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FThi < 3145 Mount Pleasant Street Tehalits’ Association:
R “Former Deauville Apamnens L
Futuna Mnnslgnor Romero’ Aptrtmerﬂl;

@‘@p‘e apartment bulldmg at, 3145 Mount Pleasant Streekwas an ongsnal mstand
pui |[d|ng bgfore it burned to the ground in March of 2008.. '/

.l".
e .y '

"adjacent to the histofic Meridian Hill Baptist hurchand less thanjtw§ hlifidred

- feet from the original Catnegie library, our building boasted almogst 190 Linits and

wag “home to a diverse group of families, frle=nds and neighlbors.. 4 “

o \“ w & oo :
My name m‘Ysasmln Rpm=ro-Castilfo and | ﬁ?ave been President of'the 3145
Mou nt Plea‘sant Street Tenants’ Association for eight years: .,}4' N
Thls a‘fﬁdavnt sefvies as natice’ of com,smto'ba conveyedl to DG'commissiong;
boards, panels andggourts maﬁhe Safety of fyture S#45 Mount Pleasant Street
“Apartments {(Monsignor chnfero) shall not berput at fisk agaif By overcrowded -,
development arong th|s troub[ed u'esuientlal and’busindss cmmder SRR

3 f i N E
Thig aff' dav:t aldo serves as notice‘that Chris Otte Zloc,al otgamzer wnth the __', ".
‘Ward One Libggry "Coalition, has been a helpful to the residente ofthe 3145
Mount Pleasant Street in working with us to demonstrate’ alerts t6 DC \Ieadershlp :
about the concerns \ragardmg this pmject We apprecnate his help as our cjvie

\ pariner. Coy I IR

b - r

Sianmng adfacent to other original apartmenfs alongwMount Ple? 6F treet and

The 3145 Mount. Pleasant Street Tenants' Association must lert |ty lacldersmp.
and the public to thifact that D€ Publie Library officials have préposed libtary
expanslon plans for the Mount Pleasant Library which. will hinder eimergency
response time and access to the rear of our building “and to those afound us:
This does nmt hpde well for out future gwenl what has ha\ppened in our past

The Deauvnle Apartment buﬂdmg was totallby destioyed in‘a five a!arm fire nﬁthe
late ‘evening of March 12, 2008, displacing more than 200 people Three/;egrs
later only the burned shell remains = supported gy'an iron framing’ structure.
Tragically, the multiple explosuons and $uper-hot and rigorous fire jurmped from
our building to also destrdy the historic Meridian.Hill Baptist Church. The -cost of
this devastation is in the many fhillions of dollarsénd thesmoke from tﬁls traglc
ﬁre closed the Mount Ple'asant lerary for claanmg

,_ J -»v ¥ -.’
]

The Deauvulle Apartmgnt byilding was totally destroyed in‘a f" ve alarm fite'in the
late evening of March 13, 2008, di splac:nng more than'200- people Three years
later only the burned shell 7 remiins ~ supported by an-iron ﬂ'ammg structure.
Tragically, the multiple e)'plosuons and sup«ar-hot ang rgorous 'ﬁrerjumped from
our building to also destroy the' istorjc Meridian Hill Baptist Church, The cost of
this devastation is in the many illios of dollars- and the smoke Trbrn-tﬁus traglc 1
fire closed the Mount Pleasant lera rfor cleamngn

v
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Nﬁﬂ;ﬂé’bon-forget that horrid evening. 1 was comingzhoime from & logal meetin
‘and 8aw all of the lights and heard sirens. Afters€alizihg the-building was on fire,
J.ﬂs / main focus was to help Ty tenants’ escape and find,a watm place'to stay” -
Ve took the elderly and-young to:Haydee's restaurant, Other businesses ~o"g'emed
Ap:their doors to ouf frightened tenants — Den Juan's; the Mougt ,Pleagiﬂf autg’
#8pair shop,-and others. The Mayor and Councilmember hielped our tenant's:find.”
shgltenﬁt“localhmels ny " N d RSty

c B Ry . . RPN
Since that dreadful March night in 2008, mnyIe has been to 'keeﬁ'-.tﬁfe' 3145
Mount Pleasant Street farily somewhat corinected and housed.#ocally in

