
12/09/11 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Government of the District of Columbia 
Suite 21 0 South 
441 4th Street, NW 
Washington DC 20001 

Re: BZA Zoning Application# 18294 
(Application of Emily and Paul Thornell, 3011 Ordway St. NW) 

Dear Board of Zoning Adjustment: 

Please find enclosed revisions to the application for a special exception for 3011 Ordway Street. 
This includes updated drawings, and a collection of letters from neighbors expressing their 
support of the project. 

The updated drawings show revisions that include: 

• Removal of the chimney from the proposed addition 

• Lowering the height of the proposed addition 

• Removal of glass block windows on the east, party wall elevation 

• Revision of vertical openings on the west facade 

The most significant revision- the removal of the proposed chimney- has had negligible impact on 
the overall area of addition, or the proposed building footprint. The result is a reduction of 3 SF, 
despite a visible change to the outiine of the building. 

Thanks in advance for your time and we look forward to our hearing. 

Sincerely, 

1}1) 
VW Fowlkes 

1852 COLUMBIA ROAD, NW #202, WASHINGTON, DC 20009 
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August 22, 2011 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Government of the District of Columbia 
441 411! Street NW- Suite 210 South 
Washington DC 20001 

Re: BZA Application of Emily and Paul Thornell 
3011 Ord~y St NW 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am the property owner of 3500 30th Street NW. My neighbors, Emily and Paul Thornell, are 
seeking a special exception of the District of Columbia zoning laws to build an addition to their 
home that will increase their lot coverage from 38% to approximately 43%. 

They have shared the drawings of the proposed conversion with me that have been submitted 
with their application to the BZA. 

I have reviewed the materials and support the proposed addition. I recommend that BZA grant 
the request for a special exception. 

Sincerely, ~ <2 

i>e~ )a.~i~ H ~r'Z.krj a...,J 
Deborah lsser, Owner 
3500 30th St NW 
Washington DC 20008 

\._........_ __ 
---.. 

Cc: Leila Afzal, ANC3C Section Representative 
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August 22, 2011 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Government of the District of Columbia 
441 4111 Street NW- Suite 210 South 
Washington DC 20001 

Re: BZA Application of Emily and Paul Thornell 
3011 Ordway St NW 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am the property owner of 3512 30111 Street NW. My neighbors, Emily and Paul Thornell, are 
seeking a special exception of the District of Columbia zoning laws to build an addition to their 
home that will increase their lot ooverage from 38% to approximately 43%. 

They have shared the drawings of the proposed conversion with me that have been submitted 
with their application to the BZA. 

I have reviewed the materials and support the proposed addition. I recommend that BZA grant 
the request for a special exception. 

s~~ 
Je.J f fa/e.~ 
3512 30111 St NW 
Washington DC 20008 

Cc: Leila Afzal, ANC3C Section Representative 
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August 22, 2011 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Government of the District of Columbia 
441 4th Street NW- Suite 210 South 
Washington DC 20001 

Re: BZA Application of Emily and Paul Thornell 
3011 Ordway st NW 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am the property owner of 3019 Ordway Street NW. My neighbors, Emily and Paul Thornell, are 
seeking a special exception of the District of Columbia zoning laws to build an addition to their 
home that will increase their Jot coverage from 38% to approximately 43%. 

They have shared the drawings of the proposed conversion with me that have been submitted 
with their application to the BZA. 

I have reviewed the materials and support the proposed addition. I recommend that BZA grant 
the request for a special exception. 

Sincerely, 

;~op;1J '{\-~ 
Margaret J\. Siegel, OWner 
3019 Ordway St NW 
Washington DC 20008 

Cc: leila Afzal, ANC3C Section Representative 
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August 22, 2011 

Bo•rd of Zoning Adjustment 
Government of the District of Columbia 
441 4ttt Street NW- Suite 210 South 
Washington DC 20001 

Re: BzA Application of Emily and Paul Thornell 
3011 Ordway St NW 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am the property owner of 3005 Ordway Street NW. My neighbors, Emily and Paul Thornell, are 
seeking a special exception of the District of Columbia zoning laws to build an addition to their 
home that will increase their lot coverage from 38% to approximately 43%. 

They have shared the drawings of the proposed conversion with me that have been submitted 
with their application to the BZA 

I have reviewed the materials and support the proposed addition. I recommend that BZA grant 
the request for a special exception. 

