
Mrs. Sara Bardin, Director 
DC's Board of Zoning Adjustment 
One Judiciary Square, 441 4t" Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 

April 23, 2012· 

Re: BZAApplication No. 18240 

Dear Mrs. Bardin: 

Chris Otten 
1830 Belmont Rd, NW 
Washington, DC 20009 

By close of business on Tuesday, Aprill 7, Petitioners moved to request a reconsideration of 
BZA Application No. 18240. This request was faxed into the Zoning Office, noted as received, and 
emailed to all parties to the case. 

Midaftemoon Wednesday, Aprill8, Petitioners were notified by the Zoning Office by email that 
thefax submission needed further filings to request waivers ofrules. 

Petitioners have not been able to access any case documents in the online dockey for BZA App. 
No. 18240 which has stifled our review a bit: 

A visit to the Zoning Office was arranged and I took off from work late afternoon to come visit 
on Thursday, April 19 and examine the physical dockerfiles for this case. 

Examination of the physical docket and through inquiries, Petitioners attempted to clarify and 
understand the context and format of the requests by Mr. Nero. This discussion has allowed P~titioners 
to produce these further filings before you today, Monday, April 23,2012. 
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DC's Board of Zoning Adjustment 
One Judiciary Square, 441 4th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20001 
BZA Application No. 18240 

FURTHER FILING TO PETITIONER'S APRIL 17. 2012 
MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION AND REHEARING 

Pursuant to DCMR 11-3110.2 and 11-3110,3, the computation of time would suggest that Petitioners 
have sufficiently filed a Motion for Reconsideration, so the a waiver.is not required. 

Regarding the request for· waiver of party status- it should be noted that the record shows all case 
filings and determinations have been served to parties which include ANC Commissioners and 
specifically ANC 1 C06 which represents constituents directly affected by the Mount Pleasant Library 
project and BZAApplication No. 18240. 

It is clear by the Petitioner's April17, 2012 Motion for Reconsideration, the Applicant did not want the 
voices of constituents affected by their project to be heard. These are constituents directly served by 
the Mount Pleasant Library, including those living within ANC-1 D and specifically in ANC-1 D06. 

Much of the evidence submitted into the record by Petitioner's showed the direct consequence of the 
Mount Pleasant Library project on surrounding properties and residents. Petitioners want a rehearing 
of the incorrect facts and fmdings shown by the Board's Final Order - an Order which demonstrates 
that the Board did not meaningfully take any of the Petitioner's evidence into account when 
deliberating how the Applicant's request for complete relief from the rear-yard setback negatively 
affects the health, safety, morals, convenience, order, prosperity, and general welfare of the public. 

Since the Board made no reference to key submissions of evidence to support Petitioner's concerns, a 
re-review of the record is necessary for the Board to adequately evaluate the balance of equities 
between the parties. 

Attached find documents showing how the neighbors living around the library project sought . 
representation regarding this case-- especially the ANC106 SMD Commissioner who has been served 
by the Final Order. They have standing to request a Motion for Reconsideration and Rehearing of Case 
NO. 18240, as individuals and through civic agents. 

Intevenor, Witness, Civic Agent 
BZA Case No. 18240 
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July 13, 2011 

Office of Zoning 
One Judiciary Square 
441 4th Street NW• 
Suite 2108 
Washington, DC 20001 

Re: BU. Yvtuct APJpljcatlgg No. 11210.. the Mt. Plueat Ulu'HJ 

Dear Members of the Board: 

As the ANC Commissioner representing Single Member District 1~, in which 
the Mount Pleasant Library sits, t hereby autho~ Chris Otten ·to repeseni important 
concerns raised by CODBtituents about this projeCt and·whoin are residing in my Single 
Member District, the historic district that surrounds the Motmt PleQ811t Library. . 

His representation shall be ~ all: proceediDss before the D.C. Board of Zoning 
Adjustment concemhig the abov&.refermced appllcation·and reflect the concerns raised 
in ~davits, among other ~unity letters, submitted by my constituents liviDg in the 
buildings adjacent to the b"brary- focusing on ~ on how the proposed library plans 
impact light and air to neighbors and overcrowd this resi~· Qemidor, thus negatively 
impactiDg fire safety and etnelJency access to these residents. 

