
CIVIL WAR PRESERVATION TRUST 
Saving America's Civil War Battlefields 

Jotln L Nau, IU 
Chairman-

D~cember 15, 2009 

Mt. Marc B. Loud, Chairman 
D.C. Board of Zoning Adjustment 
4414th Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Jllfl:les Llgt1tt:l_lzer 
President 

Dear Chairman Loud: ~ 

"' w 
on behalf of the 55,000 members of the Civil War Preservation TI'U$t (CWPT), a national nonprofit 
organization dedicated to protecting our nation'~ Civil War battlefields and promoting appr~i;1tion 
o(these hallowed grounds through edupation and heritage tourism, I wolJ].d like to thank you for 
providing me with the oppottU.nity to comment on the proposed Beacon Center at the Emory United 
Methodist Churcll,. To date, CWPT hai; protected more than 28,0()0 acres across the United States. 

The proposed Beacon Center is immediately adjacent to Fort Stevens, a unique historic site owned 
and maintained by the National Par~ Service through Rock Creek Park. As ih~ $ite pfthe only Civil 
W at b~ttl~ fought in the District of Columbia, as well as a location included on the National Register 
of Historic Places and the District of Columbia Inventory of Historic Sites, Fort Stev~ns deserves 
special con_sideta.tion as nearby development is considered. ~ site has beeP designated a Class B 
battlefield by the Civil War Sites Advisory Conunission, a blu~ ribbon pan~l created by Congress in 
1990, IP_3.kitlg it one of the 150 most significant e~3gements ~fthe war. 

Although we appreciate the sensitivi_ty the Emory Ut;1ited Meth~dist Church has sho~ to the historic 
and fragile nature of Fort Stevens, as well as the coni.munity's l(>ngsta.nding stewardship of the site, 

' \' ' . 
we are concerned about the development's scale a,nd Ute height of the proposed courtyard wall_ 
surrounding the structure. We are app~hensive about the impact i~ would have on the overall visitor 
t'l:Jlperience on Fort Stevens and the. i~ term effects it will have on future ptotectio~ of the overall 
Defenses.ofWa,shington, ofwhichonly'11 ofthe original68 forts remain. 

CWPT is particularly concerned with the proposed five-story wall along @Id Piney.~ranp~·Ro'ad th;J.t 
would-create a signifi~t visual in~ion ~n the fort, as well as the }3eacon Center's overall size and 
floor pl~. We respectfully ask that Emory Up.ited Methodist Church scale back its dev~lopment 
plans so 'as not to exceed the height requirements of the District of Colwnbia Zoning Regulations 
according to Section 770.1 and the Floor Area Ratio requirements of Section 771.2. 

The Battle of Fort Stevens occurred on July 11-12, 1864, as Confedeta~e troops under the leadership 
of :Lt. Gen. Jubal Early attempted to capture Washington, attacking from the north. The assawt was 
repl$e4 by a contingent of veteran troops that had been rushed by train from the siege lines around 
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Petersburg, Va., to bolster Washington's defenses, resulting in 874 CI:IS~t:ies. Perhaps most notably, 
AbrabamLincoln came under fire from Col!federate sharpshooters while he observed the battle, the 
first mne a sitting American president had come under direct enemy attack. 

Fort Stevegs was built in 1861 as part of a 37-mile-iong.ring.of fortifica,ti.o~~ ~ign~ to protect the 
Union capitaL Not only did t:hese "Cird~ forts" defend the nation's capitol during the Civil War, 
they $o hold significance to the African_ American history 1n Wa8hmgton. Map.y blacks fled to 
these forts to seek freedom and remained after hostillties ended, establishing tight-knit communities 
t}Ult have exi$ted for nearly 150 years. Fort Stevens and the Brightwood neigb:borhood are prime 
examples'ofthis phenomenon, with the preseg.ce ofthe fort and the culture and traditions ofthose 
eatly Afri~-Aiperican residents still shaping the community today. So i(ititnately is the fort tied to 
the neighborhood that the recently unveiled ~Jrjghtwood Heritage Trail is subtitled '·'Battleground to 
Community." further, tl.te original fort was much larger than the remaining preserve4 portion, and 
the United Emory Methodist Clnitch site once fell inside those walls, meaning that construction also 
raises arch~eological concerns. 

Aside from its bi$torical significance, Fort Stevens is also a rich tesotJ,rce for heritage tourism, 
attracting visitors fro~ across the nation. It is ~f;ral to the .ongoing efforts of the nonprofit 
organization Cul~ Tourism DC to encourage visitors to explore furt:ner th!ID. the Mall and 
experience the history and vibrancy ofWashingtotJ's Qiver$e neighborhoods. 

In its General Management Plan fot the Foi:t Circle Parks, the National Park Service callS for a plan 
that will link tbe various historic sites through a combination ofwa.Jlcing t11ii.ls and driving routes, as 
well as increased educational and recreation~ ~c~ivities at those locations; The plan also deems it 
critical to pro~t tbe :{iinges of these parks from inappropriate devel()pifieiJt, placing special 
emphasis on Fort StevenS as the most pivot3l oftlie forts, These. steps are seen as an overall effort to 
raise the visibility of the park$, and attract more tourists. to each site, J$1i.cul~ly when coupled with 
tbe tmique opportunities afforded by the upcotniilg Sesq\J.icentenniai of the Civil War begiiifl.ing iil 
.201 L But if the E!lloty l}niteQ. Methodist Church development moves fotW¥d ~planned, a huge 
piece of the equation Will be missing and ca~e tbe pl.a,Il to deteriorate. 

CWPT respectfully requests that the Board of Zon_ing Adj~stment denies Emory United Methodist 
Church's aj>plication. We believe that granting exemptions for height and floor area ratio for this 
project would have an advers~ impact oi;i. Fort Stevens and. subsequently the other remaining Circle 
Forts. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provi<ie our comments on the propose Beacon CeiJ,ter. We would 
be happy tQ further discuss with you our position oil this mat!;er. Please feel free to contact either me 
or Maureen Redington oil my staff at 202-367-1861 ifyou have any fui:thet qu~tions. 

Sincerely, 

~~3 
b. James Lighthi~r. President 


