
Law Offices 

STEPHEN N. GELL 
A Professional Corporation 

Ms. Ruthanne Miller, Chairperson 
District of Columbia 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 

Room 210 
441 4th Street, N. W . 
Washington, DC 20001 

March 31, 2009 

Re: 1179 Third Street, N.E., Sq. 773, Lot 277 
BZA Caste No. 17902 

Dear Ms. Miller: 

1101 30th St. N.W 
Fifth Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20007 
Telephone: (202) 625-8311 
Facsimile: (703) 522-5503 

On behalf of Mr. Joseph Park, I am submitting herewith letters from Jane A. 
West and Tarez White of 1171 3rd Street, N.E. stating that they had purchased goods at 
Oasis Liquors during 2006. In addition, credit card activity in December, 2007 and 
January, 2008 show that business activity was taking place at the store. Most of his 
business was on a cash basis so there was little credit card activity during this period. 

Mr. Park maintained his liquor license during this period. However, in March 
2008, circumstances forced him to put the license in safe-keeping. These facts and Mr. 
Park's testimony show that he did not intend to abandon the business .. Moreover, there 
was technically no abandonment since he ran the store on a periodic basis. 

Finally, it is not insignificant that a building permit issued in July, 2008 enabled 
Mr. Park to make renovations to the building in anticipation of a lessee. Moreover, 
having undertaken the renovations at considerable cost, Mr. Park is entitled to show 
that the governnlent's action was barred by equitable estoppel. Acting in good faith, he 
made expensive repairs after DCRA issued him a permit. He had no reason to know 
that he had done anything wrong. His decision to operate on a reduced schedule was 
dictated by his age and illness. Admittedly, there were periods when he could not open 
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the store. However, he: continuously looked for a buyer or lessee of the business, again 
showing intent to maintain, not abandon his business. 

Mr. Park will testify at the hearing. 

Yours very truly,> 
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Merchant Financial 
Activity Statement Pl10emx, AZ El507:2-3J~52 

Sf:'1~t~ement ·Peri,od 12/12/07 through 01/11/08 Page 
For 111:1Qstloll$ coneamlr.g your account please caJ'l1·:lfDO-S28-52!OO 

Service !:stablizthme:ll:t !hun 
OASIS LIQUOR AND GR_, __ ' _-___ ,~ __ 

'J:rans Sal ... CI:.(iit 
CO~II~t Amount Am.cunt 

i 5.95-
: 1 S.% 

1 

OASIS LIQUOR AND GR 
11 791 3RD' S1' NE 
'iiASHING1:0N DC 20002- 3405. 

1 of 

Re:ceive this rep<:>rt online by enrolling :in Online Merchant s~::rvic;es(Q~)S 
, ~:;o t.o WW. allleric:anexpres'S . (:t:)III/merchar.lt.services . 
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GOVER~IMENT OF~THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERA.(~E.REGU1..ATION ADMINISTRAT1()N 

\)l:~ J~:'l: (JI· F'}H~·I!H~·.r ~~,~~i) i~~';,:I,t··',;i 
I ..... "" D\'d,j~'~ ~::/?); /'.(~':I(I~'~ ." . .'/:;;:' :.'~II 

J '1..,Vl1ol}lrJq '~CJlej .1 = L ~:~t,'I.':" ~~i:li."'{1' i ~~'~",:, ["".' P,",,;,}:;, :,.,;;. 
!·'t~,.f<P7./ 0, ~ /5.:.,..., I i': ',\O',hl':I': 111_"1>1:\ 

j NO ,If " ~~ ~":';f:' :: /1 ~J~';': 
INSTRUCTIONS AND BILL FOR 3AD YEAk PMl~NT FOR ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE G9~I(fBQ'~ ~i;iAl~€R *dCENSE CL.ASS n A" ,~), ,J'I I ,.' 1'1 

·1 1 'CI':Ioi(-','l , rll"~·,,:Lu·'.)'!n 
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE IN PROCEDURE','!;"" ill ::,{ . (', (,'I'. (,II 