Sincerely, 
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t.fl8,3145 Mount Pleasant Street Tenants' Assoeiation 
Former Deauvllle Apartments 

Futulfl Monsignor Romero "Apartments 

The apartment building at 3145 Mount Pleasant Street.was an originathiStoriC 
bUJICting before It burned to the ground In March of 2008. 

Standing adjacent to otner ong1nal apartment! along· Mount Pleas&aftt Stieet and 
adjacent to the histoitc Meridian Hill Baptist Shurch and less tha~\wa'. hundi'ecl 
feet from the original Carnegie library, our puilding boasted almo;t 100 units and 
was home to a diverse group of families, friends, and neighbors. 

My name i&Yasmin·R.QrnertrCastillo and I have been President of the 3145 
Moum Pleasant StteefTenants' Association for eight years. 

This affidavit serves as notice of concern to-be.conveyed to DC comm~ns, 
boards,· panels, and<courts tha~~e safety of tutu~ 3:t45 Mount Pleasant Street 
Apartments {Monsigrlor R~) shall not be: put ~tt risk aga~n bit overcrOwded 
development along this troublecfresidential and business corridOr. 

This affidavit atso serves a$ notice that ChriS otten,ilocal organizer witt' the 
Ward One Ubrary Coalition, has been a helpful to the residenta of.the 3145 
Mount Pleasant Street in working with us to demonstrate alerts tb DC ... ershlp 
about the concerns regarding _this project. We appreciate his help as our civic 
p~. . 

The 3145 Mount Pleasant Street Tenants' Association must_alert City leadership 
·and the public to the fact that DC Public Library officials have ProPosed library 
expansion plans for the Mount Pleasant Library which will hlndtfr eme9.tncy 
response time and access to the rear of our building and to those· arou.nd us. 
This does·not bode wall for our futura given what has happaned li1 our· past. 

The Deauville Apartment building was totally destroyed in a fJYe alann. fire ,in .. the 
late evening of~ 12,2008, displacing more than 200 P89P1e. Three years 
later only the bumed shell remains -supported by -an iron framing stru'*'re. 
Tragically, the multiple explosions and super-hot a~d rigorous fire, jumped from 
our building to also destn)y the historic Meridian .HUt Baptist ChurCh. The cost of 
this devastation is in the many millions of doHara·and the smoke from tftis. tragic 
fire closed the Mount Pleasant library for cleaning. 

The Oeauvifle Apartment b~ilding was totally destroyed in a fiVe alarm. ttte in the 
late evening of Marett 13, 2008, displacing more than 200· people. T.hr$8 year:s 
·later only the burned sheU remains- supported by an iron framing struqture. 
Tragically, the multiple explosions and super~hot anq rigorouS fire jumped from 
our building to also destroy the historic Meridi~n Hill Baptist Church. Ttte·cost of 
this devastation is in the many _millie..- of dollars and the smoke fromttflis tragic 
fire closed the Mount Pleasant Lib~ry for cleaning. 
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r:wen~n forget that horrid. evening. 1 was comin;:nome from a locatineeting 
ancr&IW .all of the lights and heard sirens. · After'real~ing ~-)Nikling was· on fire, 
,nyJ!Iain focus was~ help my-.tenant&'.escape and flnd.a warm place tct:·stay: 
Wii-toOk tne elderty ancf-yaU11Q.to Haydee's restaurant.. Other buslnessea:o~ 
~---d~rs_ to our·tqght8ttecttanan1s-·eon Juan'a, the Mou~ PI~ aUto· 
~~op;;an(t. otners.. The Mayor and Councilmember help8d our te.-....rs::trnd 
shelller StjJOcil·hotels. · . ·.. . .. ~ 

Sirice that dreadful Marcl\ night in 2008, my role has been to keeP;tt:Mt 3146 
Mount.Pieaaant stra8t faintly acmewhat connected and ho~f9cally ~rr 
a~pation of returning to our new l)uilding.~. After experiencinO"ll fl~. of: such 
rage, oor mn.nta ~lAid l@te to .., a ltbrary"t:Onstructlon plan which-8xpa~ds 
services whiltlJtnultat;aously promoting emergency accesa to th; tear of our 
building-androf.thoae around u&. 

We desire the.chanice to helP our oe Fire Departmen.t readily get to people ~nd 
buildin~ in ~~With ~ncy equipmeri~. in~ding Yehlc_l!ls, .mo~·quickty 
and,.in a seter-rnanner thatvWh8t.91Jr brave emesgency personnel'WIH have to 
face ifthe~brary is buitt per.th&.ptopoaect plana. 

