
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 
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Application No. 17828 of Douglas Knolls Cooperative LP, pursuant to 11 DCMR §§ 3104.1 
and 3103.2, for a special exception for a child development center (90 children and 20 staff) under 
section 205, and variance from the off-street parking requirements under subsection 2101.1 (last 
approved under BZA Order No. 17373), in the R-5-A District at premises 2017 Savannah Terrace, 
S.E. (Square 5894, Lot 40). 
 
 
HEARING DATE:  October 21, 2008   
DECISION DATE:  October, 21, 2008 (Bench Decision) 

 
 

SUMMARY ORDER 
 
SELF-CERTIFIED    
 
The zoning relief requested in this case was self-certified, pursuant to 11 DCMR § 3113.2. 
 
The Board provided proper and timely notice of the public hearing on this application by 
publication in the D.C. Register, and by mail to Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 8B 
and to owners of property within 200 feet of the site.  The site of this application is located within 
the jurisdiction of ANC 8B, which is automatically a party to this application.  ANC 8B did not 
submit a report or participate in this application.  The Office of Planning (OP) submitted a report 
in support of the application. 
 
As directed by 11 DCMR § 3119.2, the Board has required the Applicant to satisfy the burden of 
proving the elements that are necessary to establish the case pursuant to § 3104.1, for special 
exception relief under section 205.  No parties appeared at the public hearing in opposition to this 
application.  Accordingly, a decision by the Board to grant this application would not be adverse 
to any party. 
 
Based upon the record before the Board and having given great weight to the OP report, the Board 
concludes that the Applicant has met the burden of proof, pursuant to 11 DCMR §§ 3104.1 and 
223, that the requested relief can be granted, being in harmony with the general purpose and intent 
of the Zoning Regulations and Map.  The Board further concludes that granting the requested 
relief will not tend to affect adversely the use of neighboring property in accordance with the 
Zoning Regulations and Map. 
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Based upon the record before the Board and having given great weight to the Office of Planning 
report filed in this case, the Board concludes that the applicant has met the burden of proving 
under 11 DCMR §§ 3103.2, (2101.1) that there exists an exceptional or extraordinary situation or 
condition related to the property that creates a practical difficulty for the owner in complying with 
the Zoning Regulations, and that the relief can be granted without substantial detriment to the 
public good and without substantially impairing the intent, purpose, and integrity of the zone plan 
as embodied in the Zoning Regulations and Map. 
 
Pursuant to 11 DCMR § 3100.5, the Board has determined to waive the requirement of 11 DCMR 
§ 3125.3, that the order of the Board be accompanied by findings of fact and conclusions of law.  
It is therefore ORDERED that this application, pursuant to Exhibit No. 9, as revised by Exhibit 
No. 27 (Plans) be GRANTED, SUBJECT to the following CONDITIONS. 
 
1. Approval shall be for SEVEN (7) YEARS. 
 
2. The number of teachers and staff shall not exceed 20. 
 
3. There shall be no more than 90 children on the site at one time. 
 
4. Play areas will be immediately adjacent to the facility. 
 
5. The Center will operate, maximum, Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
 
6. The Center shall provide trash removal at a minimum of two times per week. 
 
7. The Center shall schedule delivery of materials and other goods between the hours of      

10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
 
8. The Center shall use its best efforts to mitigate any parking problems in the area, to hire 

local personnel, and to encourage the use of public transportation by the staff. 
 
9. Drop-off and pick-up shall take place at the Savannah Terrace, S.E. entrance to the 

building or at the nearby 22nd Street, S.E. cul-de-sac. 
 
10. Staff members or adult volunteers shall escort the children between the pick-up/drop-off 

points and the building. 
 
11. At least one additional staff member shall be assigned to direct traffic at drop off and pick 

up times. 
 
12. The Center shall provide adequate lighting for pedestrians using the pathway and or stairs 

leading to/from the 22nd Street cul-de-sac.  The applicant shall install three pole light 
fixtures – one at the top of the stairway, one at the bottom of the stairway and one at or 
near the middle of the stairway.  
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PLACE OF RESIDENCE OR BUSINESS.  SEXUAL HARASSMENT IS A FORM OF SEX 
DISCRIMINATION WHICH IS PROHIBITED BY THE ACT. IN ADDITION, HARASSMENT 
BASED ON ANY OF THE ABOVE PROTECTED CATEGORIES IS PROHIBITED BY THE 
ACT. DISCRIMINATION IN VIOLATION OF THE ACT WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.  
VIOLATORS WILL BE SUBJECT TO DISCIPLINARY ACTION. 
 
TWR   
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As Director of the Office of Zoning, I hereby certify and attest that on OCTOBER 24, 
2008, a copy of the order entered on that date in this matter was mailed first class, 
postage prepaid or delivered via inter-agency mail, to each party who appeared and 
participated in the public hearing concerning the matter and to each public agency listed 
below: 
  
Angel F. Clarens, AIA Architect 
1053 31st Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20007 
 
Irena I. Karpinski 
General Partner 
Douglas Knoll Cooperative L.P. 
1330 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Suite 111 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
 
Chairperson 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 8B 
2521 21st Street, S.E. 
Washington, D.C.  20020 
 
Single Member District Commissioner 8B05 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 8B 
2521 21st Street, S.E. 
Washington, D.C.  20020 
 
Matthew LeGrant, Zoning Administrator 
Dept. of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 
Building and Land Regulation Administration 
941 North Capitol Street, N.E., Suite 2000 
Washington, D.C.  20002 
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