MAIIL.·IN PAYMENTS: YCIU may now mail in your paymenHorthe 3rd year aniluailicense fee :~Iong with tlle fee for a~i~~rbVe8'fa~tlrig ':' i·' '/": ':11 

permit. Answer items 1 -1' below. Print your name and ti~e. sign your name, and date the: fonn. Iindicate the trade flame of your 
est<lblishment and tIlellcense number on your check or money order. The cornpleted form aM the check or money order must be 
placed in the envelope provided to you and jmailed to the Alcoholic Beverage f::egulation Administration, PO Sox. 92300, WDC 20090, 
FEr;: Payments for the Retailer'S CJa~is A lICense must be POS'fMARKED by Match 31, 2008,. All maiHn payments carl be made in thE: 
form of a cashier's check, certified ched~. bosinessi chack, attorney's checK. pe!rsonai checlk, or money order, payable to the DC 
Tre'lsurer. CREDIT CAR[;I PAYME:N1"$ WILL NOr BE ACCEPTED THROUtiH 1He MAIL. I~O NOT SelllD CASH. Please be 
advised that if the postmarlmd date is latter MarCh :11, 2008, you will be notified of the late ~Be and YOt! wiliinot receive your license until 
the late fee has been pald. Ucenses v,~n bEl mailed to the llcensees by April 15, 2008. UGenSe,5 must be posted imrn1edlalely in a 

. conspicuous manner. I 
LArE FEES: Seglnning April 1 , 200B" a late fee may be imposed by the Board pursuant to lntle 23, D, C. Municipal He:giulatlon § 208.2 
(2004): "The Board may impose late fl~e uPon a licensee for failure to timely remit the second or third year fee, or tl18 n~n9waJ fee, in the 
amount of $50,00 for each day afterthl~ due date of payment The tolal amount of late fee to 01;: paid to AEIRA shall not exceea the 
annual cost of the license. The Board may ~uspend a license until the licensee pays the sEl!cond of thlrd year fee and an}' additiona! fee 
imp()sed by the Board for 1~lte payment. A licensee who has not :renew.ed tlmel:, shall not bI9 permitted to ~~II or serve alcoholic 
bevE~rages with an expired license". This late fee may be imposed If your payment is not pc>strnarKed by March 31,2008. 
CA~ICELLATtON OF UCENSE: On Aprll1S', 200(1, information 'will be sent to the ABC Bo:ard 1:0 suspend your license. If payment has 
not been postmarked by Mla~ch 31, 2008, !I1e DistriGt Whotesalers and the Mell'opolitan Pollee Department will also be notified !hat you 
cannot se!1 any alcoholic bE~verages, F'or additionali informafion, do not hesitate to contact ~he Licensing Renewal Division at 202-442· 
442:) Monday through Fridely from 8:3C1'~1' -4:00 p.m. Your con~nued compliance is appreciated, 

1. LJcen6e#: 2. Chtl~"untofi?aymtntfor 3. CheckAmountofPllymtlntroran '[ 4. TOTAL PAYMENT: -
~ 1\11 \./' Ucense Fe!e: I Approved Tastlllg Pormit alLL CODES 
6 . 0 31'f1 Yf. ~2,600 I 0 3rd yr. $130 60017/2010013'01719010/6017 

Enter Secti()~~ a9d 3 
I $·o<,bDO 

5. Trade Name: C' - .-L.. '·W\ ' /1L ' , './ A:'~~~ , (.::1( u /)' v'( ,..) __ 

\---'6-, ::""'Id-dre-ss-: -.r;;.;:) =t-) -::-.., "'-'1 ,t:1 -3 r< _ 5= \ ') ~M 1: \.IJA"-;".+,.l. 'I P<=---=-- 1;2Z?T~'-, ~!O~-~ 
I i 

,."'_.,."g."'you .... _d:"i ..... "'~~) -_ . _) 
~>-1 All :-P~\k av n;-Y'Z ~1,,'!Ab~ ll..d.-Lf! uS 

Name and Title (print) sig7a ?ar~ "'Y' Date 
I, l I 

LlIO NOT COMPLEtE ANY INFORMArON BELOW, .. ' 

The Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administr:OItion (A8RA) has completed the 3fTJy~~ar payment proces:s for tile license 
peric>o of 04/1/Z.0Q8·Q3t3J~. Th.a: cUrrent Jic;im~e was mailed on . .' 