The library stands at the apex, or gateway, to a residential and buainess·coiTidor 
with tall building., many of ,them four-stories and taller. 'fhe sides an!:!· back of 
the library opens-up.into•an l;lfBB known by DCF£:1-as a "trouble apor·tor Its 
difficulty in navigatiOn, acace8sibility, and poor hydrant servia,. 

For example, in Novemberof2010, a neighbor fell to his d~. one·other.person 
died-from serious burna, an entire family seriously bumed WMh llf.threa,tening . 
injuries, and numerous residents injured in a fire in the buildi~Juat behind ours 
named the Serbin Towers, located at 3132 16th Street 

We. have al$o ~n informed thin on Christmas Da.IY 2010, a fire.OCC.U.,.:I ortthe 
tc)p floor Of the Park· Marconi, Which I$ located jusf next to the Jibrriry 4nct" lese 
than-100 feet fr'Qm our bultding . .-According to wHnesses,, DCFO·had troublfJ 
finding adequate· hydrant service increasing emetVfJnCY r8&pon8e time~ 

Library expansiort·is· needed and welcomed, -and we com~ the. District of · 
Columbia Ubrary BoartUor its 'tAslon. Howevet,.irle. strongly believe a~_ have 
continuously urged that the renovation and expansion be ·done reBpOD&Ibly.. 

The proposed construction plans call for adding an· rear expansion that -.~8" 
all the way to the ~-lot line, J)lua constructing a ma~lve.and v~ long,: 
accessibility ramp on the Lamont S1:reet side a! the fibrary~ Both of t~rojeet 
components needlessly block a critical emergency aceess PQint to_.behlnd the · 
library and adjacent apartments: - · · · 
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E nsion is needed and welcomed, and ·we appeciate the Oil:frict of 
Ubrary Board for its desire to grow Ward.'C?na l:.ibrary seNii#es. . . 

_ . , we strongly regret ttte lack of colaboratton_.wif:h th& commli':l~ on thrs 
~'l ~rtant projeCt we- h~ve continuously urged that the· renovation· and 
~nsfon be done r&aQODBibty. 

lli6.~ ~1be matter is the proposecl Ubrary construction plan& endanger-the 
I~ ....... One-U.OUS81'Jd teaidenta who .IMt. ~~tt\58 &.oubled qe~. and 
mosho~r,m;rtunately ~ctly riaka the work ~n our asaociatiort'~~ 
prominent National Housing, Trust to- bring. baCk affordable housril .U> Where the 
08auvilte once stftod. · · 

Opening...- '-P·~ thiS ....,.I Mecint PleDanf raa~c~e,...a·a.~d 
bualn- corifi.lrK ~rgency personnel muat be made ~:Priqfjty over 
out-of-conat.lntamalllbrary planning decillions. 

We are.seeki(lg help to rectify thesetplans as we wa'!l to prevent any $dditional 
senseles8-de8ths,.injUrie~:~~ homes anct·propcsrly from OCotJrring .because 
of the failare to act·responMifiY·~~ 

The 3145 Mount Pleasant Street·"Fenants AssociatiQn asks that CHy ltiadership 
seeks 1his projec;t be stopped until a more reasonable plan cart. be deemed safe 
for our apartment, our neighbors, and Mount Pleasant. 

Thank you. 

""""~ ..... .,. 3146 Mount Pkl&sant Street Tenants' Association 
Mou -~ANC Commiasioner 10..01 (2011 . .-2012) 

ident, CCM de SEEM (Saiwdoranos en el Mundo) 

:-vlt 
~-
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ADBLANTB MOUNT pJ.BASANT" COOPERATIVE 
3149 MOunt Pleasant Street, NW, Washington, DC 200010 

February 7, 2011 

The Adelante Mount Pleasant Cooperative made a decision at our special 
membership meeting, on Saturday, January 29, 2011, to join in appeal of a 
building permit for the Mount Pleasant Library renovation and expansion plans. 

We understand the DC Public Library would like to renovate and expand their 
library building, all the way the rear property line of the library lot, which 
'is adjacent to our apartment lot. · 

This affidavit serves as notice of concern to be conveyed to DC commissions, 
boards, panels, and courts that the Adelante Coop is being placed in unnecessary 
jeopardy. 

