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441 4th Street N W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

7 510 Brookville Road 
Chevy Chase, Md. 20815 

November 27,2009 

Re: Emory United Methodist Beacon of Light Church, 
6100 .. 20 Georgia Ave. N.W., BZA #17964 

Dear Chairman Loud and Honorable Board Members: 

I write as a historian of record in Civil War and national security affairs with 
several published volumes pertinent to the story of the Civil War defenses of Washington 
and particularly that of Fort Stevens in the Brightwood section of the city. I am currently 
writing a book, The Day(s) That Lincoln Was Almost Shot; Fort Stevens, D.C., July 11, 
12. 1864.While no longer a resident of the District of Columbia, I grew up in the adjacent 
neighborhood of Manor Park, attended Whittier elementary, Paul Jr. and Coolidge Sr. 
high schools and, together with my family frequented commercial, public and private 
facilities in the area Naturally, I, had great famihanty With and interest in the saga of 
Fort Stevens, President Abraham Lincoln, its preservation, the evolving area- and still 
do! For this reason, I am wnting in opposition to the Emory United Methodist Beacon of 
Light Church construction of any edifice (however prmseworthy in intent) that would 
significantly degrade the histoncal meanmg and sacred ground of what may well be a 
singularly neglected cultural heritage sites in this city. 

Others, like I, appreciate the needs and desires of the private property owners. In 
this case, however, I would advance the greater public good as the central question. The 
Church's proposed develppment would be a travesty to the historical landscape, the 
memory of the nationally significant men and women who trod the ground and fought 
and bled to save the nation and future cultural tounsm prospects that would benefit a 
renaissance of the Brightwood commercial and residential environment. Let me explain 
why. I also attach evidence from one of my publications m substantiation of the local, 
regional and national importance of the Fort Stevens (Fort Massachusetts) site. 

First, the first Emory Methodist chapel and adjacent land owned by free-Black 
woman Elizabeth Thomas are indispensable ingredients of the community legacy so well­
encapsulated by the District of Columbia government's Office of Cultural Tourism 
neighborhood history (walking tour interpretation and pamphlet) projects. The very 
church site and environs, then, are significant elements in the tapestry for Brightwood 
residents, past, present and future. This legacy must not be taken hghtly and unduly rent 
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by continuous desecration through development. Such disregard of the Brightwood 
heritage has all too often overcome the value of preservation of heritage on that site. 

Second, and arguably more important, this particular site vaulted into national 
promtnence due to events of the American Civil War - a conflict directly relevant to most 
Brightwood residents today- the emancipation and endmg of slavery (a) in the District of 
Columbia in 1862 and (b) subsequently through presidential directive and eventually 
constitutional amendment To protect the Nation's Capital in time of domestic 
insurrection and rebellion, the United States government constructed a nng of 
fortifications around the city One of them - Fort Massachusetts - was constructed by 
northern volunteer citizen soldiers on the site of the original Emory chapel (which fell 
victim to the necessities of war). Within the next two years, this humble fort- the 
topographical outlines of which can still be discerned adjacent to Georgia A venue and are 
now occupied by the modem stone church as well as other facilities -was expanded to 
the west and re-named Fort Stevens in honor of a fallen Union general. The expansion 
incurred removal of Mrs. Elizabeth Thomas's home and her eviction although she 
remained in the vicinity anticipating re-occupancy at the end of the struggle. Apparently, 
she was personally comforted m her hour of need by none other than President Abraham 
Lmcoln. Lincoln personally visited many of the troop encampments of the soldiers 
stationed in the forts and, as it turned out, made multiple visits to Fort Stevens 
(Massachusetts) which leads to another significant reason for preserving what remains 
of the integnty of the site at all costs. 

Third, Fort Stevens (Massachusetts) became the epicenter for the only Civil War 
battle fought within the District of Columbia on July 11 and 12, 1864 Focal point for 
Confederate general Jubal Early's famous attack on the city, the events best 
memorialized here were President Lincoln's visits on those hot July days. Lincoln, 
accompanied by his wife, Mary Todd Lincoln, his Secretary of State William Seward and 
other digmtaries of cabinet and Congress, entered and walked the premises of both the 
ongmal Fort Massachusetts as well as expanded Fort Stevens portions. On both days, 
the president actually came under Confederate fire, purportedly the only time an 
American president has actually been under acknowledged enemy fire while in office. 
We know that bullets came Within feet of wounding or killing him with numerous 
onlookers beseeching him to exit the parapets and other paths and emplacements of Fort 
Stevens (Massachusetts). My own research suggests the very ground directly affected 
by the proposed church development certainly witnessed Mr. Lincoln's presence and 
perhaps his near-brush with eterruty some eight months before hts April 1865 
assassination. At least one witness suggested Lmcoln's coming under Confederate sruper 
fire occurred in the Fort Massachusetts portion of the work We do know that Lincoln 
walked the Fort Massachusetts ramparts as well as the ground now further threatened by 
the Church's development proposal in addition to the expanded Fort Stevens portion. 

Fourth, at least one Civil War veteran and witness to the historic events of Lincoln's 
visit during the battle (Lewis Cass White) thought enough of his experience here to return 
to the vicinity, build a house at the comer of Piney Branch Road and Georgia Avenue, 
raise a family there and become a prime mover for preservation of Fort Stevens 



(Massachusetts) as federally owned property and a national monument early in the 
twentieth century. Such survivors of battle revisited Fort Stevens (Massachusetts), held 
reunions there, trod the ground sacred to their sacrifice (including nearby Battleground 
National Cemetery) and consequently passed across and around the Emory church 
property they remembered and now rebuilt to more eloquent style now seen on the site. 