,antidipation of returning to our new building: :After experiencingra fire &f such
rage, our tengnts would like to se@ a libraryseonstruction glan which.@xpands
Semigeg,whﬂgmyltaﬁébusly promoting emergency access to the fear of our ..
building*andcgf:those around us. - ’

We desjre the.change to help our DG ‘Fire D‘e’paﬂmer_}t readily get to people and
buildings in distress with enjergency equipmeti, inclizding vehioles, more quickly
and,in a safér mynher thar’what:our brave emérgenty personnel will haveto
face'if thedibrary is built per. the proposed plans. ' ’

The library stands™at the apex, or gateway, to a residential and business corridor
with tall buildings, many of them four-stories and taller. The sides and-back of -
the library opens up, intc an area known by DCFD) ‘as a “trouble spot” for fis

difficulty in navigatiori, accegsibility, and poor hydrant céniine

'Fér example, 1n November of 2010, a neighbor fell to his deatfi, orieother person

Alied from serious buiri€, an entire family seriously burned with lifesthreatening
injuries, and numeroéus residents injured in a fire in the building just behind ours
named the Sarbin Towers, located at 3132 16th Street. ' -7
S ClE r - . .
‘We have alsc teen informed that on Christmas D&y 2010,.8 firé occitrred off the
top floor of the Park Marconi, Which is Tocated justnext to the fibrary and less ",
than-100 feet from our building. . According to witnesses, DCFDhad froubhs “
finding adequate-hydrant service incfeasing emergency response time.’ _

Library expansion is r;éq;lea and W&_aldo,med, and wé command the, District of
Columbia Library-Board:for its visidn. Howevet, e strongly believe afd have
continuously urged that the renovation and expansion be done respqnsiblv.

The proposed construction plans cal! for adding an‘rear éxpansien that exiends”
all the way to the rear,lot line, plus constructing & masgive and very long
accessibility ramp on the Lamgnt Street side of the library. Both of these projeet
components needlessly block a critical emergency access pajnt to,behind the
library and adjacent agartments. ‘

B _""' " Y
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xpansmrr is needed and weltomed,and we épprematethe Dns.tnct of

i \k% a'e Library Board fop its desire to grow Ward,pne tibrary Services.

Ho ver, we strongly regret the lack of collaboratianmth the community on tHis
vety important project. We héve continuously urged that fh?‘renovaﬂmn and ¥
e@anston be done responsiply. -

‘!t

'?uhe\tact cf the matter is the proposed library construction plans endanngar the
hvespf almevst one—thousamd residents who live along this froubled ¢orridor and
mbst unfortunately dicectly risks the work betweén Gur asso«:latnoniﬁnd -

préminent National Housmg,Trust to bring: back affordable housmb to where the.
Déauvjlle ohce stood.’

Opening access up. along this central Mo(int Pleasant rensldantial and ~ .
business cc:rr]"d’o: to’emergency personnel must be made the ‘prionty over
out-of—contm mternal library planning decisions.

We are,seeking helg to rectify tHese*plans as we war;t to pre=vent any additighal
senseless.desths, m]unes#s of homes and¥propery from oéourring because
of tlge fallmr@ to az:t respong] apd now. -
\ b
The 3145 Mount Pleasant Streer Fenants Associatign asks: that Clty Ieadershlp‘
" seeks this project be stopped until a more reasonablie plan’ (,ambe deeme=d safe
for our aparltmem our neughbors and Mount Pleasant. -

uniAF éa'san'ﬁ(ANC Commissioner 1D-01 (2011.-‘;'2012)
ident, CCM de SEEM (Salvedorenos en el Mundo) ., *
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{ifidavif of YagminRomero-Castillo, Président of the 3145
Mmunt,rleasnm Stmet 'Jrcnams’ Assuclmqn . ;, oo

