing Date: Jan 17, 1010 BZA No. 18296 37 
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Hearing Dat e: January 17, 2010 
BZA No. 18296 

Letter from Jennifer & Michael Levin - 5517 39m Street, NW 

40 



Note from Geor c inney Street, N.W. ge Georgiev - 3900 M K' 

Hearing o t a e: January 17 20 I 10 BZA No. 18296 41 



To· Board o.fZ.011ing AdjU$1JDCJ1I 
Office ofz.ooing 
441 -4°' Street. NW 
Suiti:200-S 
W.shingtoo, OC 20001 

Re: Application far Spcci11J E..·«:eplion 
Dcmy and Daniel Mc:rlis 
3&25 Monisoo St., NW 
Wushington, DC 20015 

t um writillg in support ofll>e n:qucst oflhe property OWl'ICl3 refem,d to above for a special 
c:u:c:p1100 In allow for the: [mal completioo of II coocrcte deck, includmg a storage a,a below. at 
the $1Jbjed propctty. 

The proposed concrete dcclt rq,)m:cs what v...s II much larger previously exisbng elevated wood 
dcd (in delcrio.l'llcd Condit.ion). as photographic CV1dcnce attests. and results in an aestbc:tic 
OIJlcOmc tJw we believe is more compatible with the neighborhood I.ban the previously existing 
conditioe ,mich included the ll5e of the property by pnor owners as an unlicensed 3-t unit 
ai,artmen\lrooming boosc pnorl-0 the conversion ,10 tt oonfomnng single: family dwelling by the 
C:um:lll O\'rJIC:l'Smp. 

11ris latc:r sen-es as a lcttet of no rtjcct1on, and ·it is my opinion that the proposod co11stnie1Jon 
~ill not n::nll 1n my subswltial adverse imJ)act on ocigbbc:wiog properties. 

I . I / 

-- / -)-·-s.~---
w ( I 

Printed Name / 

·~:uz J1 f. •' • IC4 °:> i .1•./4/ {v,J,• z~-.:,1;;­

Address 
~")/.11 

Date 

V'lo! hw( -~,1.\.<'\d Dct,l\y Ct,,i) Vt,, -/u he. '1/.!ty 
(l"lj <;lff"' IWt. c{ Jj ,4 ,.,. j•1hl .. Mc.i "'"{ 11,t 1,1,,, ~"" I ,.,,,\ '., l .. l 

h((l\'I.' lt)l.( (fir. It' .. I,''-•j' 0 ,,1.,
1
(,h, •, . 1\., ih~ I• ~ •• t ,, •• "'1•·'> •(. 

... ( t · r l f '\'r'I.\\ fk .: ._, .... n, ,, · 1 'h: .• ,; .~ 1.-.11t\l. I• I".\ wn· "" 
· · t.,,u, 11' ·ih, 1\f.•:j1ht. .. v ... 1c. 

. ' 
Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 42 



we, I')?.. Ve. -f;;L'\ir\ a Deo..r. y Cln d .Dt,, -fo be, ~e..y Ci' tr\ "'u ol+y - mind.?CI 
cti,d s~hve.. c( ~ht, ,1 ~·~1hbo.·:-,u;cd . ·n,,l/ lh<, , ,1u \~o"t tt.~,A ~,{Jt ."r.:.C -

, ) k O n' ''Jh l;i, '>, "(\., .? V) l M I-<- o,Jltl t!'.n i'J.' <8->< t l:ll.fu.e -#) li ( C. M C., , J,J l, 

t " 1:.y \.rt h l c'f;{~tc ,ti; r \L,'"-->1 hr h, ~ ! ~ :( rt . )j: J1i.t1t'I 1. It· h,, { ~{cf\ a n 

r:<f ,\jt f\) -iht l\C:.tjl l1tn\Gi.tl. 

