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In reference to the Nat1onal Park Serv1ce letter to Emory United Methodist Church, 
dated September 3, 2009, several concerns were ra1sed w1th regard to the 
perce1ved 1mpact of the proposed development to the property The property 1s 
currently zoned C-2-A wh1ch is supported by the comprehensive plan that calls for 
m1x-use moderate density residential and commercial 

The Beacon Center project Will be a benefit to the Bnghtwood communrty at large 
evidenced by the overwhelming commumty support The center Will prov1de space 
for much needed resources and programs to the commumty Housmg for vanous 
target groups Including permanent supportive, transrt1onal, affordable and semor 
hous1ng, recreation space, classrooms, retail space, and communrty seMces 
space are among the many benefits the Beacon Center will offer. Th1s project 1s a 
cnt1cal part of the revitalization that needs to take place along Georg1a Ave 1t was 
cnt1cal that we respond to the issues ra1sed 1n your letter (highlighted 1n Italics) 

The massing is out of scale relatwe to Fort Stevens Ftve story wall wtth no true 
vtsual break It IS our belief that the massing responds appropnately to the 
program needs and the umqueness of the s1te The project team has worked 
closely With the H1stonc Preservation Office to develop massing that responds to 
the many attnbutes of the site and surroundmg context Some of the most 
prominent aspects are the preservation of the existing church, the 13 foot hills1de 
and a bUilding w1th three major facades. The proposed mass1ng stnkes a balance 
among the vanous Influences The preservation of the church and 13 foot h11ls1de 
set the floor levels and extended the massmg to the edges of the site While the 
mass1ng along Georg1a Ave was g1ven prom1nence m response to 1t bemg a major 
corndor, the articulation along Quackenbos and Old Pmey Branch Road rece1ved 
equal detail of matenals due to 1ts context. The use of multiple matenals tn 

conJunction With the varied depth of planes and strong honzontal bands proVIde 
v1sual breaks 1n the fa~de to reduce the overall massmg 

The building wt/1 cause severe visual impact on the landscape. The current 
landscape provides a buffer zone and relatively open landscape around the fort. 
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The property provides a v1sual break between the acttv1t1es along Georg1a Avenue 
and the fort. The Fort, per the comprehensive plan, has planned buffers of 
relatively open landscape around w1th 13th Street (a large right of way), 
Rittenhouse (low density res1dent1al) and Quackenbos (adjacent NPS land) 
However, Old Piney Branch Road, per the comprehensive plan, have no planned 
buffer to the Fort and IS zoned C-2-A which plans for the continuation of the 
activity along Georg1a Avenue estabhsh1ng the avenue as a Great Street Per our 
plan, the mass1ng responds to Georg1a Avenue as a Great Street and also 
exceeds the requ1red rear yard setback along Old Piney Branch Road prov1d1ng 
add1t1onal space for separation 

The vehicular traffic for the access road Will negattvely impact the site, not to 
mentton the substantial mcrease in vehtcular traffic for the development as a 
whole Old Pmey Branch Road, which is currently not Improved to DDOT 
standards and used pnmanly as access to the church parking lot, 1s seen as an 
opportunity to Improve pedestnan and vehicular access to the property through the 
add1t1on of paved walkways and street trees w1th plant1ng strip. A portion of the 
church's property w111 be used to create the enhanced street edge. The street 
Improvements along w1th the dedicated NPS gift shop w1ll add value to Fort 
Stevens visitors. The current use of Old Pmey Branch Road as the vehicular and 
service entrance to the site will be mamtamed (required by ooon The service 
areas for the complex Will be enclosed and housed completely w1thm the structure 
prov1d10g an enhancement to the current condition Also, per the traffic study 
conducted, rt was deterrmned that the 1ncrease of traffic generated from th1s 
development w111 not necessitate any upgrades to the traffic controls surrounding 
the site. Furthermore, per our plan, a half of the park1ng spaces provided will be 
accessed directly off Quackenbos reduc1ng tlie overall1mpact along Old Piney 
Branch Road 

The lost of v1sual connection to the church is detrimental to the mterpretatJVe 
relattonship between our two properlles. After meeting with you on December 4, 
2009, we understand the 1nterpretat1ve relationship as explained in your tours to 
be w1th the v1sual connect1on to Georg1a Avenue Also, with your 
acknowledgement, any additional structure on the church's property will interrupt 
the relationship While we are sens1t1ve to the relationship, the church is Within 1ts 
nghts to build on 1ts property However, through collaboration w1th the Historic 
Preservation Office and the 1n depth knowledge of the Church, the h1stonc 
relationship between the church and the Fort has been an Integral part of the plan 
The Church recogmzes the connection shared w1th the Fort and thus opted to 
mclude the Fort G1ft shop 1n the new development to ma10ta10 that connection In 
addition, the project team has had preliminary Investigated archeological work 
completed which will be fully Integrated 10to the construction process moving 
forward 



In response to your concerns, we believe the project has provrded massrng that 
balances the un~queness of the srte and provided additronal setback above that 
reqwred per zon1ng at Old Pmey Branch Road along wrth enhancements to the 
street edge at the pedestnan level and artrculatron of the massrng to reduce the 
scale Lastly, our team rs commrtted to preservrng the connection to Fort Stevens 
and will preserve artifacts drscovered dunng construction. 

Srncerely, 

Rev Dr. Joseph W Daniels, Jr 

Sen1or Pastor 

Copy to 
Grna Merntt (NUREV) 
Hazel Broadnax (EBOL) 
Sean Pichon (PGN) 
Jeff Goms (PGN) 
George Keys (J&K) 