Sincerely, 

~)~';y~ 
Angela Farserotu, Owner 
3005 Ordway St NW 
Washington DC 20008 

Cc: Leila Afzal, ANC3C Section Representative 
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August 22, 2011 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Government of the District of Columbia 
441 4th Street NW- Suite 210 South 
Washington DC 20001 

Re: BZA Application of Emily and Paul Thornell 
3011 Ordway St NW 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am the property owner of 3010 Ordway Street NW. My neighbors, Emily and Paul Thornell, are 
seeking a special exception of the District of Columbia zoning laws to build an addition to their 
home that will increase their lot coverage from 38% to approximately 43%. 

They have $hared the drawings of the proposed conversion with me that have been submitted 
with their application to the BZA. ~ _, 

. ~~, t'"'~' 
I have reviewed the materials andi'upport the proposed addition. 11ecommend that BZA grant 
the request for a special exception. 

Steven RabinoWitz, OWner 
3010 Ordway St NW 
Washington DC 20008 

CC: Leila Afzal, ANC3C Section Representative 
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August 22, 2011 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Government of the District of Columbia 
441 4th Street NW- Suite 210 South 
Washington DC 20001 

Re: BZA Application of Emily and Paul Thornell 
3011 Ordway St NW 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am the property owner of 3008 Ordway Street NW. My neighbors, Emily and Paul Thornell, are 
seeking a special exception of the District of Columbia zoning laws to build an addition to their 
home that will increase their lot coverage from 38% to approXimately 43%. 

They have shared the drawings of the proposed conversion with me that have been submitted 
with their application to the BZA. 

I have reviewed the materials and support the proposed addition. I recommend that BZA grant 
the request for a special exception. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~(!).&? ~\?blLl 
Sanford J. Roskes, OWner 
3008 Ordway St NW 
Washington DC 20008 

Cc: Leila Afzal, ANC3C Section Representative 
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July20, 2011 

Board of Zoning Adjuslment 
Govemment of the District of Columbia 
Suite 21 o South 
441 4111 Street, NW 
Washington DC 20001 

Re: BZA Application of Emily and Paul ThomeH 
3011 OrdwayStNW 

Dear Board of Zoning Adjustment 

I am the adjacent property owner at~09 Ordway St in Northwest My neighbors Emily and Paul 
are seeking a special exception of the District of Columbia zoning laws to buDd an addition that 
wiD increase their lot coverage from 38% to approximately 43%. They would also like to add a 
screen porch off of the back of the house that will extend into the rear yard setback by 
approximately 5'. 

They have shared the drawings of the proposed conversion that wiD be submitted with the 
application to the BZA. 

I have reviewed the materials and support the proposed conversion. I recommend that BZA grant 
the request for a special exception. 

Doris varJS, OWner 
3009 Ordway St NW 
Washington DC 20016 

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

Case No. order-18294

25

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. 18294
25



August 22, 2011 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Government of the District of Columbia 
441 4th Street NW- Suite 210 South 
Washington DC 20001 

Re: BZA Application of Emily and Paul Thornell 
3011 Ordway St NW 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am the property owner of...IOIS~;.StteetWW. My neighbors, Emily and Paul Thornell, are 
seeking a special exception of the District of Columbia zoning laws to build an addition to their 
home that will increase their lot coverage from 38% to approximately 43%. 

They have shared the drawings of the proposed conversion with me that have been submitted 
with their application to the BZA. 

I have reviewed the materials and support the proposed addition. I recommend that BZA grant 
the request for a special exception. 

~ 
1.Amy J. Kotkin, Owner 

3015 Ordway St NW 
Washington DC 20008 

Cc: Leila Afzal, ANC3C Section Representative 
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21 November 2011 

3516 30th Street NW 
Washington DC 20008 

Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th Street NW 
Suite 200/210-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

RE: Application Number 18294- Paul and Emily Thornell 

Dear Board Members: 

In response to the notice sent to us by Richard S. Nero, Acting 
Director, Office of Zoning, dated 17 October 20,11, we are writing 
to you regarding the application of Paul and Emily Thornell for a 
special exception to allow a rear addition to an existing one-family 
semi-detached dwelling not meeting the lot occupancy and rear 
yard requirements for the premises at 3011 Ordway Street NW. 
We live down the hill and across the alley from the Thornell's 
house. 

We have reviewed the architectural drawings of the proposed 
addition that would double the size of the Thornell's house. If the 
Board imposes a few conditions to its approval, we have no 
objection to the granting of the application based upon the 
drawings we reviewed. 