-------------!Letter from Jeff Haffquist - 3912 Morrison Street, N.W. 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 43 



Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 

To: Board of Zoning AdjosUnent 
Ofl"JCC of Zoning 
441 4" Slt'Cet, NW 
Suite200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Application foT Special &ooption 
Case ' ombcr-
Oe.wy and Daniel Merlis 
3825 Morrison St_ NW 
Washington. DC 2001 S 

I ann,,Ti\ing In suppon of the request oftlie property O'\\'llCJS rcfcmxl 10 abo\-c for a special 
cz_cq,t,oo co allow for completion of U1e construction of a .stor..ge area i o the rear yan:I sdbaclt 
weaofthcabo\,e property. Weund.CTS\'lllld thal tbeconstmctioo wastwicepenninl!XI byDC'RA 
1111d tbnt the Z<ming Administrator bas oow required &bat the oomtroction be n,viewcd and .as 11 

'l;pt'(ia] uccpiian by the BZA. 

J want lhe BZA and all olba· reviewers such as the ANC to know that the :n:novarioo of the 
}iroperl)' bas been ofbcnefit to the neighborhood. What once had bcm a rooming house in 
dmcrionnilig condition bas bccn restored and preserved as a fine example of .a Washington four­
square single-finnily home. 111.e owncrs' _request for appro,,»J to ~e a SlonlgC area arul 
abo,~d deck is very 1"C.lSOnable and will 001 affect any neighbor in• material w-ay. Tiris 5 
one of lb: few properties w:ilhool a storage areal gm-age in this neighbomood. 

~ ·-·--
Z, ~s,r L rfla..r<v ~ 

Printed Nnmc 
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Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 

letter from Ernest Marcus - 5460 39th Street, N.W. 

45 



Conclusion. 

Submitted by Applicant, 

Daniel and Deany Merlis 

By: 

Lisa A. Bell, Esquire 
Jackson & Campbell, P.C. 
One Lafayette Centre, 
1120 Twentifieth Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
lbell@jackscamp.com 

Hearing Date: January 17, 2010 BZA No. 18296 46 



3825 Morrison Street 

Original Deck View Showing 
Storage BZA No. 18296 47 



3825 Morrison Street 

Original Deck View facing 5525 BZA No. 18296 48 



ELEVATION 1 
..a:W"•'r-4 

Proposed Privacy Fence BZA No. 18296 49 



To: Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Application for Special Exception 
Deany and Daniel Merlis 
3825 Morrison St., NW 
Washington, DC 20015 

I am writing in support of the request of the property owners referred to above for a special 
exception to allow for the final completion of a concrete deck, including a storage area below, at 
the subject property. 

The proposed concrete deck replaces what was a much larger previously existing elevated wood 
deck (in deteriorated condition), as photographic evidence attests, and results in an aesthetic 
outcome that we believe is more compatible with the neighborhood than the previously existing 
condition which included the use of the property by prior owners as an unlicensed 3+ unit 
apartment/rooming house prior to the conversion to a conforming single family dwelling by the 
current ownership. 

This letter serves as a letter of no rejection, and it is my opinion that the proposed construction 
will not result in any substantial adverse impact on neighboring properties. 

Respectfully, 

'Je y\v\ A tv 2f !MA 0~od w '-f 
Printed Name / 

551 1- 3 4-fl St f\JvJ W,~s\,,'i [;( a,j~ 
Address 



To: Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Application for Special Exception 
Deany and Daniel Merlis 
3825 Morrison St., NW 
Washington, DC 20015 

I am writing in support of the request of the property owners referred to above for a special 
exception to allow for the final completion of a concrete deck, including a storage area below, at 
the subject property. 

The proposed concrete deck replaces what was a much larger previously existing elevated wood 
deck (in deteriorated condition), as photographic evidence attests, and results in an aesthetic 
outcome that we believe is more compatible with the neighborhood than the previously existing 
condition which included the use of the property by prior owners as an unlicensed 3+ unit 
apartment/rooming house prior to the conversion to a conforming single family dwelling by the 
current ownership. 