. l‘l' Y
\ t u\‘n v

" .‘.:- - 4'% '- ~
My name is Yasmm Ronjenu—Cashllo 1am oﬁegal age, and cﬁr’#nﬂy ?siﬂe at

g'-. 1~\,\

"‘33 54 /mma%fﬂgmm# ? WOE2002

/wxdawl Deed,

:DC Public legm? have proposcd fﬂans to renovute mnd e.xpand the Mcunf?lneasant Library, located at 316
Lamgnt Street, MW, Washington, DC., .-

Jhe proposed plans call fona three-s.tory expansion oﬁ' the back o‘t“the ungmaul library bunldmg, extendin g out
all the: wath the Teat property lot {ing, S

t

" The proposéd ¢x ,pansmn will.block e=mergency access ﬁon}Lamont Stmt to the rear of tlhe, library and adjacent

Mount Plgasant. apsutmentbuddmgs and busmesses ST R
'The propqsed expansion- wﬂl also block li ﬁht and ajr and will reduco.' the qual nty of life fmr surrounding residents
4lwmg in the aparhnems T T ¢ : 1

" There s been o 1meanmgﬁxl analysw‘of how the pmpdsed library expansion \ylﬂ affect the ability of

. emﬂ‘gcn’g personnel in any Cmergency sntuatlon to rescuc pceplc and property of thosé in the surrounding area. '
Mount Pleasant Street burned 16 the ground in a five-atarm fire just three years agQ. DCFD could not access the
. Tear of our building very easily and in ime. The fire spread from the back of out r'm"ldmg and also destroyed
the hi‘storlc Meridian Hill Baptist Chunch which sat just behind'3145 Mounit Pleasant Stregt. )

..Mcst recently there huv;been two additional fires (Fall and Wintér 2010) that included loss of” hfe and bmdly .\
- injuring several pempj_;., Inchiding chxldren and destrqying more property. -
" This corridor is know to thfHC Firg Department as a “trouble spot” in tefs. ofthe lnnblhty ofemqrgency
_*personnel to Ravigate casil anq_hc lack of ndequate hydrant service.. .

o Residents of the futuré 3‘14;-Muum Plcasant Street- bchcvc the propbsed library expunsmm plans hmghtgn the
= problem of emcrgeugy aceéss and/fear for their property and lives and el ieve the plans risk the work oftour
assoclatlon in estnbllshmg ﬁxture aﬁcordqble rental units where thg Deauville Apartments once stood,

mmmwmmmmmm
ﬁi qmuugulpl,_.l)qf

Yas\:um Romero-Castillo, bemgf r;t duly sw rii on bnEh according td lnw,jliﬁoses ayd Sdys thiat she has réadthe’ -

f"“'egqmg AFF}D@;:‘ he 3145 MountPleasant Street Tenants’ Associatmn, Byshier sublscribéd, t:hnt the miateers
, stated herem are truc’ best of her information; knowﬂedlge &ud belief. .,

7 ?om@ - c/ssz/q_a

lclqp ] enit's name] L

y ‘o‘f .‘lanuary, 201 1

;.:r:‘ - '..S:!L_‘.,' .

[,lgnature‘ne aulthonzed to takg:rtf davnts] ‘:"' '“‘:’"m
¥ o 'ﬁﬁq:' L \.’-"..'
orrrriey A éz// B b
[mlc of the pmon aulhurued to take’ nﬁ‘“ﬂzmts[i N - . e
L i.

My commissxon explres / Z @} 267/92 .. ‘ :'--‘ 51 )

f‘

.
p.o



Form 140 7 —
(Revised 08/17/10) o ' Case No. /g/ é—-" 2—*

» A » A - . . -
Before completing this form, please review the instructions on the reverse side.
> ) & () A O REQ RED 9 L x UR & 2 0
AR OMP FORM O O O BE A PAR
NAME: Last . il . ﬁ:rst . — . - Middie 1.
KOmeR0- CAST7140 NASMIN
ADORESS: Street %th ) Apt, # (ffany) | State Zip Cade
MOuNT PLeNSANT ST # 7 WS IETOM c 2ocly

202 ¥BG ¢ 6%

“* I, hereby request to appear and participate as a party.