We are very worried about possible damage to the existing alley 
during the construction. The present alley is composed of a 
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bitumen surface over a gravel base. There is no concrete 
underlayment beneath the bitumen. We are concerned that the 
weight and use of construction equipment will damage the alley. 
We suggest that the Board investigate the size and use of the 
equipment that will be used in the construction, and ensure that the 
alley will not be damaged. If approval is granted, we also sugge~t 
that the Board have someone examine the alley before and after 
construction to assess whether any damage occurs. The 
contractors and homeowners should accept responsibility to repair 
any damage to the alley. It took many years before the city paved 
this alley, and it would be a terrible act for a private contractor to 
destroy the alley and not be responsible for repairs. 

We are also concerned about the staging of the construction. 
Where will the contractors store their machinery and materials? 
We, and other neighbors, use the alley every day. Our gamge 
opens onto the alley. The City uses the alley for trash collection 
for our property and for our neighbors. We cannot support an 
approval that would close the alley for any significant period of 
time during any day. We therefore suggest that any approval 
specify that public use of the alley will not be inhibited. 

After reviewing the architectural drawings, we determined that a 
number of large trees would be removed to accommodate the 
addition. These trees help to shade our neighborhood and absorb 
sound in the summertime. The trees also help to screen the 
existing Thornell house from its neighbors down the bill. The 
drawings indicate that the Thomells propose to plant replacement 
trees and bushes to screen the new addition from its neighbors. 
We would recommend that any approval require plantings to 
screen the addition from its downhill neighbors. 
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Thank you for your consideration of these concerns as you ponder 
the application of the Thomells. 

Regards, 

a\1( ~w_v 
Lawrence~& Patricia Hahn Raz 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA GOVERNMENT 
OFFICE OF THE SURVEYOR 

Washington, D.C., May 23, 2011 

Plat for Building Permn of: SQUARE 2067 LOT 76 

Scale: 1 inch = 20 feet Recorded in Book 80 Page 113 

Receipt No. 11..03742 

Furnished to: VAN FOWLKES 

Surveyor, D.C. 

By: A.S. 

I hereby~ INt ll existing irnproYements shown-· 1te complelely - · 
and .,. c:crredly plotted; INC II proposed builclings or conSUUdion. or perts lhereol, incbling 
CCMted ~ . ... c:crredly- and platted - egr .. -pions~ 
INapplcalion; lhlt IN foundalion plans as shown - is drawn. and dimensioned 
accurately 10 IN oame IC8Ie as the property l nes sl1own on INs piM;and lhllt by rea..,.. olthe 
propoMd lmprowrnenll to be erected as shown - the al:e ol eny ad"J(Iining lei or 
premises is not de<:reaM<I to an area lesslhan Is requhd by the Zoning Regulations ror ljght 
and vendlallon; and n Is further certified and agreed ~hat occ:essible pertdng ar.,. where 
required by the Zoning Regulations win be rOS<lfW<I In e<cordance with the Zoning 
Regulations, and ~hat ~his area has been oooecUy drawn and dimensioned hereon. n is 
further egreed thai ~he etevalion of the aecesslbte partclng area wilt! rHpeet to the Highway 
Depa11tnent approvad curt> and alley gtade will not rasun In a rate or grade along oent&lline 
ol dflveway 11 any point on private property in excess ol20% lor single-family dWellings or ftats, 
or in exons or 12% at any point ror OCher buldings. (The policy olthe Highway Department 
permits a maximum dtlwlway grade ol12% across the public partdng and the private 
roslricled property.) 

Date:-------------

(Signature of owner or his authorized agent) 

NOTE: Data shown lor Assessment and Taxallon Lot$ or Parcels are In accordance with the reoords olthe Department ol Finance 
and Revenue, Assessment Administration. and do not necessarily egree wllh deed descrl1)41on. 

SR-11..()3742(2011) 
• E-MAIL 

15' 

76 

OONI) Of Z0NNG ADJUSTMENT 
Olelrlct ol ~a 

.___,_\ 8::..=2. a...;..~ ;_;.I _ _ CASENO. __ 
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REAR YARD DEPTH CALCULATIONS 
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• According to DCMR Chapter 11 Section 199.1, the depth of the rear yard is defined as 
"the mean horizontal distance between the rear line of a building and the rear lot line." 

LOT OCCUPANCY CALCULATIONS 
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