I 

SPECIAL NOTICE 

lfhe I)islcl¢t of ClJlumbla wHI provIde:1Im appropriaUil ~ic:1!S 8Ild :auxillary aids, incJudlr19 sign language interpn:Jt&m, whenB'lllr nece$!lsr( to ensum offectMl communiG;;lijQr: 
with member.; of the publlc who are d<!lBf. hearing ImpalMd or who tl;Ml o1h!Ir dlsablltJe5 affecting COIl'lmunlcatkms, f~eqUJ:I813llor $EllVII)!IS and auxiliary aid:! shoUld be made al: 
least ten (10) days primm My schecMed hearing. PIGue notffy tile AOA CQOIdmtor at (202) 44244~:3, . 



>-3 
0 ...., 
;» 
r 
'l:J 

0 
0 
(,', 

Office of Finance 
and ireasury 

Date: 3/2412008 12;17 PM 
Office: 941NCap Ter/ll:D6JPOLBl 
Bench: 20 Batch Data:03124/OB 
Ca$hi Elf' :ncap18 
Trans 41:61 

OCRA Rcpt; 00233:557 
CoMent/!)oc;lAOOt: 

Payment rotal: $2)00),00 
paYMnt Di$trjbutlID_~ 

9999 MISC $2,600,00 
VS Tendered: $2,600,00 
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To the Board of Zoning Adjustment: BZA Case No. 17922 
~ 

We, the undersigned neighbors of the Oasis Liquor Store at 1179 3rd Street" N_E .. 
support the application for a variance to allow the store to continue operating as it 
has for more than 20 years_ 

Name 
(Write) (Print) 

Address Date 

~---'-----------1 
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To the BO"ard of Zoning Adjustment: BZA Case No. 17922 

We, the undersigned nei'ghbors of the Oasis Liquor StorE~ at 1179 3rd Street, N.E. 
support the application for a variance to allow the store to continue operating as it 
has for more than 20 years. 



To the Board of Zoning Adjustment: ., BZA Case No. 17922: 

We, the undersigned neighbors of the Oasis Liquor Store:~ at 1179 3rd Street,. N.E. 
support the application for a variance to allow the store to continue operating! as it 
has for more than 20 years. 

Name 
(Write) 

Address Date 



To the Board of Zoning Adjustment: 
\\ 

BZA Cnse No. 17922 

We, the undersigned neighbors of the Oasis Liquor Store at 1179 3rd Street, N.E. 
support the application for a variance to allow the store to continue operating as it 
has for more than 20 years. 

Address Date 
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To the Bo~ard of Zoning Adjustment: BZA Case No. 17922 

We, the undersigned neighbors of the Oasis Liquor Store at 11179 3rd Street, N_E. 
support the application for a variance to allow the store to continue operating as it 
has for more than 20 years_ 

Address Date 

f.-----------------------+----------------------j----________ _ 

f-------------------------+------------- ------ ----------------

f---------------------------\----------------------- -~------

f-------------------------\------------------------ --------

f-------------------------\------------- ---------+ --------

f------------------------+-------------------t-----------i 
\ 

:=~===========---=-.~--=---~-+--=-.~~~~----j 
---------l 

L-_________ ------L--__________ ----'---_--_ -~~~~-__ j 



i .. "" ";J J. 'U;:JI u"t:.:l "F ~teF~-n N. Gell P.C. 703- ." ~2'--5503 

Law Offices 

S T E PH E N N. G ELL 
A Professional Corporation 

Ms. Ruthanne Miller, Chairperson 
District of Columbia 
Board of Zoning Adjustltnent 

Room 210 
441 4th Street, N. W. 
~Vashington, DC 20001 

March 31, 2009 

1101 30th St. N.W. 
Fifth Floor 
Wa!;hing1on, D.C. 20007 
Tel(~phone: (202) 1525-8311 
Facsimile: (703) 522-5503 