An argument could be made, frankly, that all structures, the paved parking lot etc. 
(excepting the modem stone church building that connects in legacy With the original 
chapel) should be appropriately removed and entirely, a more solemn parkland setting 
lmk the two portions of the fort and thus bequeathed to postenty. It most certainly seems 
unconscionable to further degrade the historical site of Fort Stevens (Massachusetts). A 
five-story new housing "wall" or any further disruption through development and 
construction would be 1m proper to proper memonalizat10n and interpretation of the 
Significant historical landscape of which the church property forms an integral and 
mdispensable part. Proper appreciation and utilization by the Brightwood community (as 
well as the city as a whole) of its "moment" in history for cultural tourism and the 
upcoming sesquicentennial of the Civll War would be further lost forever through 
development. The proposed intrusion and disruption to adJacent Fort Stevens 
government-owned and interpreted parkland (administered by the National Park Service) 
next door would incur a loss to the national public. The travesty to (a) the memory of 
Elizabeth Thomas and the heritage of Black Americans, (b) the memory of the Sixteenth 
President who nearly lost his life at the spot, or the distinct possibility that but for the 
1864 battle at Fort Stevens (Massachusetts) the Nation's cap1tal would have been 
captured, the Lzncoln adm1mstratzon drspersed or even ousted from office and that the 
emanc1patzon would not have transferred to a postwar exzstence of two natzons that 
accompanzed Confederate v1ctory (c) the memory of Amenca's veterans who shed blood 
here and (d) the interim generations of Washingtonians who built a thrivmg Brightwood 
neighborhood- seems palpable! 

Even with appreciation of the Church's desires, I very respectfully ask that the BZA 
disallow the proposed development. Interference physically and aesthetically with the 
Fort Stevens (Massachusetts) national, city and neighborhood treasure should command 
attention for alternatives and solutions that would benefit all parties. 

Thank you for your consideration. If I may be of further help, do not hesitate to 
call upon me. 

Enclosures: 
A. Cooling credentials 
B. Historical material from 

Mr. Lincoln's Forts 

o res~ectfu~ /"') 
1 *.:/~'-~ ~ /d-4 

/SenJamm Franklin Cooling ~ 



Dr. B. Franklin Cooling IS a well-known historian of military and naval history who has 
specialized in the Civil War, authoring numerous publications including; 

(*)STUDIES OF THE CIVIL WAR IN TENNESSEE AND KENTUCKY 

* Forts Heruy and Donelson; Key to the Confederate Heartland 

* Fort Donelson's Legacy; War and Society m Kentucky and Tennessee, 1862-

* He is presently completing To Franklin, Nashville and Beyond; Stabilization and 

Reconstruction m Tennessee and Kentucky, 1864-1866 

(*)STUDIES OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION DURING THE CIVIL 

WAR 

*Symbol, Sword and Shield; Defending Washington Dunng the Civil War 

* Mr Lincoln's Forts- co-authored with Walton Owen 

* Jubal Early's Raid on Washington, 1864 

* Monocacy; The Battle that Saved Washington 

* Counter Thrust; From the Peninsula to the Antietam 

*He is presently working on "The Day(s) Mr Lmcoln was almost Shot; Fort Stevens 

D.C., July 11 and12, 1864 

(*) STUDIES IN NAVAL IDSTORY 

* Benjamin Franklin Tracy; Father of the Modern Amencan Fighting Nayy 



* Gray Steel and Blue Water Navv, The Formative Years of America's Military­

Industrial Complex 1881-1917 

* USSDlympta; Herald of Empire 

(*) STUDIES ON THE MILITARY-INDUSTRIALCOMPLEX 

* War. Business, and American Society; Historical Perspectives on the Military­

Industrial Complex 

* War, Business and World Military-Industrial Complexes 

* He is currently workmg on a definitive study of the evolution of Amenca's 

military-industrial complex to today's national security state 

(*) A native of Washington and graduate of Calvin Coolidge High School, he holds a 

B.A. from Rutgers University and M A and Ph.D degrees from the UtUN:ersity of 

Pennsylvania. 

(*) A veteran of various government history programs, he served as Chief Historian, 

Department of Energy and Associate Dean and now IS a Professor of National Secunty 

Studies, Industrial College of the Armed Forces, National Defense Umversity in 

Washington. 
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posed of barracks, stables, tools, timber, brick, nails, 
hinges, roofing material, and other commodities from 
local engineer camps nea rby. Eventual incorporation 
of this section of the Defenses into Rock Creek Park 
ensured some measure of preservation as the city itself 
expanded into the vici nity. H1 

Fort Stevens, "The Battle," and Battleground 
National Cemetery 

Location 

From the park police station on Beach Drive, tum 
around, following Morrow Drive out of the park; Mor­
row Drive becomes Kennedy Street NW. Continue on 
Kennedy Street east to 13th Street (traffic light). Tum 
left on 13th Street to Fort Stevens in the park at 13th 
and Quakenbos streets. On-street parking and pedes­
trian visitation are available at the restored fort. Aux­
iliary batteries existed at approximately Rock Creek 

Ford Road between 14th and 16th streets, Quakenbos 
and 7th streets, and in the block bounded by Peabody, 
Oglethorpe, 7th, and 8th streets NW. Rifle pits to the 
west of Fort Stevens ran approximately through the 
modem parkland between 13th Street/Piney Branch 
Road and Military Road. 