This affidavit also serves as notice that Chris Otten, a local organizer with 
the Ward one Library Coalition, continues to be a partner with the residents 
of the Adelante Mount Pleasant Coop in expressing these concerns to DC 
leadership and· we appreciate his help as our civic partner •. 

Th.e proposed library plans show a forty-five foot wall less than twenty feet 
from our building. This will seriously bl.ock air and light which this building 
has had for more than seventy years. 

More importantly, the expansion further limits emergency access to .our building 
and those of our neighbors. There have been at least three "fires requiring 
serious response in the past thirty-six months. This -area is known as a 
"trouble spot" by DCFD as -we have been witness to neighboring building burn 
to the ground resulting in millions of dollars of property destroyed by fire, 
and we have lost two neighbors with several others badly burned and healing. 

One week ago, on February 1, 2011, we wanted to participate in the Board of 
Zoning Adjustment hearing BZA Appeal #18152, regarding the library. We were 
pr~vented from going because of a serious scare on that same day when residents 
noticed black smoke pouring into our building. The Fire Department was 
dispatched and came to investigate. The smoke was being created by all of the 
massive machinery, huge back-hoes and dump-trucks, excavating behind our 
apartment. 

We have never received notice of a work plan for the demolition, excavation, 
and construction for this library. We understand this is a breach of DC 
regulations. The trucks are coming very close to our buildings without any 
protection provided in case of a mistake. The work trucks are emitting clouds 
of toxic air into our lungs. ~ 

This is not right. We do not believe DCPL discussed and negotiated plans with 
the community in good faith. The plans are flawed as they expose our communit-Y 
to greater risk in case of _emergency. The plans will be a major nuisance that 
could result in loss of property and life and at the very least removes important 
air and light and quality of life for surrounding residents. 
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The Adelante Mount Pleasant Cooperative at 3149 Mount rleasant Street, NW, 
request that safety be made a priority instead of the arbitrary and 
short-sighted expansion plans proposed by DCPL. 

