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Ms. Ruthanne Miller 
Chairman, Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 210 South 
Washington, DC 20001 

)~pril 2!5, 2008 

RE~: ANC3c Resolution 2008-025 RE~gardiing the Mc:L.4~an Biblle Chur(:h's appeal 
of the Zoning Administrator's decisiclnl that a church c:annot 
locate in the Uptown ThE!altre pursuant to zoning rE~strictions 

Dear Chair Miller: 

At the regularly noticed and scheduled public meeting of ANC 3C OIn April 21, 
2008, the commissioners passed a resolution regarding the ,McLean Bible Church's 
appeal. The vote was 6-0. A quorum (a minimum of 5 of 8 commissioners) was 
present. 

Thank you for giving great weight to the position IOf ANC 3C on this matter. If 
you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (202} 966-5i333 or 
n macwood@aol.com. 

Enclosures 

Best regards,. 

Nancy J. MacWoocl 
Chair, ANC 3C 
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ANC3C RESOLUTION NO. 21008-025 
Resolution Regarding the~ McLean Bible Church's appeal of the 

Zoning Administrator's deCiision that a church cannot locate 
in the Upto"lfn Theatre pursuant to zoning restrictions 

WHEREAS the McLean Bible Church of Fairfax County, Virgimia ("'MBC") has concl.uded 
a sublease of the Uptown Theatre, 3426 Connecticut Avenue, NW to conduct 
rel'igious services every Sunday for the corning year; 

WHEREAS the Uptown Theatre is wlithin the' boundaries of this ,I\NC, the Cleveland 
Park Historic District and the Cleveland Park Neighborhood Commercial Overlay 
District ("CPNCOD"); 

WHEREAS on October 15, 2.007 the Zoniflg J\dministrator has issued a ruling that the 
use of the Uptown Theater for religious observances is not a use that is 
permitted as a matter of right in the CPNCOD; 

WHEREAS MBC has exercised its right to. appeall. the Zoning Administrator's decision to 
the Board of Zoning Adjustment ("BZA"); 

WHEREAS MBC's appeal (Case No. 17767) is going to be heard by the BZA on May 20, 
2008; 

WHEREAS a reversal of the Zoning Administrator"s decision ,,,,rill. makE~ "it possible for 
the Uptown Theater to be used for religioLJs services rather than motion picture 
exhibition seven days a weelk; 

WHEREAS MBC - or any other religious institution - is free to use a buill.d·ing almost 
anywhere in the Distr-ict of Columbia, outside of the CPNCOD), for religious 
services as a matter of right; 

WHEREAS this ANC finds that zon-ing regulations establ.ishing the CIPNCOD do hot 
permit a church use on the ground level .. of a building wlithin thle CPNCOD as a 
matter of right, such as is proposed for the Uptown Theater- by MBC; 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. 17767
20



WHEREAS this ANC finds that the condl)ct of religious services is not an accessory use 
to a motion picture thieater, butl l's a separate use and therefore requires a 
separate certificate of occupancy; and 

WHEREAS this ANC has an interest in seieing that zoning regulations are enforced to 
preserve the CPNCOO: ' 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that ANC3C supports the Zoning Administrator's 
ruling that the Uptown Theater Gannot be used for rel.igious services as a 
matter of right; 

BE IT RESOLVED that ANC3C desires to exercise its right to participate in MBCs appeal. 
of the Zoning Administrator's de~isi()n by appear"ling in that appeal in support of 
the Zoning Administrator's ruling; 

I 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC3C authorizes Commissioner Beckner, the Chair or 
their delegates to represent the Commission in this matter before the BZA and 
elsewhere. 

Attested by Chair, on April 30,. 2008 

Nancy J. A~acWood 

This resoLution was approved by a vote ot 6-0 on April 21, .2008 at a scheduled and 
noticed public meeting of ANC 3C at which to quorum (a minimum of 5 of 9 
commissioners) was pre.sent. 
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