Wwill you appear as a{n) l:w Proponent 3| Opponent

Date

/)27

If yes, please enter the name and addregs ' . i
| S oo
NAME: Last First Middle I,

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTAIENY

District of Calymbis _ o
ADDRESS: Street CASE .NO 2 ! Ste. # fif any) City Stote Zip Cod?‘_‘ \
- fz e
EXHIRITNO Cé

Phone No. Fax No. E-Mail

Piease answer all of the following questsns referencmg why the above person shoul be gnanted party :

{if you require ddm{tlonai spage please attach an additional sheet.

1}. How will the property owned or occupied by such person, or in which the person has an interest be affected by the action requested of the Board?
FIRE SAFET Y RISK. 4 ALVERSE AFFECT oM IR A (1 oM T
SREDVCT70~) /1 EreRGEAIE Yy ReRSONpel AccESS
2). What legal interest does the person have in the property? (i.e. owner, tenant, trustee, or mortgagee)
., — . /
fRESIDENT ol 3145 MOmT j2EASHAT STRYET TEMANT S ASSOC,
3}, What is the distance between the person’s bropemr and the property that is the subject of the appeal or application before the Board? {Preferably no

farther than 200ft.) LESS fﬂ’gw 200 :F‘EE‘T' ; WE PN SEE L/gm;Qy FM /?EZZ/Q

4). What are the environmental, economic or social impacts that are likely to affect the person and/or the person’s property if the action requested of the
Board is approved or denied?

TF 7HE BOARD PENIES APPERL Dc PUBLIC LIBRRRY W)Ll
Sy1LD AN EXpANS/Ion) 70 THE ReAR. PROPERT 'y LINE 4op.
STIFLIn/G €MeRéency AcceSS 10 ReSIDEMTS atbidat

5). Describe any other relevant matters that demonstrate how the person will likely be affected or aggrieved if the action requested of the Board is

approved ar denied.

ADVERSE pEFecT on/ Pﬁz?ﬁamy vALVES ; CIGHT ¢ AIR
OVORCROWD 1/ & ALONEG e SioenTiA L CORARIDOR- - ﬂ%‘e s

6). Explain how the person’s interest will be more significantly, distinctively, or uniguely affected in character or kind by the proposed zoning action than

@R #’UTW?e /4/0/4/@7 ment Builpiné witl Be AT R 6k
OF Qo YweR BeVA STATING FIRe RecAvsE T'L,LE_R/ e |
/(&Q,C}ky PLANS BLOCK. Emeﬁgemoy AccesSS T 0 Ay 255‘“4“
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The 3145 Mount Pleasant Street Tenants’ Association
Former Deauville Apartments
Future Monsignor Romero Apartments

The apartment building at 3145 Mount Pleasant Street was an original historic
building before it burned to the ground in March of 2008.

Standing adjacent to other original apartments along Mount Pleasant Street and
adjacent to the historic Meridian Hill Baptist Church and less than two hundred
feet from the original Carnegie library, our building boasted almost 100 units and
was home to a diverse group of families, friends, and neighbors.

My name is Yasmin Romero-Castillo and | have been President of the 3145
Mount Pleasant Street Tenants’ Association for eight years.

This affidavit serves as notice of concern to be conveyed to DC commissions,
boards, panels, and courts that the safety of future 3145 Mcount Pleasant Street
Apartments (Monsignor Romero) shall not be put at risk again by overcrowded
development along this troubled residential and business corridor.

This affidavit also serves as notice that Chris Otten, local organizer with the
Ward One Library Coalition, has been a helpful to the residents of the 3145
Mount Pleasant Street in working with us to demonstrate alerts to DC leadership
about the concerns regarding this project. We appreciate his help as our civic
partner.