130ARD OIF ZONING AD.JUSTMENT 
District of Columbia 

/'7 'r (J~.,. ~DASE NO,,, __ ,, __ .L..J.-~,--
I ,J ~~fr.:1-)-, 

EXHIBIT NO .•. _____ .'----L~ ...... · 

Rt!: 1179 Third Street, N.E., Sq. 773, Lot 277 
BZA Caste No. 175m2 

Dear Ms. Miller:: 

On behalf of Mr. Joseph Park, I am submitting herewith lelters from Jane A. 
\Vest and Tarez 'White of 1171 3 rd Street, N .E. stating that they had purchased goods at 
Oasis Liquors during 2006. In addition, credit card activity in December, 20107 and 
January, 2008 show that business activity was taking place at the store. Most of his 
business was on a cash basis so there was little credit card activity duriing this period. 

Mr. Park maintained his liquor license during this period. However, in March 
2008, circumstances forced him to put the license in safe-keeping. These facts and Mr. 
Park's testimony show that he did not intend to abandon the business. Moreover, there 
was technically no abandonment since he ran the store on a periodic basis. 

Finally, it is not insignificant tbat a building permit issued in July, 2008 enabled 
Mr. Park to make renovations to the building in anticipation of a lesse(!. Moreover, 
having undertaken the renovations at considerable cost, Mr _ Park is entitled to show 
that the government's action was barred by equitable estoppel. Acting in good faith, he 
made expensive repairs after nCRA issued him a permit. He had no reason to know 
that he had done anything wrong. His decision to operate on at re:duced schedule was 
dictated by his age and illness. Admittedly, there were periods when he could not open 
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tlile store. However, he continuously looked for a buyer or lessee of the business, again 
showing intent to maintain, not abandon his business. 

Mr. Park will testify at the hearilng. 

2 

F .. 2 



Step~ , N. Gell P.C. 703- "'2--'5503 F·6 

NOV-':l7-200e 07; 14 

9233 Kristin Ln. 
Fairfa:x~ VA 22032 
TeL 202)213-0866f703)655-434.6 
Fax. 7(3)426-0879 

P.0:l4/014 
'11''''11_11 .... ,-

\ ___ .08\& . ~'IOiQe '~_~. ' 

r-·- ~--.---~ 

I ~.~ 
~. I3ITo '. I . ==4 rst;i;)TO~--~-------'-'~-----'1 
I --I ._-- \ \._=_ ..... _-_._. ·····_·--i 

-------- ·,_-· _____ I_~_:_J I 

_~_~ __ ~--______ . ___ . ..J 

90 DAYS UMITED WARRF NTY 
ON PHONE .. BA·'TERY & CH IRGER 

EXCL:UCE:8 DAMAGEI 

PHONE AIRTIME WILL ExllRE 
, IN 1r DAYS r 

I ~ I 

I . J ' 
: .. i 1 ) [-.----1 ----.~--~. -11 --,~l - ----.---.- (,-_. cr·-a ----i 
l .. ____ .•• ..._. __ -_1 _. ________ Ll~~1 ~_.~q' ')-.-~-.. -_/ -... -. ~ 

'TOTAL P. Og 



I:JI ,,-,j J. U~I u'-t: .,j~p ~tep~-n N. Gell P.C. 

. NOV-'17-2008 07:03 

Merchant Financial 
Activity Statement 

Sett~elllent·Peri¢d 12/12/07 through Cll/11/M Page 
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Office of Finance 
and Treasury 

Dale: 3/2<1/2008 12: 17 PM 
Office: 941NCap Ter~:06JPOLBl 
Baid): 2Q BalCh Da19:03124/08 
cashl er :~18 
lrlins 11:57 

OCRA flcpt: 00233057 
CoMantll>ocu'tent: 

Paynent iotai: $2)600.00 
Payaant [ljstrlflutloo:-
99~ HISC $2.600.00 

VS Tendered: $2.600.00 

lhri yoo fer your payment, 
Ha\'e a nice day! 
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