
Servants of the Lord and the Vugm ofMatara 

Statement m Support of Request for Renewal of Special Exceptwn/Certlficate of Occupancy 
for 

1326 Qumcy Street, NE, Washmgton, D.C 

Permit No C01100930 

The Servants of the Lord and the Vugm of Matara (heremafter, "SSVM"), hereby submits this 
statement m support of Its application for renewal of its special exception to use Its residence at 
1326 Qumcy Street, NE, Washmgton, DC ("subtect property") as a religwus group residence 
(See, Attachment A attached hereto) The special exceptiOn was Imtially granted by the Board of 
Zomng Adjustment (the "Board") on September 17, 2010 (the "lmtial Order") 

SSVM IS seekmg the renewal of the special exception at this time IS pursuant to the conditions 
imposed on SSVM's special exceptiOn m the lmtial Order, whereby the special exceptiOn was 
granted With a term limit of five (5) years Th1s term hm1t condition was subsequently upheld 
by the Board m Its final Order on ReconsideratiOn dated January 11, 2011 (See, Attachment B 
attached hereto) The date for renewal of the special exception IS September 1 7, 20 15 

In its decisiOn denymg the ReconsideratiOn request, the Board acknowledged that the ImpositiOn 
of a term hmit conditiOn to the special exceptiOn use served multiple purposes, all of which 
could be revisited and possibly revised at a later date Indeed, the Board opmed that the special 
exceptiOn use grant Itself mdicated a "determmatwn that the use Will hkely not have adverse 
Impacts on Its neighborhood, but to ensure that his determmat10n Is correct, the Board may 
Impose a term" (P 4) As the supportmg evidence will hopefully show, SSVM beheves It Is 
able to prove that the Board's Imtial thmkmg was correct and the special exception should be 
renewed and not subject to any further conditions 

Board Imposition of Special Exception Use Conditions 

In May 2010, Ronald McDonald House Charities filed an apphcatwn for special use to operate a 
rehgious group residence for 96 persons (Apphcatwn No 18095) The Ronald McDonald House 
subsequently sold the Subject Property to SSVM On September 17, 2010, the Board granted a 
special exception to use the subject property as a rehgwus group residence Pnor to the Imtml 
Order, a heanng was held on September 14, 2010 to discuss the apphcatwn At this meeting, no 
parties appeared m opposition to the apphcatwn and, consequently, the apphcatlon was granted 

As the special exceptiOn use, represented, m the eyes of the Board, a new "use," It was not 
posstble to refer to any evidence of adverse impact on the neighborhood Therefore, a term hmit 
of five (5) years was Imposed on the special exceptiOn m an effort to "guard agamst 
unforeseeable [theu emphasis] adverse Impacts that may arise m the future" (P 4) The term 
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hmtt also, accordmg to the Board, provided SSVM With a defined time penod to create a 
"positive "track record" m the neighborhood" (P 4) and request that the special exceptiOn be 
renewed With no term attached to It 

It IS also Important to remember that m grantmg a special exceptiOn the Board has a duty to 
ensure two cntlcal objectives are met. (1) harmony With the purpose and mtent of the Zonmg 
Regulations and Maps and (2) no tendency for the use to adversely affect the neighbormg 
property When the use IS regarded as "new," as m the case of SSVM, the Board has determined 
that the most effective way to ensure these objectives are met IS through the Imposition of a 
tlme/term limitatiOn In the case of the SSVM, this hmitat10n IS the aforementiOned five (5) 
years 

SSVM Response to Board Imposition of Conditions 

No Adverse Impact on Neighborhood 

In Its Imtlal Order, the Board determmed that the grant of the special exception to the SSVM 
could be regarded as an affirmation of the special exception use meetmg one of the Board's key 
objectives bemg m harmony With the general purpose and mtent of the Zonmg RegulatiOns and 
Maps (See, Summary Order, P 2) 

With this objective already met, SSVM Wishes to show how It has complied with, m the 
mtervemng years, the second objeCtive, namely no tendency to adversely affect neighbonng 
property 