The 3145 Mount Pleasant Street Tenants’ Association must alert City leadership
and the public to the fact that DC Public Library officials have proposed library
expansion plans for the Mount Pleasant Library which will hinder emergency
response time and access to the rear of our building and to those around us.
This does not bode well for our future given what has happened in our past.

The Deauville Apartment building was totally destroyed in a five alarm fire in the
late evening of March 12, 2008, displacing more than 200 people. Three years
later only the burned shell remains — supported by an iron framing structure.
Tragically, the multiple explosions and super-hot and rigorous fire jumped from
our building to also destroy the historic Meridian Hill Baptist Church. The cost of
this devastation is in the many millions of dollars and the smoke from this tragic
fire closed the Mount Pleasant Library for cleaning.

The Deauville Apartment building was totally destroyed in a five alarm fire in the
_late evening of March 13, 2008, displacing more than 200 people. Three years
later only the burned shell remains — supported by an iron framing structure.
Tragically, the multiple explosions and super-hot and rigorous fire jumped from
our building to also destroy the historic Meridian Hill Baptist Church. The cost of

BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT
District of Colr?bia

CASE N().___L[ / j ~;2"‘

EXHIBIT NO.___E%Z___
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this devastation is in the many millions of dollars and the smoke from this tragic
fire closed the Mount Pleasant Library for cleaning.

| won’t soon forget that horrid evening. | was coming home from a local meeting
and saw all of the lights and heard sirens. After realizing the building was on fire,
my main focus was to help my tenants’ escape and find a warm place to stay.
We took the elderly and young to Haydee’s restaurant. Other businesses opened
up their doors to our frightened tenants -- Don Juan’s, the Mount Pleasant auto

repair shop, and others. The Mayor and Councilmember helped our tenant’s find
shelter at local hotels.

Since that dreadful March night in 2008, my role has been to keep the 3145
Mount Pleasant Street family somewhat connected and housed locally in
anticipation of returning to our new building. After experiencing a fire of such
rage, our tenants would like to see a library construction plan which expands
services while simultaneously promoting emergency access to the rear of our
building and of those around us.

We desire the chance to help our DC Fire Department readily get to people and
buildings in distress with emergency equipment, including vehicles, more quickly
and in a safer manner than what our brave emergency parsonnel will have to
face if the library is built per the proposed plans.

The library stands at the apex, or gateway, to a residential and business corridor
with tall buildings, many of them four-stories and taller. The sides and back of
the library opens up into an area known by DCFD as a “trouble spot” for its
difficulty in navigation, accessibility, and poor hydrant service.

For example, in November of 2010, a neighbor fell to his death, one other person
died from serious burns, an entire family seriously burned with life-threatening
injuries, and numerous residents injured in a fire in the building just behind ours
named the Sarbin Towers, located at 3132 16th Street.

We have also been informed that on Christmas Day 2010, a fire occurred on the
top floor of the Park Marconi, which is located just next to the library and less
than 100 feet from our building. According to witnesses, DCFD had trouble
finding adequate hydrant service increasing emergency response time.

Library expansion is needed and welcomed, and we commend the District of
Columbia Library Board for its vision. However, we strongly believe and have
continuously urged that the renovation and expansion be done responsibly.

The proposed construction plans call for adding an rear expansion that extends
all the way to the rear lot line, plus constructing a massive and very long
accessibility ramp on the Lamont Street side of the library. Both of these project
components needlessly block a critical emergency access point to behind the
library and adjacent apartments.



Library expansion is needed and welcomed, and we appreciate the District of
Columbia’s Library Board for its desire to grow Ward One Library services.
However, we strongly regret the lack of collaboration with the community on this
very important project. We have continuously urged that the renovation and
expansion be done responsibly.