Regards, 

~~~ 
Mrs. Ro;.;Ri;a~dent 
Adelante Mount Pleasant Cooperative 
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THE 3150- 16"' STREET RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION 
PARK MARCONI 

The Park Marconi has stood In the heart of Mount Pfea~ant for 75 years and 
was designed by none other than the architect, Robert 0. Scholz, who was 
known for his Art Deco buildings. Located at 3150 16th Street In Northwest 
Washington, DC the Park Marconi boasts a residency that has lived in the 
building for as long as 48 years to more recent residents, and neighbors who 
are multicultural; intergenerational and multl~lingual.-

Standing between what was once the historic Meridian Hill Baptist Church 
and the Carnegle~deslgned Mount Pleasant Library, this apartment building 
is hom~ to me and my neighbors. 

This affldavit .. serves as notice of concern to be conveyed to DC 
commlssions, boards, panels, and courts that the Park Marconi is being 
placed in unnecessary jeopardy. Conveyance ofthis concern is evidenced by 
the many letters we, the residents,- have sent over the past two years and 
the number of meetiqgs we attended. 

This affidavit also -serves as notice that Chris Otten, an ANC Commissioner 
and local organizer with the Ward One Library Coalition, has been a partner 
with the residents of the Park Marconi In expressin_g these concerns to DC 
leadership and we appreciate his help as our civic partner. 

We are deeply concerned because we .live within five feet on the South of the 
now burned out and condemned Meridian Hill Baptist Church and within 10 
feet on the West of the burned-out Deauvllle apartment building on Mount 
Pleasant Street. The Deauville was totally destroyed in a five alarm fire in 
March 2008, displacing more than 80 families. Leaping flames from this 
tragic fire also destroyed the Church. -Only the burned shell remains -
supported by an Iron framing structure. 

In November of 2010, a neighbor fell to his death, a mother died from 
s-erious burns, an entire family seriously burned with life-threatening 
injuries, and numerous residents injured In a fire in Sarbin Towers~ .. just 
three doors away from our homes. 

On Christmas Day 2010, a fire occurred on the top floor (5th) in our 
building, the Park Marconi. To our dismay, horror and deep concern, as we 
have forecast, the ladder truck was unable to make the turn to enter the 
curved access road in front of the.bullding. Only the smaller truck was able 
to gain entrance. Adding to the Fire fighters dilemma and our fear was the 
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fact that none of the flr:-e hydrants near the building or library were 
operational. Fire fighters were forced to close 16h Street between Park Road 
and Irving Street and run a hose from the smaller truck in front of our 
building across the national park and ac·ross 16th Street to a hydrant near 
the Department of Parks and Recreation building some 175 feet away. 

We are _thankfuf that no loss of llfe or property occurred at the Park 
Marconi. But, understandably with the number of fires, deaths, injuries, loss 
of homes and property along this fragile residential corridor, we continually 
express our concerns that that our area, aptly named by the DC Fire 
Department a "trouble spot" is a tragedy in-wafting. It Is extremely difficult 
to navigate by emergency personnel. Thls is quite disconcerting to not only 
the residents of Park Marconi, but also to our more than 1.000 nearbv 
neighbors. 

We believe that these concerns are totally justifiable and meritorious. These 
life-threatening events make it necessary for us to continue to resist the 
plans to renovate and expand the Mount Pleasant Llbrary under its current 
design. Library expansion ts needed arid welcomed, and we commend the 
District of Columbia Library Board for Its vision. However, we strongly 
believe and have continuously urged that the renovation and expansion be 
done responsibly. Unfortunately, our presence at meetings, letters and 
pleadings have fallen on deaf ears. The plans, in fact, further endanger those 
of us.livJng near the library and along this dangerous corridor. 

The plans call for an additton to the original library that will expand 
the building all the way to the rear property lot line. This will put 
the library less than 20 feet from residents living In two adjacent apartment 
buildings. The expansion further raises the building to a total of three 
stories, not Including rooftop HVAC units. This will block light and air and 
ruin our quality of life. 

Further, a long and high accessibility ramp on the Northwest side of the 
building will prevent.emergency personal and equipment from being able to 
access the rear of the library and adjacent buildings. R,educing emergency 
access for this corridor simply is n·ot prudent given the history of disaster on 
this corridor and endangers the lives of those living at the Park Marconi and 
surrounding apartments. 

Residents in the Park Marconi and the two adjacent buildings on Mount 
Pleasant, as well as concerned neighbors have asked Fire Chief, 
Dennis Rubin, to help the community evaluate how best DCFD will navigate 
emergencies given the library plans. We ·heard from him twice. First In 
Spring 2009 when the plans were still in development stage and he said in a 
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public and recorded meeting, "the greater the distance between the 
buildings the safer things are for his fire personnel and to limit fires jumping 
across the building gaps." Chief Rubin WC!S referring to the library's 
anticipation of bringing the addition less than 20 feet from surrounding 
buildings. 