In support of SSVM's request for renewal of the special exceptiOn and omission of any 
conditions, especially tlme l1mits, SSVM has attached letters from neighbors residmg Withm a 
200 feet radms of the subject residence (See, Attachment g These letters confirm that m the 
years smce 2011, when SSVM came to the neighborhood, It has been both a welcome additiOn 
to, and an integral part of, the commumty Such affirmative quotes mclude 

"The Servants of the Lord and the Vzrgm of Matara are szmply a JOY to have as nezghbors " 

"Their presence zn our nezghborhood has been a profound blesszng, brzngzng a spmt of tranqwl 
peace t' 

"We really enJOY the relatwnshzp we have wzth the Szsters next door " 

These affirmatiOns are also echoed by Ursula Higgms, Commissioner, Advisory Neighborhood 
CommissiOn 5B ("ANC"), who, I~ confirmmg "the ANC's support of the SSVM's renewal 
application, acknowledges no complamt from withm the neighborhood agamst the SSVM and 
regards SSVM as a "welcome addition to the local commumty " This sentiment was echoed by 
the fact that SSVM was invited to and participated as a feature home on the 14th Annual 
Brookland House and Garden tour, whtch took place on June 8, 2014 
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Number of Residents at Subject Residence 

SSVM would also hke to clanfy for the Board the confusion that seems occurred related to the 
Issue of the number of residents at the subject property, namely that It was, and sttll IS, the 
mtention of SSVM to house up to 96 residents on a permanent basis 

In support of Its apphcat10n for the renewal of Its special exceptiOn mmus any attached 
conditiOns, SSVM would hke to categoncally state for the record that It was never Its intentiOn to 
permanently, or even for an extended penod of time, house 96 residents at the subject property 
This oft-quoted number may have been mentioned at the time of the tmttal apphcat10n for a"' 
certificate of occupancy m 2010, but it does~orrespond with the reahty of how many mdivtduals 
actually reside at the property Although the lmtial Order did allow for up to 96 residents, It IS a 
fact that this allowance contnbuted to the Board's declSlon to Impose a term limit 

Therefore, m keepmg with SSVM's request for a renewal for the special exception wtthout 
conditions, SSVM can confirm that at any one time, there Is likely to be no more than 25-50 
sisters are resident at the subject property (last year, for example, there were 33 sisters resident) 
This number should be separated from the fact that on occas10ns that special events are held at 
the subject property, there exists the capacity for up to 96 mdivtduals to reside there, albeit for a 
short, defined penod of time. Consequently, we would request that m dehberatmg whether to 
grant the renewal of the special exception, the Board considers the former number (25-50) as the 
maximum for the number of residents and not the latter (96) ,This also would place SSVM well 
withm the 58 people detailed on the certificate of occupancy, attached hereto as Attachment D 

It IS also Important to mention that when "special events" are to occur, SSVM goes to great 
lengths to ensure Its surroundmg neighbors are provided WitQ. adequate notice with an aim to not 
adversely Impact the commumty As the Board will be able tell from the testimomals attached as 
Attachment B, SSVM has been qmte successful m achievmg that objeCtive 

Conclusion 

In conclusiOn, SSVM requests the renewal of Its special exceptiOn and certificate of occupancy 
wtthout conditions We beheve we have met the Board's two objectives they Cite as determmmg 
whether to grant the special exception, namely harmony with the purpose and mtent of the 
Zomng Regulations and Maps and no tendency for the property use to adversely affect the 
neighbonng property. 

Smce the Imttal grant of It special' exceptiOn m 2010, SSVM has worked diligently to mtegrate 
Itself mto the commumty and have become an active and fondly-regarded member of It We 
fully mtend to contmue this work and so we request that the Board consider the evidence 

3 
DSMDB-3336903 vi 



provided and grant the renewal of SSVM's special exceptiOn and certificate of occupancy 
Without ~y conditiOns or term hmits 

Dated )~ 18' '2015 
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