This letter serves as a letter of no rejection, and it is my opinion that the proposed construction 
will not result in any substantial adverse impact on neighboring properties. 

Respectfully, 

. _s- r:;; SJR.(:, E.. B. b EoR.G ·, ev' 
Printed Name 

I Dat¢ 



To: Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Application for Special Exception 
Deany and Daniel Merlis 
3825 Morrison St., NW 
Washington, DC 20015 

I am writing in support of the request of the property owners referred to above for a special 
exception to allow for completion of a concrete deck, including a storage area below, at the 
subject property. 

The proposed concrete deck replaces what was a much larger previously existing elevated wood 
deck in deteriorated condition, as photographic evidence attests, and results in an aesthetic 
outcome that we believe is more compatible with the neighborhood than the previously existing 
condition which included the use of the property by prior owners as an unlicensed 3+ unit 
apartment/rooming house prior to the conversion to a conforming single family dwelling by the 
current ownership. 

This letter serves as a letter of no rejection, and it is my opinion that the proposed construction 
will not result in any substantial adverse impact on neighboring properties. 

Signature Printed Name 

:2.. -<is -- l/ 
Address Date 



To: Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Application for Special Exception 
Deany and Daniel Merlis 
3825 Morrison St., NW 
Washington, DC 20015 

I am writing in support of the request of the property owners referred to above for a special 
exception to allow for the final completion of a concrete deck, including a storage area below, at 
the subject property. 

The proposed concrete deck replaces what was a much larger previously existing elevated wood 
deck (in deteriorated condition), as photographic evidence attests, and results in an aesthetic 
outcome that we believe is more compatible with the neighborhood than the previously existing 
condition which included the use of the property by prior owners as an unlicensed 3+ unit 
apartment/rooming house prior to the conversion to a conforming single family dwelling by the 
current ownership. 

This letter serves as a letter of no rejection, and it is my opinion that the proposed construction 
will not result in any substantial adverse impact on neighboring properties. 

Respectfully, 

\f'{e, l)i.."e. -f;;l,\N\,<L Deo..~y Cll\d fu -fo be, 'P1 cvmmuolty- mihcb:l 
Cl.Ad 5t_f~OYfil{,e_, Of ihi_., nti1hbo1hocd. fh,t.'/ {Lvt., plU\.C(lJ- ttMd ~{{·(J -

T"' d, n Ii j h bo.-s. '1he. h °"' i:,. t,vtLI t:tn ey v., Y.w e_ be_-fu,,e, --Hi LY c.o. "1 e, . ..tJ t 
t,c1~1pl~t(l1.t !Af~v\fl- -ik- (£,'>t'hehl-< 0} ~ t( (tr)1NtUJt:'<1, Ir- hAi ~(&t, Cln 

V t")tf .,\Ji to --fhl fl~fjhbuv h vi:. ti. 
' 



To: Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Application for Special Exception 
Deany and Daniel Merlis 
3825 Morrison St., NW 
Washington, DC 20015 

I am writing in support of the request of the property owners referred to above for a special 
exception to allow for the final completion of a concrete deck, including a storage area below, at 
the subject property. 

The proposed concrete deck replaces what was a much larger previously existing elevated wood 
deck (in deteriorated condition), as photographic evidence attests, and results in an aesthetic 
outcome that we believe is more compatible with the neighborhood than the previously existing 
condition which included the use of the property by prior owners as an unlicensed 3+ unit 
apartment/rooming house prior to the conversion to a conforming single family dwelling by the 
current ownership. 

1:pis letter serves as a letter of no rejection, and it is my opinion that the proposed construction 
will not result in any substantial adverse impact on neighboring properties. 

Respectfully, 

Printed Name 

Address 



To: Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 2000 I 

Re: Application for Special Exception 
Deany and Daniel Merlis 
3825 Morrison St., NW 
Washington, DC 20015 

I am writing in support of the request of the property owners referred to above for a special 
exception to allow for the final completion of a concrete deck, including a storage area below, at 
the subject property. 