Then In Summer 2010 and with no changes to the size of the expansion, 
Chief Rubin said he gave an."eyeball" evaluation of the property and 
approved the proposed library plans. We felt betrayed and insulted that he 
provided no ·meaningful report with calculated data or figures as to what 
project components were actually evaluated and no analysis of how under 
the proposed plans, ·he and his staff would respond to fire and EM 
emergencies of the more than 1,000 affected residents. We believe the 
proposed plans will reduce emergency response time to this troubled area. 

The proposed addition includes a massive wall attached to the rear of the 
current structure that will expand to les.s than 20 feet from .our 
buildings and the buildings behind the library on Mount Pleasant Street. Not 
only does It encroach upon us, this propos.ed structure will. block precious 
light and air and limit the quality of our liVes. It further heightens any 
already frightening fire and emergency situation. 

In summary, the proposed addition will Indeed block an emergency access 
point from Lamont Street and forever forestall a chance to make this 
"trouble spot" a safer place to Jive. Given the last two years and three 
buildings that have witnessed devastating fires with loss of life and property 
we fear that the Park Marconi may be next to face these serious 
conseQuences. 

We are seeking help to rectify these plans, bring the plans into compliance 
with safety protocol, and prevent any additional senseless deaths, Injuries, 
loss of homes and property from occurring because of the faUure to act 
responsibly and ~~ 

Plausible alternative plans have been offered to DCPL and their project 
managers have met with community leaders .to discuss these alternative 
plans. But, again,· DCPL moved ahead with Its original plan ~ ignoring the 
residents, Fire Chief and EM Chief. Our Councllmember, Jim Graham held 
meetings to discuss alternatives solutions. But now insists that we move on 
from this issue. With all due respect to Mr. Graham, he does not live in this 
corridor and has not had to clothe, feed, and house neighbors who have 
been displaced. Nor, has he had to attend the funerals and visit the injured. 
Nor does he have the "founded" fea'rs that we have when we hear the wall of 
a nearby· fire truck or ambulance. And so, this Issue of safety still and 
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continues to be an Important matterto us because It directly affects our 
lives and homes. 

The Park Marconi asks that City leadership seek a more reasonable 
expansion of the Mount Pleasant Library -- one which puts the safety. of 
we, the residents as a priority. 

Thank you. 

b~ 
The 3150 16th Street Residents' Association 

>·-·-... 
/ . 
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July J 4. 2011 

Office of Zoning 
ODe Judiciary Sql&'e 
441 4th Snet NW 
Suitc210S 
Waahington,DC20001 

· Re: BZA Varianse APDIIsetlon No 11241. ; Mt. flre"P' Idhpn 

Dear Members of the Board: 

We BJC residents located along the cl .. of businesses and JeSidential ~ 
located less d28n two-hundred feet adjacent IIJld behind the Mount Pleasant Library. 

Our neighbors aloog with otbers in this c:orridor have witnessed gqsve fires breaking out 
in this community over the past three years. Many of these buikliDgs are hiatorlc and arc not 
sprinklerod. The fires have burned doWn two buildinp within. twO-hundred feet of our ~iness 
and the Ubrary. -People have also been ldJled IUid bumed badly. Becauso of this sad history here, 
om apartment bas been put on alert that if a fire were to break put "of control. it could coDSWDe a 
large swatch ofbuildiDp in this area, including ours. 

Further, we believe it is quite UDfair that these rcaidelits light and air and quality of life 
will be affected by a giant 45 foot wall stancting less tban 20 feet 1iom om buildings. We had a 
pd smen vista and the SUDrOOm of the historic library to view until tbis plan was foisted on 
our community with little to no JM~ningful CODSUltation about this. 

We would like to see a compromise plan which gives sreater access to emergency 
officials 1tom LamODt Street alorig the welt side of the building to the·rear of the building and 
greater space· between the libmry and our apartmeDts. 

We, hereby authorize Chris Otten to repzescnt us the ~jnp before the D.C. Board 
of Zcming Adjustment coneemiDg tbe above-referenced applicatiOn and these safety and Ufe 
safety concerns ill this ~. · 

Sincerely, 
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July 14, lOll 

Office of Zoning 
One Judiciary Square 
441 4th Street NW 
Suite210S 
WashiDgtmi, DC 20001 

Re: BZA Vgiaw Agplgtiop rfp 18210. ; Mf. PlwiDti,Uppry 

Dear Members of the Board: 

We are residents located atons the cluster ofbusinessc1rand residentiPl.~ts 
located less than two-hundred feet adjiQellt and behind 1M Mount Pleasant Library. 

Our neighbors along with others· in tbis corridor have 'witnessed grave fires breaking out 
in this community over the past thm: years. Many of these buildings-aro historic and an not 
sprinklered. The fires have burned clown two buildings Within two-hundred feet of our business· 
and the library. People have also been killed BDd bumed badly. Because of this sad history here, 
om apartment bas been put on alert tbat if a tire were to break out of control. it could consume a 
largo swatch ofbu11dinp in this area, including ours. 

Further, we believe it is quite uzifair that these residents light and air and quality of life 
will be affected by a giant 4S foot wall standing less tbaD 20 feet fiom our buildiDgs. We had a 
grand green vista and the sumoom of the historic libra:rr to view until this plan was foisted on 
