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Re: form 140- Party Status Request- BZA Appeals Nos. 18239 & 1824l 

Dear Director Nero: 
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As indicated on the attached submission on Form 140, AppleTree Institute for Education 
Innovation,. Inc. ("Apple Tree") respectfully requests party status in the Board of Zoning 
Adjustment appeals of Advisory Nc:::ighborhood Commission 6A and Northeast Neighbors for 
Responsible Growth (collectively "Appellants"), Nos. 18239 & 18241. The:;;e appeals mark 
the fourth time that Appellants hav(~ opposed AppleTree's permit to improve::: a building 
located .at 138 12th Street, N.E. (the "Property") in proceedings before this Board. 
AppleTree has been a party to all of the prior appeals, and both of the pending appeals name 
AppleTree as the owner of the affected property. In response to the questions set forth on 
Fom1 140, AppleTree submits the following information concerning its repr~~sentation, 
witnesses, and criteria for party status. 

AppleTree has a direct and immediate interest in the appeals: it owns the Property and 
permit that are at issue. AppleTree has endeavored to improve a building on the Property for 
use as a public charter preschool for more than half a decade. The preschool, which is 
scheduled to open this month, will]provide free pre-literacy education to approximately 60 
children ranging from three to four years of age. Most of these children are from 
underprivileged backgrounds, have been deprived of basic learning opportunities, and badly 
need help to prepare for success in their future schooling. 

Appellants have waged a campaign to halt AppleTree's project for more than six years and 
have pressed their objections in three prior appeals to this Board. The twin appeals they now 
bring re:hash the very same objections in an effort to defeat the very same preschool. 

These appt::als could have a significant impact on AppleTree and the public interest. 
Appellants seek to bar the doors to a needed preschool, depriving underserved children of 
vital educational opportunities, eliminating the jobs of AppleTree's teacher:; and staff, and 
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thwarting the District of Columbia's multi-million dollar investment in the project through 
bonds and grants. 

Apple Tree will submit ten copies of a response brief and ~~xhibits by no later than 
'Wednesday, September 14, 2011. Although AppleTree continues to evaluate whether it will 
call witnesses to testify, it does not expect to call witnesse:s at this time. AppLeTree will 
reexamine that issue in light of any additional materials Appellants submit to the Board 
before the hearing. AppleTree anticipates that it would cross-examine any w[tnesses called 
by Appellants. 

AppleTree will appear at the Board hearing through legal counsel, including Mark Perry 
(D.C. Bar No. 438203), Gustav Eyler (D.C. Bar No. 997162), and myself (D.C. Bar No. 
482040). 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
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An1r r{l(!ltmt for pmfiY st4rtus fer ~n provi~ in the rnmitt #if COI~Ia Zoning ReplatiaM (U OCMR Zooi ng) that Is net 
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1. All applications shall be made pursuant to tills form. if additi'onal space is necessary, use sepamte sheets of 8%" x 11" 
paper to wmp!ere the form (drawings and plans may be no larger than 11" x 17"). 

2. Present this form and supporting documents to the Office o1 Zoning at 4414111 Street, N.W., Suite 200-S, Wlshlngton, D.C. 
20001, not less than fourteen (14) days prior to the date set for the hearing. 
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