The proposed concrete deck replaces what was a much larger previously existing elevated wood 
deck (in deteriorated condition), as photographic evidence attests, and results in an aesthetic 
outcome that we believe is more compatible with the neighborhood than the previously existing 
condition which included the use of the property by prior owners as an unlicensed 3+ unit 
apartment/rooming house prior to the conversion to a conforming single family dwelling by the 
current ownership. 

This letter serves as a letter of no rejection, and it is my opinion that the proposed construction 
will not result in any substantial adverse impact on neighboring properties. 

Respectfully, 

Signature Printed Name 



To: Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Application for Special Exception 
Deany and Daniel Merlis 
3825 Morrison St., NW 
Washington, DC 20015 

I am writing in support of the request of the property owners referred to above for a special 
exception to allow for the final completion of a concrete deck, including a storage area below, at 
the subject property. 

The proposed concrete deck replaces what was a much larger previously existing elevated wood 
deck (in deteriorated condition), as photographic evidence attests, and results in an aesthetic 
outcome that we believe is more compatible with the neighborhood than the previously existing 
condition which included the use of the property by prior owners as an unlicensed 3+ unit 
apartment/rooming house prior to the conversion to a conforming single family dwelling by the 
current ownership. 

This letter serves as a letter of no rejection, and it is my opinion that the proposed construction 
will not result in any substantial adverse impact on neighboring properties. 

Respectfully, 

Signature 
~·· 

Address ~ loate 



To: Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Application for Special Exception 
Deany and Daniel Merlis 
3825 Morrison St., NW 
Washington, DC 20015 

I am writing in support of the request of the property owners referred to above for a special 
exception to allow for the final completion of a concrete deck, including a storage area below, at 
the subject property. 

The proposed concrete deck replaces what was a much larger previously existing elevated wood 
deck (in deteriorated condition), as photographic evidence attests, and results in an aesthetic 
outcome that we believe is more compatible with the neighborhood than the previously existing 
condition which included the use of the property by prior owners as an unlicensed 3+ unit 
apartment/rooming house prior to the conversion to a conforming single family dwelling by the 
current ownership. 

This letter serves as a letter of no rejection, and it is my opinion that the proposed construction 
will not result in any substantial adverse impact on neighboring properties. 

Printed Name 

Address . Date 



To: Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Application for Special Exception 
Deany and Daniel Merlis 
3825 Morrison St., NW 
Washington, DC 20015 

I am writing in support of the request of the property owners referred to above for a special 
exception to allow for the final completion of a concrete deck, including a storage area below, at 
the subject property. 

The proposed concrete deck replaces what was a much larger previously existing elevated wood 
deck (in deteriorated condition), as photographic evidence attests, and results in an aesthetic 
outcome that we believe is more compatible with the neighborhood than the previously existing 
condition which included the use of the property by prior owners as an unlicensed 3+ unit 
apartment/rooming house prior to the conversion to a conforming single family dwelling by the 
current ownership. 

This letter serves as a letter of no rejection, and it is my opinion that the proposed construction 
will not result in any substantial adverse impact on neighboring properties. 

Respectfully, 

Printed Name 

Address Date 



To: Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Application for Special Exception 
Deany and Daniel Merlis 
3825 Morrison St., NW 
Washington, DC 20015 

I am writing in support of the request of the property owners referred to above for a special 
exception to allow for the final completion of a concrete deck, including a storage area below, at 
the subject property. 

The proposed concrete deck replaces what was a much larger previously existing elevated wood 
deck (in deteriorated condition), as photographic evidence attests, and results in an aesthetic 
outcome that we believe is more compatible with the neighborhood than the previously existing 
condition which included the use of the property by prior owners as an unlicensed 3+ unit 
apartment/rooming house prior to the conversion to a conforming single family dwelling by the 
current ownership. 

This letter. serves as a letter of no rejection, and it is my opinion that the proposed construction 
will not result in any substantial adverse impact on neighboring properties. 