Visible Remai11s 

A portion of the parapet and one magazine of Fort 
Stevens were restored by the Civilian Conservation 
Corps in the late 1930s. A generic Defenses of Wash­
ington sign, a wayside sign, and two interpretive bar 
relief markers can be found at the fort. Battleground 
National Cemetery on Georgia Avenue contains unit 
monuments and grave sites but no interpretive mark­
ers-all administered by National Park Service. The 
District of Columbia Office of Cultural Tourism and 
the Brightwood Neighborhood Association have de-

G.lt(' 10 For! Srcvcn~-Engin et•r Dr,1wing. N.llion.1/ Archii'C':-
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\l·lnpl'd a walk1ng tr.11l ot the are,1 w1th mterprdn e 
.., 1 ~n.., tt.•le\ ant to the tort, the battle, and llKallu-.tory 

{)L ~L11pf10/l 

1 hc m.un battleheld of Fort Steven~ encompa~~ed ,m 
.~red toughly bounded by Walter Reed Army Med1cal 
(enter (north), c.l~hvard beyond Pmey Br,mch RlMd, 
Oreglm Avenue beyond Rock Creek Park on the 
we-.t, .md !>Outh to M1htary Road/MN.mm Avenue 
(behmd Umon lme~) Skmm~hmg took pl,1ce across 
the northern hnes trom west and north of Tennal­
lytown to Rockv1lle and east to the ratl and turnp1ke 
to B.1ltJmore at Fort Lmcoln Arttllery tmp,lct areas 
n~at.hed to the modern Bethesda Naval Medical Cen­
ter on Wt~consm Avenue and Confederate wagon 
p.uk<> on modern Georgia Avenue 111 Silver Spnng 
The l'ptcenter of the achon on the afternoon of July 
12, attechng President Abraham Lmcoln's presence at 
the battle, was probably m the high ground VICimty of 
13th Street and Van Buren Street north of Fort Stevens 
and !>Outh of Walter Reed Army Medical Center, now 
largely restdentlal but With a Distnct of Columbta 
recreational area (park) and terram clearly dtscermble 
ea!>tward beyond Battleground National Cemetery 
and Pmey Branch Road 

Fort Stevens was an expanston of Fort Massachu­
sett<>, ongmally constructed on the eastern porhon of 
the totte, now occupted by church and other build111gs 
Constructed by men of Danus B Couch's bngade from 
that state, the work was subsequently expanded and 
renamed m honor of Bngadier General Isaac I Stevens, 
who was ktlled at Chantilly, VIrgtma, on September 
1, 1H62 It was constructed near a crossroads called 
"Bnghton" (later "Bnghtwood") marked by Moreland 
tavern, a nearby free-black commumty "V111egar Hill," 
abundant spnngs, and verdant countryside 

Commenced 111 the wake of the defeat at the Ftrst 
Battle of Bull Run (Manassas) 111 July 1861, Fort Massa­
chusetts had a penmeter of about 168 yards, ten cannon, 
and a 200-man garnson Expanston took place after the 
Sewnd Battle of Bull Run (Mana~~as) 111 September 
1Ro2, when the '>IZe grew to 375 penmeter yards, and 
the name wa~ Lhanged to Fort Stevens The expanded 
\\ork was a lunette wtth a stockaded gorge or rear face, 
and nmeteen gun~ and mortars were mounted m th1~ 
fort They mcluded t\vo e1ght-mch stege howitzers (en 
embra<>ure), ~1x 24-pounder ~1ege guns (en embrasure), 
tour 2-l-pounder ~ecKOa!>t gunq (evenly ~pitt between 
L'rnbra-.ure and barbette ftre), hve 30-pounder Parrott 
ntle-. (en embra-.urc), and one tcn-mch and one 2-l­
pounder Coehorn mortar L1ke virtually all fort., m the 
"y'-tl'm, the ,umament -.cern-. to have changed dunng 
the w,u In M.1y lWH., Fort Ste\ en<> O!>teiNbly mounted 
tout 2-l-pounder '-l'.lCO<l'>t L,mnon (L'n barbette), '-IX 

2-l-poundL•r -.1ege gun!> (en embrtl-.urL'), two e1ght-111Lh 
-.1ege howitzer!> (L'n embra-.ure), and tl\ c JO-poundcr 
P,lrrott title-. (en embrc1!>Ure) 

Fort Steven'> wato de!>cnbed m 1Ho4 ,,to a "l.1rge en­
do-.ed work, -.1tuated on h1gh ground" ovcrlookmg 
the terr.1m to 1t~ front for -.evernl nule., It comm,mded 
the vttal Seventh Street Turnp1ke (rcn,Hned Seventh 
Street Ro,1d m1871) .utery leadmg d1redly mto w,,~h­
mgton trom S1lver Spnng It was enclosed by abah!>, 

_ and behmd the fort lte"i ,1 hollow that could ma~k large 
bodtes ot troop~ from enemy artillery hre The fort 
contamed two m.1gazmes (one 111 the ongmal ~echon, 
one m the exp,mded part of the fort) and a bombproot 
for a gamson now calculated at -12..1 off1cers and men 
Inspectors merely gave the fort a "fmr" combat readt­
ne~s rahng 

Fort Stevens was located 52 m1les from the Capitol 
and stood 321 feet above !>eel level 