The fact of the matter is the proposed library construction plans endanger the
lives of almost one-thousand residents who live along this troubled corridor and
most unfortunately directly risks the work between our association and the

prominent National Housing Trust to bring back affordable housing to where the
Deauville once stood.

Opening access up along this central Mount Pleasant residential and
business corridor to emergency personnel must be made the priority over
out-of-context internal library planning decisions.

We are seeking help to rectify these plans as we want to prevent any additional
senseless deaths, injuries, loss of homes and property from occurring because
of the failure to act responsibly and now.

The 3145 Mount Pleasant Street Tenants Association asks that City leadership
seeks this project be stopped until a more reasonable plan can be deemed safe
for our apartment, our neighbors, and Mount Pleasant.

Thank you.

Yasmin Romero-Castillo

President, The 3145 Mount Pleasant Street Tenants’ Association
Mount Pleasant ANC Commissioner 1D-01 (2011-2012)
President, CCM de SEEM (Salvedorenos en el Mundo)



. Form 140

| (Revised U8/17/10) z , Case No.
D AR A S B ' . >,
Bafore completing this form, please review the Instructions on the reverse side.
O QO AR OT REQ RED TO CO P & ) 2 0, A
OMP : ORM O 0 of:
NAME, Lot i — First . il Middie §.
KomeRQ- CASTILO NASmN

AUDRESS: Strret okt . Apt. 4 {Yany) try ' Stute T coddc
| 3384 MOuNT PLENSANT ST 47 WASK/NEIon ¢ ¢ 206D
-1 Phone Nou ) Fax No. F-Mulf

202 ¥B6 ¢ 677

-* 1, herehy requaest te appear and particlpate a5 3 party-

Will you appear as a{n} ‘\ w Pgoponentg’ 33| Onponent

If yes, please enter tha name and addrege

T T T

mct ‘Aa. B {if any) city Statw Ll tuade
Phonc Na. Fax Na. [ ».

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Please answer ail of the following questions referencing why the above person stould be granta
i (1 you requlre additlonal space, please atiach an addivonal lsheet,)

d party status.
A

1). How wili the property owned or occupled by such persen, or In which the persan has on interest be affected by the action requested of the Soard?
FIRE SAFETY RISK 5 ALVERSE AFF ECT oW AIR Ao 1 e T-
REDYCTIoN) I/ EIVIERGENIE Yy LERSONNEL HAccESS
2}, Whatlegal inturest dous the person have In the property? [l.e. owner, tenant, trustes, or mortgagee)
. — _ — ! ne
F/?&S‘/DE,W OF 24 WovnT /ALEASHATE STREET TEANANT S AssaC,
3). What s the distance botwoen the person’s property and the property that Is the subject of the appeal or application before the Board? (Preferably no

father than200)  ra S U] 200 FEET ; WECANSEE L/BIQQRy FRom7 REAR)

4). What are the envirenmental, economic or soclal impacts that are litely to affect the person and/or the percon’s proparty [f the actlon requested of the
Aoard Is approved or denled?

E THUE BoARD DENIES APPEAL Dc PvBL/Ic CIBRARY wiLd
Syt D AN EXPANVS/ON 70 THE ReAR. Pkaﬁc,ery LINVE " 4 soe.
ST I CeREENC Y AcceSS o ReSIDEMS atedav

5). Describe any other relevant matters that domunstrate how the person will llkely be affocted or aggrieved If the action requeasted of the Board 5 -

approved or denicd.

ADVeERSE REFecT onl PROJFERT] VALVES | CI1GHT + AIR
OVeRCROWD Iin& ALONG ReSioenTin L LoRRIDOR- f%fﬁwc

6). Explnin how the person’s interost will be more significantly, distnctively, or uniquely affected in character or kind by the progosed soning uciion than
that of other person’s In the general public.

BUR.. £yruRe APARTMENT Builpine witl Be AT RIGK
oF N0 YHeR DeVA SrATING FIRe BecAvsE nLER/ p
LIBRARYY PLANS BLOCK. EMeRGNCY AccesS T8 O/S, ZW
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