Respectfully, 

Signature Printed Name 

Address 1 Datf 
I 



To: Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Application for Special Exception 
Deany and Daniel Merlis 
3825 Morrison St., NW 
Washington, DC 20015 

I am writing in support of the request of the property owners referred to above for a special 
exception to allow for the final completion of a concrete deck, including a storage area below, at 
the subject property. 

The proposed concrete deck replaces what was a much larger previously existing elevated wood 
deck (in deteriorated condition), as photographic evidence attests, and results in an aesthetic 
outcome that we believe is more compatible with the neighborhood than the previously existing 
condition which included the use of the property by prior owners as an unlicensed 3+ unit 
apartment/rooming house prior to the conversion to a conforming single family dwelling by the 
current ownership. 

This letter serves as a letter of no rejection, and it is my opinion that the proposed construction 
will not result in any substantial adverse impact on neighboring properties. 

Respectfully, 

• 
/(1-A"'t!,'I /H.. ..;;,,,,,~ 

Printed Name 

3~ c.- ,, 
Address Date 



To: Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Application for Special Exception 
Deany and Daniel Merlis 
3825 Morrison St., NW 
Washington, DC 20015 

I am writing in support of the request of the property owners referred to above for a special 
exception to allow for the final completion of a concrete deck, including a storage area below, at 
the subject property. 

The proposed concrete deck replaces what was a much larger previously existing elevated wood 
deck (in deteriorated condition), as photographic evidence attests, and results in an aesthetic 
outcome that we believe is more compatible with the neighborhood than the previously existing 
condition which included the use of the property by prior owners as an unlicensed 3+ unit 
apartment/rooming house prior to the conversion to a conforming single family dwelling by the 
current ownership. 

This letter serves as a letter of no rejection, and it is my opinion that the proposed construction 
will not result in any substantial adverse impact on neighboring properties. 

Respectfully, 

5511: 34-tt- St NvJ 
Address 



To: Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office or Zoning 
441 4th Street. NW 
Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 2000 I 

Re: Application for Special Exception 
Case Numbcr-
Deany and Daniel Merlis 
3825 Morrison St., ·Nw 
Washington, DC 20015 

Jam writing in suppo1i of the request of the property owners referred to above for a special 
exception to allow for completion of the construction of a storage area in the rear yard setback 
area of the above property. We m1derstand that the constrnotion was twice permitted by DCRA 
and that the Zoning Administrator bas now required that the construction be reviewed and as a 
special exception by the BZA. 

J want the BZA and all other reviewers such as the ANC to know that the renovation of the 
property has been of benefit to the neighborhood. What once had been a rooming house in 
deteriorating condition has been restored and preserved as a fine example of a Washington four­
square single-family home; The owners' request for approval to complete a storage area and 
above-ground deck is very reasonable and will not affect any neighbor in a material way. This is 
one of the few properties without a storage area/garage in this neighborhood. 