Notes/Anecdotes 

As at Fort Reno, the VICintty of Fort Stevens (Mas­
sachusetts) became a favonte campstte for vanous 
regtments such as the 7th and lOth Massachu~etts, 
2d Rhode Island, and 36th New York "Camp Bnght­
wood" was the name apphed to campmg areas famtl­
tar to such umts as Ehsha Hunt Rhodes's 2d Rhode 
Island and today continues as the tttle for this par­
ticular neighborhood m the ctty Camp Stetson (1st 
Ma111e Heavy Arttllery) and Camp Doubleday (76th 
New York) were also associated wtth the area, and 
an mvahd camp existed here for soldiers ravaged 
by malana contracted durmg McClellan's Pemnsula 
campa1gn of 1862 Less formal encampments were 
those of the I 12th and 117th New York on Rock Creek 
Ford Road, the 136th and I 37th Pennsylvama Infantry, 
and the 2d Pennsylvama Heavy Arhllery The nearby 
Bnghtwood Hotel served as a command post dur­
mg the Battle of Fort Stevens m July 1864, whtle the 
palatial summer home of prom111ent bmlder and local 
m1htta leader Matthew Gault Emery located on h1gher 
ground southea~t of the tort served as a s1gnal station 
and headquarters dunng the war and can be Identified 
111 penod sketches of Camp Bnghtwood 

B W Sulfrm provtded ms1ght mto the mmds of the 
~oldiery at Camp Bnghtwood when he wrote his wtfe 
and ~on on October 4, 1861, how "we are not treated 
half as well ,lt. any ~lcl\ e out here" .1nd predicted that 
"1f we wat. all at home that we could not get ft\ e out 
of cl Regiment and to \ olunteer agam, they would 
have to draft the next t1me" Sttll, he would "ftght for 
the Umon ,md the -.tar., and -.tnpe<>, tlw Unwn ,md my 
dear tamllv 1.., all I am labonng for, 1t L<ln't l.ltot tor­
ever" He wa-. true to h1" country, ~o let the ,1uthont1e~ 
"do "" they plea-.e w1th u<> but 1f at Ja-.t we L,m conw 
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Fort Massachusetts-Engineer Drawing. National Archives 

out victo rious and come home to our dear families it is 
all r ask .... I think l can s tand it as long as the rest." 

The 2d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery took particu­
lar pride in its role of expanding Fort Massachusetts 
into Fort Stevens. Companies D and K were stationed 
here from May through November 1862. The regi­
mentnl his torian declared, " Historians will not likely 
condescend to give credit to this regi ment's part in the 
defense agai nst Early's ad vance." But, he contended, 
"had Fort M<lSS<~chusetts and Slocum remained as they 
were in 1862, Gen. Early would have had no difficulty 
in reaching Washington City by route of the ~venth 
Street Road." 

This expansion of Fort Massachusetts may havl' 
contributed cl nother vignette to Lincolniana and the" 
history of Fort Stevens. Onl' of thl' fort's magnzin~.·s 

(that in the original portion) had been constructed 
from the cellar of the old brick Emory Methodist cha­
pel on the site (ironically where the modem church of 
that name stands today). When the Pennsylvanians 
expanded the fort westward, they tore into the house 
of a free black woman, Mrs. Elizabeth Proctor "Aunt 
Betty" Thomas, who owned the land in the vicinity, to 
build a second magazine. She and her husband James 
farmed the eleven acres that this free black woman 
owned in the area. Aunt Betty recalled after the war 
that she could not understand the German speech of 
the offi cers and men when they arrived to enlarge the 
Union fort. They began removing her furniture out 
of her house and then demolished the s tructure. That 
evening, as she sat under a nearby sycamore tree, 
her only shelter, with her six-month-old baby in her 
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Fort Stevens (Fort Massachusetts Expanded)-Engineer Drawing. National Archives 

arms, a tall slender man, dressed in black, came up 
and said to her, "It is hard, but you shall reap a great 
reward." She claimed that it was President Lincoln. 
She concluded her tale that she was still waiting for 
that reward, commenting wryly that if the sixteenth 
president had lived, she knew her claim would have 
been honored. Aunt Betty died in 1917 at age ninety­
six, the darling of veterans' reunions that gathered at 
the fort site on her property. 

Apocryphal or not, Lincoln returned with his wife 
and other officials at the height of the battle of July 
11- 12, 1864, at Fort Stevens. Arguably, he became 
the only president to actually come under enemy 
fire while in office. At some point, he mounted the 
pnrapet, swept by Confederate sharpshooters' fire. 
Only when a surgeon was cut down nearby could the 
president be induced to retire from the exposed perch. 
The president and First Lady also visited the fort's 
hospital. All of this so unnerved Mrs. Lincoln that she 
swooned, prompting Lincoln's laconic comment that 
she would never make a good soldier if she fainted at 
the sight of blood. 

Postbattle analysis led Major General Christopher 
Augur, commanding the Depa rtment of Washington, 

to recommend that "in case of threatened attack there 
should be two field batteries here (twelve pieces)_ one 
of them to be a mounted battery. These pieces are 
to arm the batteries between Rock Creek and Piney 
Branch, including Battery Sill." 

identifiable units relating to garrisoning Fort Stevens 
during the postbattle period included the following: 

lSOth Ohio National Guard, Cos. B, K, July 1864 
lst New Hampshire Heavy Artillery, Co. D, Sep­

tember 1864 
1st New Hampshire Heavy Artillery, Co. L, Octo­

ber-November 1864 
3d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Co. D, Novem­

ber 1864-March 1865 
3d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Co. K, March­

June 1865 
3d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Co. F, June 1865 

Generally, life at Fort Stevens aptly reflected one 
soldier's contention un January 30, 1864, that "he re 
it's the same thing over and over everyday, we have 
to drill and go on inspection every fair day and that is 
:Ill there is to it." They would periodically march over 



Plaque Commemorating Sharpshooter's Tree at Walter Reed Army Medical Center. Authors' Collection 
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Plan of Quartermaster Property at Fort Stevens. National Archives 

to Fort Slocum "and pass in review then have dress 
parade, then come home again and with all the travel." 
He admitted to being "considerable tired." Happily 
promoted to sergeant, however, he then endured 
hours of studying artillery and infantry tactics before 
appearing before the captain three times a week for 
testing and tutoring. lnterestingly, such educational 
activities at Fort Stevens eventually slipped over into a 
different dimension for the bored Union garrison. 