~ur coimnunlty with little 1o no mcaniDgfW CODSUltation about this. 

We would like. to see a compromise plan which gives greater access to emergency 
officials from Lamont Street ·along the wat side of the buildinf 1o the rear of the buildi.Dg and 
greater space between the library and our apartments. 

We, hereby~ Chris Otten to .represent us the proceedings before the D.C. Board 
of Zoning Adjustment concerning the aboVe-referenced application and these fire safety anclllfe 
safety conccms in tbis matter. 

Sincen:h. 
·u~ 
'Name:~~ 
Title: '32B;l~ 

Address: "3"'s' \Jlr ~ =sc ,.w ~S 

~i,t¥:-vW, 't)L.. r.oo ~a 
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July 14. 2011 

Office of Zoning. 
One Judiciary Square 
441 4th Street NW 
SuitellOS 
Washington. DC 20001 . 

Re: BZA V•rlwe AppJgtlpa Noll240. ; Mt, PJsi!Mt Ubrm 

Dear Members of the Board: 

We are residents located alq the cluster of busincsses ~residential apartmeDts 
loca1cd less than twO-hundred feet atljaccnt BDd behind the MOUDt Pleasint Library. 

Ourncishbors along with others in tbis corridor have witnessed grave fires 1nalcinc out 
in this community over the past three years. Many of~ buildfnp are historic and ue not 
sprinklered. 1he fires have bumcd clown two buildinp witbiD two-lnmdrecl feet of our business 
ad 1be library. People have also been killed ud burned badly. Because oftbis sad history here. 
our apastmem hal been put on alert that if a fire \1Va'O to break oui of control, it could consume a 
large swatch of buildings in this area, including ours. · 

Further, we believe it is quite unfair that these residmti fight and air and quality of life 
will be affected by· a giant 45 foot wall s«ancling less than 20 feet from our buildings. We bad a 
grand peen vista and the sunroom of~ historic library to view UDtil thiS plan was foistccJ on 
our communi~ with little to no meaningful couultation about this. 

We would like to sec a ~mproniise plan which gives greater access to emerpncy 
officials from Lamont Street along the west side of1he· building to tbe Jell' of the building 8Dd 
greater space between the h"brary and Our aparailents. 

We, hmeby authorize Chris Otten to represent us tbe piOCeediup before the D.C. Board 
of ZoniDa Adjustment concerning the above-referencccl application and 1hese fire safety and life 
safety concc:ms in this matter. 
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July 14, 2011 

Office qf Zoning 
One JQdiciarY Square 
441 4th sfreet NW 
Suite2lOS 
wasldnpm, DC 20001 

Re; BZA Variance Anlptlpa No 18240. ; ML ""rem Lllpry 

Dear Membm of the Board:. 

We aze a busiDess locateci alons 1ho cluster of businesses and residential apartments 
located less than two-hundred feet adjaceDt and behind fbe MoUDt Pleasant Library. 

Our business aloug with others in this eonidor have wltnesaecl.gra~ fires breaking out in 
this community over the past three yean. Maay of tbcle buiJd.inp are historic aad are not 
sprinldered •. The fires have burned down two buildings wi~ two-hundred feet of our busiDess 
and the librarY. People have also been killed ancl bumecl badly. Because of this sad history here~ 
our business has. 'been put on alert tbat if a fire were to break out of coimol, it eould consume a 
large swatch of buildiap in this area, including ours. 

Our business Stands with 01ber businesses and teSidellts in the area in opposition tO a 
complete green-liJht to allow DC Public Library 10 build an expamion 8lld accessibility ramp · 
which w,ill impair fire safety access to this couidor rather than expaDd fire emergency access to 
us and our troubled neighbors. We Would Hke to see a compromise plan which gives sreat.er 
access to emergency officials from Lamont Street along the west side of the building to the rear 
of the building. . 

We, hereby authorize Chris Otten to nprescnt us the proceedings befcne the D.C. Board 
of Zoning Adjustment concemiDg the above-referenced application and .these fire safety and life 
safety concerns in tbis matter. · · 
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DC's Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4111 Street NW 

Wasliirigton, oc 20001 
BZA Application No.l8240 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify and attest that on ~a copy of this motion to reconsider was faxed to the 
Board of Zoning Adjustment and then mailed first class or by electronic mail to each party 
below. 

Kinley R. Bray, Esq. 
Arent Fox Ll.P 
tOSO Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Single Member District Commissioner 1006 
Advisqry Neighborhood Commission .tD · 
1845 Harvard Street, N.W., #606 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

Melinda Bolling, Esquire 
General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
Dept. of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 
1100 4111 Street, S.W., 5* Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20024 

Matthew LeGrant, Zoning Administrator 
Dept. of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 
Building and Land Regulation .Administration 
1100 4th Street, s.w .• Room 3100 
Washington, D.C. 20024 

JeffBonvecbio · 
Director, Capital Projects Office 
D.C. Public "Library 
901 G Street, N:W. 
Washington, D:C. 20001 

Chairperson . 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission lD 
1380 Monroe Street, N.W., #117 
Washington, D.C. 20010 

Jim Gnham, Councilmember 
Ward One 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue. N.W .• Suite lOS 
Washington, o;c. 20004 

Attested By: ~..:::::;..,f--:--:7..::--~=---e.,......:;;___---r'­
ris Otten 

1830 Belmont Rd NW 
Washington, DC 10009 
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