--~ o 11' I s J,, .,-/11 f ~ 'il7) 
Printed Name r -----

~~~~ 
--signature J 



To: Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Application for Special Exception 
Deany and Daniel Merlis 
3825 Morrison St., NW 
Washington, DC 20015 

I am writing in support of the request of the property owners referred to above for a special 
exception to allow for the final completion of a concrete deck, including a storage area below, at 
the subject property. 

The proposed concrete deck replaces what was a much larger previously existing elevated wood 
deck (in deteriorated condition), as photographic evidence attests, and results in an aesthetic 
outcome that we believe is more compatible with the neighborhood than the previously existing 
condition which included the use of the property by prior owners as an unlicensed 3+ unit 
apartment/rooming house prior to the conversion to a conforming single family dwelling by the 
current ownership. 

This letter serves as a letter of no rejection, and it is my opinion that the proposed construction 
will not result in any substantial adverse impact on neighboring properties. 

Respectfully, 

DONALD R DURKEE 
Signature Printed Name 

3908 Morrison St NW 20015 Feb 1, ~01..L 

Address Date 



To: Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Application for Special Exception 
Deany and Daniel Merlis 
3825 Morrison St., NW 
Washington, DC 20015 

I am writing in support of the request of the property owners referred to above for a special 
exception to allow for the final completion of a concrete deck, including a storage area below, at 
the subject property. 

The proposed concrete deck replaces what was a much larger previously existing elevated wood 
deck (in deteriorated condition), as photographic evidence attests, and results in an aesthetic 
outcome that we believe is more compatible with the neighborhood than the previously existing 
condition which included the use of the property by prior owners as an unlicensed 3+ unit 
apartment/rooming house prior to the conversion to a conforming single family dwelling by the 
current ownership. 

This letter serves as a letter of no rejection, and it is my opinion that the proposed construction 
will not result in any substantial adverse impact on neighboring properties. 

Respectfully, 

~&dh& 
Signature Printed Name 

Address 



To: Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Office of Zoning 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 200-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Application for Special Exception 
Case Number-
Deany and Daniel Merlis 
3825 Morrison St., NW 
Washington, DC 20015 

I am writing in support of the request of the property owners referred to above for a special 
exception to allow for completion of the construction of a storage area in the rear yard setback 
area of the above property. We understand that the construction was twice permitted by DCRA 
and that the Zoning Administrator has now required that the construction be reviewed and as a 
special exception by the BZA. 

I want the BZA and all other reviewers such as the ANC to know that the renovation of the 
property has been of benefit to the neighborhood. What once had been a rooming house in 
deteriorating condition has been restored and preserved as a fine example of a Washington four­
square single-family home. The owners' request for approval to complete a storage area and 
above-ground deck is very reasonable and will not affect any neighbor in a material way. This is 
one of the few properties without a storage area/garage in this neighborhood. 

$()€>1 L, Mo..r<v S · 
Printed Name 

Signature 

Address 



Nov.2009 

11/09 

01/27/10 

01/28/10 

02/08/10 

02/09/10 

02/09/10 

02/09/10 

02/09/10 

1962987v. l 

Timeline of Mediation Efforts Between 
Applicant and 3-Neighbor Group 

Application of 3825 Morrison Street, N. W. 
BZA No.18296 

Met with 5525 Neighbor to discuss plans to renovation the kitchen and 
deck area (Neighbor's Home) 

Met with 5525 Neighbors again to discuss plans to renovation the kitchen and 
deck area (Applicant's Home) 

Applicant explains the proposed renovation project to the Neighbors and 
explains their desire to work with the Neighbors to meet any concerns. 
(Email) 

5525 Neighbor apparently leaves voicemail in response. 

5524 Neighbor requests more information about the project and a date certain 
when the dumpsters used by the construction company will be removed. (Email) 

Applicant responded to 5524 Neighbor email. Explained that since footings were 
bad on the house and that it had been sinking, they would rebuild the addition. 
Described the underground storage area and new deck area. Mentioned setback 