Build ing on Brightwood's free-black community 
that preceded even formal District of Columbia eman­
cipation in 1862, Fort Stevens and the numerous army 
camps attracted freed people looking for protection 
and work. By 1864 and 1865, garrison soldiers set up a 
school for African American children in a frame gov­
ernment building, the antecedent to the later Military 
Road School (an Italian Renaissa nce-style structure 
now housing a La tin American Montessori bilingua l 
publ ic charter school). 

Like other Washington forts, Fort Stevens was 
abandoned during the s ummer following Appo­
mattox. Both the fort and the battlefield remained 
neglected during the postwar years until returning 
veterans like Lewis Cass White, who had fought in 
the battle with the 102d Pennsylvania lnfantry, be­
came distressed with the situa tion. White purchased 
land between the Toll Gate at Piney Branch Road 
and the Seventh Street Road (the high-water mark 
of Early's advance on the capital) and what later be­
came Walter Reed Army Medical Center. Lead ing a 
movement for a "Fort Stevens LincoLn Memoria l As­
sociation," White loca ted prominent landmarks, such 
as the parapet where Lincoln stood under fire and a 
famous tulip tree, which served as " the sharpshoot­
ers' tree," The s ite is now marked by a plaque abou t 
100 yards inside the old Georgia Avenue entrance to 
Wc1lte r Reed . By 1900, the association had organized 
and during the nex t decade raised funds to erect a 
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1.1bll· .md bPtlldl'r rn.lrl .. 111g tlw -. ill' 111 " I inu1ln llthkr 
lt n·." 1Jignit.1ril'!'> Lll l\ l'lll·d tlw bPul~.kr .md pl.h]llt.' 
.ll'f'kting I inutln'-. .h ti11n 1111 1\.m·~.·rnbt.•r 7, 191 1. llw 
"prJ.. (\\'hit.'h !-> l.llhb .1111p tlw p.1r.1pd tod.1 y), dl1tll' 
b~ r~.·nnt.'!->!-t.'t.' 'l'tt:r.lll l< kh.Hd St.•t.·"-. 'it.•d tor .wdi­
l'tht.' ,)lt~ntiun \\ ith cl !->pt.'l.'(h by l:..lrly '!'> old .Hlillt.•ry 
nun mandt.•r .md 1.1 lt.•r I Olli!->i.ll1,) (nngr~!->S il1clll rloyd 
King. whot.•tdogitt.•d I incol n cb 011L' of tlw !->I.Hincht.•!'>t 
lrit.·nd!- of tlw Smtih .md pn1cl,1irnl'd th<1t lw, King, 
w,b ha ppy th.1t tlw Conft.•dercl lt' attack held fc1ilcd. 

nw A!->!»OCiated Sur\'i\'tlr!'> of the VI Corps lkd iccltcd 
,, bwnze h.b-rdil'f that lkpicted Lincoln unt.kr fir~ nt 
Fort Stc\'ens. It w.1s !'>Culptl.'d by J. Otto Schwi.ter. 

Tht.' \·vestt>rn portion of Fort Stevens's parclpd w.1s 
rt.•stored in 1937-1Y3H by the Ci,·ilinn Conservation 
Corps, substituting concrete for wooden revetments, 
embrasures, gun plntforms, and a s tockaded gl1rge 
trace. The western mngazine likewise was recon-

-.tntt.kd , but gPth' \\'l't'l' tlw b~.lmbprtll•l-., tlw l•ld,·l 
p.ut PI rt~rt \l ,h!->oH.'hll!->dl-. . • lnd tlw full rt.•.H !-> IPCI-..1dt• 
llw IJ.wghkr-. PI thl' Union Vder.llb 111 tht.• Ci\ il \\ .11 

prm·idt.•d ol b.l ... -fl'lil:f rn.lp (lf till' flll't. Llch Yl'M, ti ll 
N.1tipn,1l 1'.1rk t.'l'\ il"e hokb ,, t.:llllltnl'lllllrclli\·t.• !'>t.'l 
'icl' .1t tlw f1.1rt on tlw .11min·r!'>oH\' ol tlw h.1ttk. Ht.•rt· 
tlw ,·bitor will find rq.,Jica ca nnon, tlw Linculn !»lOth 
.1nd b<1s-n•lid m.1p of the fort. But it b difficult I•• 
em·isilln <1 rtlfoll b.1ttldil'ld p.1norc1f11<1 clmid tlw u rb.ul 
spr<1wl of today'!» W,lshington. A \'isitor center i~ n m 
spicuou~ly ,,b~t·nt at a site that has such a rich. coltll 
ful , and l"ompclling history that should be shMt·,l 
with the public. There is cln unrealized opportu nil\ 
for the National Park Service to tell the full storv 111 

the Defenses of Washington and to provide contt.•\ 1 
for the "fort" system of pocket parks and g reen-spell t.' 
rights-of-way that exis t today at the sites where tlw 
forts once s tood .11 

'•111\l i • 1 '"· ' ' l~tlll't ll• tu• 1 111~ l11h .. 111111lolc o lu;· .11 ' "'t ""'" 11' \ utltur' I ,.1/, •t tiun 
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The Fort Stevens Battlefield and Battleground 
National Cemetery 

Lt,cnlioll 

The now-urbani.led battlefield site embraces Wnlter 
Reed on the north, Oregon Avenue west of Rock Creek 
Park on the west, Military Road/ Missouri A\•enue on 
the south, and beyond Georgia Avenue/ Piney Branch 
Road on the cast. The epicenter lies in the vicinity of 
13th Street and Van Buren Street NW to east of Battle­
ground National Cemetery, all drivable on city streets. 

