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The Appellt;:e, the. District ofColumbia Department ofConsumer and Regulat(Jty Affairs 

(~'Appellee" or "DCRA't)! by and through unders_igned couns~t respectfully submits this 

supplement to its pre-heru.ing statement filed on January 7, 2011. 

In their appeal, the Appellants argue that the Zoning Administrator en-ed by allowing the 

Districi of Columbia Public 1..-i.br~.ry ("DCPL~') t<) de.sig11ate the lot line. a:but~ing Ltm:1ont Street ~~s 

the front of the Prop.erty. As e~plai.ned in the District's Pre-Hearing Statement, in designating 

Lamont Street as the front oft he Property. the Zoning Administrator relied on both guidance 

from the Zoning Regulations and the historical practices ofDCRA. Accordingly, the Zoning 

Administrator properly excrc.ised his discretion in interpreting and admin istering the Zoning 

Regulaticms. 

The Zoning Administrator's decision is also consistent with the prior decisions of the 

Board. In Appeal No. 15!36, the appellm1t argued that the Zoning Administrator erred in 

calculati1i;g the width of one of the lots in a subdivision. See: Appeal M.t 15136 ofPhil 

Lr., . 'i ·l· . , . - b· ,t, ,trt. · 1" • 1 ; ·· ,, .. , _,..r ,,_,- th· . '· .. ,J (' ·- . . · • ,:·. :~('"'(I C\C>{)\ . • . ~ "!'T "' l · ··_, lJ. ·t· 4'·). tY.tt:;l1L .e son ull (.flay o1 .11(• \JSW} .ntelgrl . ornoo14 .. ommtsswn .1 .. :. :to ... 1 <h p. 1. . .• 1e , or 1, o . o 

abutted two streets. ld. httnaking. his. catc:uiations, the Zoning Adntln.istn~ttRt:onsidered the side 

of the lot facing Rock Creek Drive as the front; ho·wever, the appell{mi argued that Woodland 
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Drive should he ccoJtsideted the th;nt. 1d; In that ease, the Zoning .Ad!11inistmtor e.xphtincu tlntt 

when a h)t is a corner lot ht \Vill usc ~'wlmtever lot lines are most advatit~gt~Citts to the applictu1t. ,; 

1d. at p. 8. There, the Board found the Zoning Administrator's calculation. of the .lot \Vidth to he 

'"reasonable and not inconsistent with the Zoning Reghlations." ltl. ~1t p. 10. 

Similarly, in Applimtiofl No . .! 6071, the applicant's property abutted more than one 

streer. See Applicatian No~ 16071 r:Jfthe ft'asldnglon Jnternratorut! Sthaol (1995) Bt p. 2. I\$ the 

Zoning Regulations state t!;c mlddte (Jfthe fiont of a building is the measudng point to be used 

in determining ihe height and number of stories of a buitdilig, the Board had to dcten11ine which 

side was th.e front !d. The applicant's expert witness testified, "that when prope11y fro11ts on . . 

more than one streGt, any front may be used to dr;:te.rn1lne tho .building. height" ld. 'flre Bom:d 

then dc:ferrcd to the applicant's expert a.n.d used the p~linJ ofmeasurcrne.ilt indicttted on the 

applicant's plans. ld. 

As the Zoning Administrator's interpretation was reasonable and consistent with bqth t:he 

Zoning Regulations and thi...~ Board's prior decisions, the appeal shou1d be denied, 

J:mu~tt:y ~"'.:"~; . 2011 

RespectfuHy Subn:~itted, 

IRVIN B. NATHAN 
Acting Attorney General 

tvtELINDA 1VL BOLLING 
General Counsel. 
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(202) 442-9447 (fax) 
jay.surabian@dc.gov 
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Chris Otten 
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Washington, DC 20009 
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