to construction calendar as a result of a neighbor's complaints about Applicant's 
contractor to DCRA inspectors.(Email) 

5524 Neighbor explains the need for SWO and request explanations about the 
scope of the projects.(Email) 

Applicant explains his Contractor failed to post the permit for the geothermal 
excavation. Apologizes about the misunderstanding and the speed of the project. 
He also notes that several government officials have informed him that the 5524 
Neighbor has repeatedly complained about his project.(Email) 

5525 Neighbor explains concerns regarding the project and describes his history 
of fighting city officials, school officials and hospital caretakers to protect the 
interests of his family. He explains why he called city officials to review the 
project and did not address Applicant because he is not comfortable with 
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02/10/10 

02/10/10 

02/11/10 

09/12/10 
10/27/10 

11/10/10 

12/01/10 

1962987v.l 

Timeline of Mediation Efforts Between 
Applicant and 3-Neighbor Group 

Application of 3825 Morrison Street, N. W. 
BZA No. 18296 

confrontation. (Email) 

"I figured if I call the City and they say you had all of the proper 
permits and the construction was staying within the permitted 
scope, then so be it." 

Applicant stopped by 5525 Neighbor to discuss excavation plans but was 
rebuffed. Apologizes for the progress of the construction project, the fact he did 
not get the voicemail regarding the fence and/or holes in the fence and any 
emotional stressors the construction project may have caused. Applicant offered 
to pay for damage and/or pruning to maple trees which 5525 suggested was 
damaged and offered to have Contractor work with 5525 on the Privacy Fence 
(repair or replacement), and explain the absence of any encroachment. (Email) 

Applicant discusses options with Contractor and explains to 5525 Neighbor that a 
new fence will be erected within the property line, and a temporary fence could 
be erected in the meantime or reinforcing the existing fence.(Email) 

5525 Neighbor tells Applicant not to do anything with the fence given the winter 
weather. Indicates he is happy the Applicant will erect a new fence at the 
property lot line, 

"I'm glad the plan is to ensure that your new fence is on your 
side of the property line, not simply retracing the existing fence 
which Nancy had installed in a somewhat meandering way." 

(Email) 

5525 Neiohbor wrote letter to Aoolicant 
New building permit issued for the replacement kitchen addition 
( #81100395). 

Applicants had the dumpster on 39th Street, N.W. removed in response to 
complaints by 5520 & 5524 neighbors. (Email to 5520 Neighbor) 

Letter from Mr. LeGrant indicatinQ that he finds the deck/storage area is an 
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Timeline of Mediation Efforts Between 
Applicant and 3-Neighbor Group 

Application of 3825 Morrison Street, N. W. 
BZA No. 18296 

encroachment into the rear yard and orders that it be removed or that we 
should file for special exception. 

02/08/11 Notifies 3-Neighbor Group of intent to file for Special Exception Application 
to complete the storage area and deck/expresses confusion as to the ZA 
about face after issuing the two permits to allow the project to be 
completed. (Email) Applicant is unaware of the objections by 5525 
Neighbor or his repeated complaints to city officials to end the project. 

02/23/11 Applicant requests a response from 5520 Neighbor regarding support for the SP 
application and explaining efforts/overtures to the next door neighbor at 5525 .. 

"Deany and I honored your request to try and resolve our 
differences with Robin and Stuart and that we made efforts 
including emails and two letters in order to communicate and 
build bridges with them over the past months and they have not 
responded so I am assuming that they want little or nothing to 
do with us". 

(Email to 5520 Neighbor) 

02/23/11 5520 Neighbor responds that 5524 is the spokesperson for the 3-Neighbor Group 
and they want more information about your plan. 

02/24/11 3-Neighbor Group requests building and site plans, and survey for 
deck/storage structure (Email). 

02/24/11 Applicant provides photo for the deck project to 5520 Neighbor, and indicates a 
copy of the photo was also send to 5525 (next door) Neighbor. Discussed plans 
to: 

1962987v.l 

(a) Possibility of a 3' 1/2" railing on the deck or wood or metal; 

(b) 7' Privacy Fence (placed on the deck's edge) between 5525 Neighbor and 
Applicant; and, 

( c) Maintain the current 7' Privacy Fence that currently exists on lot line 
(possibly erecting a lattice on the top to act as a screen). 
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03/10/11 