Visibh• R(•mnins 

Marginal, although basic terrain remains identifiable, 
especially that area encompassed by the Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center grounds. 

Description 

The Battle of Fort Stevens lasted either thirty-three 
hours or five, depending on one's perspective. Skir-

mishing in the 13rightwt)<xl section of N\lrlhwesl D.C. 
began shortly ilfter no<m on July II, 1864, and Ia~ led lin­

til late evening of the nc t day. Heavy stand-up fight­
ing occupiL'<i tlw lilttcr pnrt of the July 12, commencing 
around mid-afternoon or -1:00, varying on witnL~~ 
accounts, and did not ccaS<.' until after dark, or about 
9:00 P.M. The battle crossed the full spectrum, from 
sharpshooter fire to light skim1ishing to heavy .utillcry 
barrage to crisp firefight, with Union attack and Con­
federate push-back late on the july 12. Most notnbly, 
the president of the United States came under enemy 
fire possibly for the only time while in office; a former 
vice president may have witnessed the affair from the 
other side. The Confederate force comprised hardenl'<l 
veteran "professionals," and their opponents included 
counterpart seasoned Army of the Potomac personnel 
as well as hastily recruited government clerks, hospi­
tal convalescents, dismounted cavalrymen, and Ohio 
limit.ed-service men, many of whom were vete rans. 
Preservation/ restoration of the ramparts of Fort Ste­
vens directly traces to the actuaJ fighting that threat­
ened Lincoln's Life and capture of the nation's capital. 

M cKit•rn V ct-w 111 1<.11111'·"'' ol I tori ~ll·vt•n,. Authu,... · ( ullc~ ti1111 



Relatively little of the .1dual battldicld remains. 
Existing MC Fort Sten :>ns .md ,1djacent Federal line 
traces a.s wt:'ll as the BattiL•grnund National Cemt! tcry, 
aU owned .md managed by the N.1tional P,lrk Service, 
and the outer reaches of Confederate sharpshooter 
tree site, bivouac and staging, and counterattack de­
parture Meas, clll on the Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center g rounds (subject to installation rules for ac­
cess). The expansion of suburban W.tshingto n through 
the Brightwood, Takoma, .md Shepherd Park subdi­
visions and the transition of ,1djacent areas of Silver 
Spring, Maryland, in the first half of the twentieth 
century doomed the battle area and Confederate po­
sitions around the Francis Preston and Montgomery 
Blair mansions along with most other surviving farms 
and structures from the 186-1 scene. Modem Georgia 
Avenue and Piney Branch Road retain the o riginal 
Seventh Street Road/ Turnpike and Piney Branch 
Road configurations of the era. 

Battleground National Cemetery 

Loctltiv11 

I I{ t 

From Fort Stevens, proceed north on Georgia Avenue 
to the cemetery entrance .tt 6625 Georgia Avenue, N W. 

Visible RL'mni11s 

A well-kept national ct>metery containing forty-one 
grave sites,,, cemetery lodge (erected in 1871), a Doric­
style rostrum on the east side of the cemetery (ereded 
in 1920-1921), and a flagstaff can be seen. Four granite 
commemorative monuments to units participating in 
the battle and twin-cannon entry guards are also nota­
ble. The monuments are to Company K, 150th Ohio Na­
tional Guard (erected in 1907); 122d New York Infantry 
(erected in 1903); 98th Pennsylvanja Infantry (erected 
in 1891), and 25th New York Cavalry (erected in 191-!}. 
Note colorful wayside sign and site restoration. 

Modern Entrance to BJttlcground Ndtional Cemetery. Authors' Collection 
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Modern View of Soldier Graves, Battleground National Cemetery. Authors' Collection 

Description 

The cemetery marks the site of the Battle of Fort Ste­
vens, July 11-12, 1864. It contains forty of the fifty-nine 
dead and 145 wounded Federal casualties suffered 
in the battle. Barely an acre in size, Battleground Na­
tiona l Cemetery is one o f the nation 's smallest national 
cemeteries and preserves some of the only surviv ing 
ground of Washington's only battlefield. Memorials 
to units participating in the battle and two 6-pounder 
artillery pieces can be found ncar the entrance. Th(' 
sands tone superintendent's house also provides a 
monument to battle participant and soldier engineer I 
architect Quarterma ter General Major Genera l Mont­
gomery C. Meigs, who designed the s tructure as well 
as the Pension Build ing (now the National Building 
Museum) and supervised the Washington Aqueduct 
nnd Capitol building completion . 

Notes/Anecdotes 

The significance of the s ite may be found in the roll 
of honor lis ting burials at Battlegro und National 
Cemetery. The las t vete ran of the Battle of Fort 
Stevens, E. R. Campbell, was bu ried there in 1936. 
Memorial Day ceremonies were long a feature of 
the community, and in the early twentieth century, 
surviving veterans o f the encounter would gather 
on the porch of one o f their comrades, Lewis Cass 
White, who had resettled to the neighborhood after 
the war to ea t lunch and swa p wa r s tories o f their 
experie nces. 

President Lincoln, for whom the afternoon battle on 
July 12 had been conducted a nd who had witnessed 
th t• ultimate sacrifice of the Union casualties in that 
action, spoke at the cemetery's dedication. Other 
than Battleground lational Cemetery, the only other 



Modern View of Unit Monuments in Battleground National 
Cemetery. Authors' Collection 

national cemetery so honored was Soldiers National 
Cemetery at Gettysburg. 