03/23/11 

04/13/11 

04/27/11 

05/02/11 

05/09/11 

05/11/11 

05/13/11 

1962987v.1 

Timeline of Mediation Efforts Between 
Applicant and 3-Neighbor Group 

Application of 3825 Morrison Street, N. W. 
BZA No. 18296 

Plans and survey provided to neighbor group. Requested some discussion 
regarding design issues of privacy fence. Postponed filing BZA application 
until completion of those discussions. 

3-Neighbor Group requests topographical survey of Merlises' deck addition 
for review by an Architect hired by and consulting with the 3-Neighbor 
Group. 

Applicant provides topographic measurements of the driveway and storage 
structure provided to the 3-Neighbor Group. Emphasized the need for a 
timely response. 

3-Neighbor Group requests CAD file of topographic data and a plot file. 
Indicates objections by him and the other two neighbors will ensure 
rejection of the SE application and the Applicant will have to tear down the 
addition. 

Applicant provided CAD topographic file and plot file to 3-Neighbor Group. 

3-Neighbor Group Architect requests more detailed topographic data. 
Applicant indicated the need to file with BZA if a resolution cannot be 
achieved. 

Kolker, spokesperson for the 3-Neighbor Group responded to information 
indicating in general terms a request to narrow driveway and make other 
unspecified changes to the construction. Threatens to derail the SE 
Application through his objections. 

Applicant indicates they want to work things out to establish good neighborly 
relations. 

Kolker and Applicant meet onsite. Kolker indicates he wants half of the 
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6/13/11 

08/29/11 

09/26/11 

10/03/11 

10/16/11 

11/01/11 

11/02/11 

11/06/11 

11/10/11 

1962987v.l 

Timeline of Mediation Efforts Between 
Applicant and 3-Neighbor Group 

Application of 3825 Morrison Street, N. W. 
BZA No. 18296 

driveway removed, landscaped, and additional topographical data so that 
his Architect can prepare plans for construction modifications of the deck 
and storage area. 

Applicant sends email requesting a response from 3-Neighbor Group regarding 
suqqestions 

Omitted some emails. 

Applicant submits the SE Application to the SZA. 

Applicant's Counsel met with 3-Neighbor Group to discuss a possible resolution; 
introduced landscape designer (Salman) and draft proposal to promote 
discussion. (At Neighbor's Home). 

Applicant requests a response from the 3-Neighbor Group regarding the Salman 
proposal or other suggestions. (Email) 

3-Neighbor Group requests clarification regarding the Applicant's support of the 
Salman proposal and specifically, the permit for the pergola. (Email) 

Applicant requests a response from the 3-Neighbor Group about the Balman plan. 
(Email) 

3-Neighbor Group responds, "We will be back to you shortly." (Email). 

3-Neighbor Group requests topographic surveys and dimensioned architectural 
drawings before the ANC meeting before they can discuss the landscape 
proposal. 

Applicant receives confirmation from the SZA the SE Application is complete. 

Applicant responds to 3-Neighbor Group that the he will not be providing 
additional design materials. In response to the concerns by 5525 Neighbor, 
Appellant pulled out bamboo plantings on the property lot line. Offered another 
meetinq with Balman. 
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11/14/11 

11/16/11 

11/19/11 

12/06/11 

12/12/11 

1962987v.l 

Timeline of Mediation Efforts Between 
Applicant and 3-Neighbor Group 

Application of 3825 Morrison Street, N. W. 
BZA No. 18296 

5524 Neighbor contacted Applicant's Counsel to discuss the "stupid" position. 
agreement regarding the landscape plan or suggestions. Threatens no to 
provide support for application which will end in its rejection. 

No 

ANC Meeting. 3-Neighbor Group opposes the SE Application, reject the Salman 
landscape proposal. Salman present at meeting. Opposition takes an extra 
ordinate amount of time explaining their opposition and argues with other 
neighbors who support the project. Applicant is unable to finish presenting his 
application. 

3-Neighbor Group requests Salman meeting to discuss her proposal and other 
suggestions. (Email) 

Applicant requests a more civil discourse. Offers to meet in smaller groups, 
noting the hostility and tension during the ANC presentation and willingness to 
discuss the project and show the new kitchen. 

Applicant indicates they are unable to send architectural drawings to the 3-
Neighbor Group before the upcoming ANC meeting. Offers again to meet with 
then separately to dial back the tension. 

ANC Meeting. Opposition now adopts the Salman plan. 
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