The following Union soldiers, killed in action July 11 
and 12, 1864, at the Battle of Fort Stevens, Brightwood, 
District of Columbia, are buried in Battleground Na­
tional Cemetery. The updated and corrected list is 
attributable to a nine-year research project finished in 
2008 by Ron Harvey of the National Park Service: 

Ashbaugh, Andrew (Pvt.), 61s t Pennsylvania Infan­
try, g rave 26 

Barrett, Edward (Edwin) C. (Corp.), -l3d New York 
Infantry, grave 30 

Bentley, John (Pvt.), 122d New York Infantry, grave 
-l 

Bowen, Philip (Pvt.), 6lst Pennsy lvania lnf<mtry, 
grave 1-l 

B,n-ctt, E. S. (civilian), Qunrtermas ter Department, 
grave 9 

C1!)tle, Richard [Mark Stoneham I (Sgt. / 1s t Lt.), -lJd 
1 cw York Infa ntry, g rave 2 

Ch,md ler, Ha n ·ey P. B. (Pvt.), 122d New York Infan­
try, g rave 37 

Christ, C. S. (Pvt.), 2d U.S. Artillery, grave 5 

IS1 

D.widson, John (P\' t. ), -l3d New York lnf,mtry, 
~r\lve 3 

De Graff, Miltthew J. (Pvt.), -l3d New York Infantry, 
grnve 1 

Dolan, Andrew J. (Pvt.), 2d Massachusetts Cavalry, 
grnve 27 

Dowen, Andrew J. (Pvt.), 77th New York Infantry, 
grave 31 

Ellis, John (Pvt.), 61st Pennsylvnnia lnfantry, grave 36 
Farrar, George W. (Corp.), -l3d New York Infantry, 

grave 8 
Frei, Wilhelm [William Trny or Grayl {Pvt-.), 25th 

New York Cavalry, grave 19 
Garvin, George (Corp.), 6lst Pennsylvan ia Infantry, 

grave l1 
Gillette, William H. (Pvt.), -19th New York Infantry, 

gmve 39 
Gorton, George W. (Corp.), 1st Rhode Island Infan­

try, grave 6 
Hoerle, Bernard (Pvt.), 98th Pennsylvania Infantry, 

grave 23 
Hogeboom, David L. (Pvt.), 122d New York Infan­

try, grave 16 
Holtzman, William (Pvt.), 93d Pennsylvania Infan­

try, grave 20 
Hufletin, Elijah {Pvt.), 25th New York Cavalry, 

g rave 17 
Kennedy, John (Pvt.), 122d New York Infantry, 

grave 13 
Laughlin, William (2d Lt.), 61st Pennsylvania Infan­

try, grave 28 
Lovett, Patrick {Pvt.), 37th Massachusetts Infantry, 

grave 12 
Maloney, Jeremiah (Pvt.), 25th New York Cavalry, 

grave 34 
Manning, Andrew (Pvt.), 77th New York lnfantry, 

grave 29 
Marquet, George {Sgt.), 98th Pennsylvania Infantry, 

grave 7 
Ma tott, Ambrose (Corp.), 77th New York Infantry, 

grave 25 
Mcintire, H. [Thomas Morrison! (Pvt.), 61s t Penn­

sylvania Infantry, grave 15 
Mosier, Alanson (Pvt.), 122d New York Infantry, 

grave 32 
Mowry, Alvarado (Pvt.), 77th New York Infantry, 

grave 18 
Pockett, John (Pvt.), 7th Maine lnfnntry, gra,·e 
Richnrds, John Milton (Sgt.), 139th Pennsyh·ania 

Infantry, g rave -tO 
Richardson, Thomas (Sgt.), 25th New Yo rk Cavalry, 

g rave 35 
Ruhle, William (Corp.), -l9th New Yo rk Infantry, 

grave 22 
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Seahouse, Charles (Pvt.), 98th Pe nnsylvania Infan­
try, grave 2-! 

Sta rbird, Alfred C. (Sgt.), 25th New York C.1\·alry, 
grave 33 

Stt•vtms, Russell L. (Pvt.), 3d Vt>rmont lnf<lntry, 
grave 21 

Walther, Frederick (Pvt.), 48th Pennsylvanin Infan­
try, gran.• 10 

The la~t veteran of the bcHtlc, Edward R. Campbell, 2d 
Vermon t Infantry (whtl n1se to the rank nf rnnjor in tlw 
po~twar U.S . .1\rmy), \\'il!' buried in grnvc -ll on M.1rch 
12, llJJii, agl•d ni1wty-twt1. Thrt•e otlwr gra\'l'S contain 
tlw wi(l' and thrl'l' chi ldren, nwmbcr-; of the filmily of 
Augustus 1\mbrl'l·ht, lny.1l cemetery c.ul't.11..l·r .1ftcr tlw 
Ci\'il W.11·. Thl')' Ml' burkd bl'11ind graws 2H .1nd 29. 

Confederate Mo nument 

To l'l'.ll h tlw buri,1l ~ ill' for ~l'\'l'nll't•n Clll1fl•l·kr.11l' dl•.1d 
from thl' b.1ttk, cnnlilllll' no rth on Cl·orgi.1 1\\'l'llllt' 
fwm tlw Distrid uf Columbi.1 thn1ugh Sih l' r Spring 

to com er of Georgia Avenue and Gmce Church Rl?ild 
where, on the right, can be found the simplt~ grclnitc 
Confederate memorial shaft near the church. 

Oc:;aipl itm 

The Confederate memorinl shaft was ercctL•d in tlw 
memory of Sl'\'Cn tccn unknown Confederntc dead 
who fell in front of Washington, D.C., ("' July 12. 
IH6-l. 

No/1'4 /\ nr•cdot,·.; 

Olll' clmusing ep itaph to Early 's raid was disnwer,·d 
~oo11 a fter the bnttk· by Fl•dcral tn1ops. It ~upp<lsl'dly 
i1ppe.ul·d on tlw flylc.1f of o11c of Lord nynm's \\'t1rl..:; 
th.1t h,1d bct•n "liber.lll•d" fn1111 a r.ms.Kkl•d ltK.11111,111· 

sinn by E.1rly'~ tronps: 

Ill\' , l 'nd,• 1\bl•, \'I Ill h.1d bdll'r lw quid lhl' b ,llc11ll l'l1f 
your cldmi ni ... tJ".lli;lll . \VI' l•nh· ( .lllll' lll'.lr your 1111\ n thi~ 
tmw (11 ... htll\' nll r 1\'h.JI ,,.,. CtllJ ld do, but if \Pll ~~· 1111 

in \our lllold , .;Hl'l'l' 1\l' ll' i ll l"llllll' ,1,_;.1i11 !-110 11 , ,111d tlwll 
\ tlU h.1d L•,·tkr :-t.md from UJll'kr Your-. rl''l''''llull~ • 
llw \\'1•r.,l l\d•1•l 'I "ll l' l ' t•r S,m . 
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Battleground National Cemetery, ca. August 1865. U.S. Army Military History Institute 

Fort S locum- Companion to Fort Stevens 

Locntio11 

From the Confederate burial site, return via Georgia 
Avenue NW past Battleground National Cemetery 
and Fort Stevens to Missouri Avenue (traffic light). 
Turn left o n Missouri Avenue to 3d Street. Tum left 
on 3d Street to Madison Street and then tum right (an 
unarmed battery and a connecting trench remain in 
the park dt Madi on Street and 2d Place). Continue 
on Madison Street to Kansas Avenue. Turn left and 
continue to the top of the hill at Nicho lson Street W. 
Note the Nationc1 l PMk Service generic Defenses of 
Wa hington ign o n the left side o f Kansas Avenue. 
Fort Slocum occupied the high ground roughly en­
compassed by Kansas Avenue, Blair Road, Nicholson 
Street, ilnd Milmor on Place NW. 

The Nt1tion<1l PMk Scrvice preserves the bcldly eroded 
fiL•Id gun b.lttery and rifle pits in the pnrk, labeleJ 

" Fort Slocum Park." There is also an interpretive sign 
on Kansas Avenue. 

Description 

Fort Slocum was constructed by the 2d Rhode lsland 
Infantry and na med for its commanding officer, Colo­
nel John S. Slocum, who was killed at the Firs t Battle 
of Bull Run (Manassas). 

The fo rt was a trong work with a perimeter of 653 
yMds. It provided auxiliary fire for Fo rt Stevens on the 
Seventh Street Road to the west, and it cO\·ered the left 
J nd right forks of Rock Creek Church Road (modem 
Blair Road and New Hampshire Avenue) as they en­
tered the District o f Columbia. 

Its armnmcnt consis ted of twenty-five guns and 
morta rs with fifteen platforms for field and siege 
pieces. Among the hcllvy ordna nce were one eight­
inch siege howitzer (en embrasure), two 24-pounder 
siege guns (en cmbmsure), two 2-l-pounder seacoast 
guns (en l'mbmsu re), four 2~-pounder howitzers {en 
embrasure), ..;even fou r-a nti-a-ha lf-inch rifles (en em-



J.ll import.mt confront.1tiun, c1 n.Jsty bloodletting, .md .1 
wise dt.?cision. There was, in one sense, .1 victor, but no 
one was truly v.:~nquished. Dusk ended wh.1t figh ting 
there had been, .:md E<~rly begiln his rctrt>at to Virginia. 
The Defenses of Wnshington hild held. Washington's 
defenders, overjoyed with the .1ccomplishment of sav­
ing the city, engaged in no im mediate purs uit. For the 
tOO-day soldiers whose terms of service would soon 
be ending, it was an .1dventure of a lifetime. 

Thus, the Confederate threat to Mr. Lincoln's city 
ended. Grnnt continued his relentless pressure at Pe­
tersburg. Juba l Early stayed in the lower Shenandoah 
Valley for the rest of the summer, threatening once 
more to move north of the Potomac. But Washington 
and the North had been scared: faith in the Union 
cause was haken by the audacity of such a raid and 
its near success. The Times of London of July 25, 1864, 
concluded, "The Confederacy is more formidable nn 
enemy than ever." One modem observer has con-

21 

eluded, 'Th.tt so splendid a ruse h.1d bt::en .Khicved 
is perhaps the finest tribute to Jubal's raid."~ Lincoln 
survived to win reelection in November nnd enjoy on­
other nine months in the White House. But it had been 
,, close-run thing. 

ENDING THE THREAT 

Direct threat to the Federal capital decre<lsed s harply 
after Early's attack. Interest in perfec ting the defenses 
did not-at least not .1s far as the engineer officers 
were concerned. Surveys of the fortifications made 
prior to Early's summer raid had noted many defi­
ciencies and the need for improvements to individ ual 
forts. The sodding and repair of parapets, the con­
struction of bombproofs, and the cutting and clear­
ing of undergrowth required many man-hours and 
occupied several hundred laborers each month once 

Temporary U.S. Soldier Graves neJr Fort Slevens' Barracks. Courtesy of GiiiJ<~rrctt 
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