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®m D.C. says non-
students cannaot eat at
vory Tower venues

by Michael Barnett
Sanior News Editor

LW IS contesnng Aty and FOggY
Batiom nfficials’ efforts to prevent
Ivary Tower catexiea from scrving
non-students.

The food fight began Wednesday
afternoon, when dty officials told
several Ivory Tower venucs to im
mediately stop serving non-students
hecause GW was violating zoning
ruloc ¢hat forbid it to =all to anyone
except students. University officials
said they were able to secqure a delay
in the order’s implementation while
thcy appeal to a ity panel, which
. will hear arguuenits in Jauway..

Last week's events marked
the latest in a long history of bit-
ter baitlez botween the Univereity
and some Foggy Bottom residel,
who are irotestinz the 23rd Street
regirdenre hall as an example of what
they say ic GW's blatant disregard
for city laws and Fuggy Dollom’s
residentia] character.

Inissuing ceage arid degist ordexs
to at least three of Ivory Towenr's live
venues, L.C, Consumer and Reﬁ\‘x-
latory Afairs offirials acted-on the
longs lzmdi.r:? complaint of the local
Advisory Netghvorhood Cutnsise
sion. The six-member commission
ig an elected body that advises the
Distzict on zoning issues.

On Wednesday, aty mspectors
cired Café Gallery, Coggins’ and Fita
Pit for “service to the general pub-
Lic” and the improper placement of
signs on the IVOry Tower's exteriur,
actording to a violation notice ob-
tained from one of the vendors. The
citadons called for Ui venwes Lo ime
mediately “Lwnut service to stuclents
ordy” and remnve the nutside ad-
verlisements.

ANC members flled a complaint
against the lvo% Tower in Septem-
ber, claiming GW was ignaring resi-
dential zoning ordsro thet keep it
from selling food w nunestudenbs,
They also protested the existence
of & sidewalk entrancs to Coggins’,
whidhi b lucated on the building's
ground floor.

“The arder gave them venues

Dorothy Millez, who lus consis;'
tently opposed the constructon o
aradnrni?- and residential facilibes
which shc and others claim have
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feed students only,” said ANC chair,
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Swudents wait in line at Pita Pit, once of

J C
at joast three lvory Tower

venues ordered to stop serving the yenwral public jast week.

destroyed a neighborhood that 20
years ago featured primarily sleepy
slredts and low-rise townhouacs.

In an interview Friday nigl":t,
Miller said she was unaware that
the city agreed to stay the rease and
desigt orders, “To my knowledge, T
have not been notfied iv's been re-
scinded,” sha said.

University offidals disputed the
ANC’gr claim that city orders resc;iﬂc;
Ivory Tower venues to serving o
students. Universi Serslieglggunwl
Charles Barbrer suid Lie was oplinnis~
he that the aty's Board of gonm g
Adjustment will rule that the ven-
ucs can have a diveree clientele and
advertse on Uw builklog’'s facade.
The BZA. which arbitrates zoning
disputes, will hear arpuments from
city officinls and CW Jawyere begin-
s, Jas. 18.

KResidential zonj
ally hide the establishment of
reto.i)]"::ms, but University offidals
secured sion to house venues
inthe lvorg ‘Tower before the facility
wag built, Barber saic.

“We (hink tus doesn't have any
legal ment,” Barber said. “But this
is something that has to be resolved
with the BZA.”

Dasbes uwvled that imany D.C.
college campuses keep venues open
to the public Shops at 1957 E St. and
the Ngﬂi.n Centex, which are also
located In aress zoned residential,
have always kept their doots open
W non-sadenis.

Barber said “it's not really clear”
o offidals why ity Lwpedos
served dtations, but speculated that
a newly appninted D.C. 20ning chief
“may be misinformed.”

laws usu-

‘Yvonne Rockett, the regulatory
and consumer affairs inspector who
icsued violation notices to vendors
Wedneslay, Uid aol retarn multiple
messages left at her office Fridg::é—
temoon. Public information o
at the dty’s regulamry affairs and
coning offices also did not rctumn
calls from The Hatchet,

The Ivory Tower tussle is the
fatwst s dfentation of the {1 will be-
tween GW-and some Foggy Botom
rasidents.

What began elmosi a decadeage
esan il zoidivg Lastle bz
spilled mto the courts and the local
political scene. Liniversily officials
openly supported former Student
Asgodiaton President Kris Harv's
failed efort last month to oust Mill-
or from her ANC sear. While huild-
ing the Ivory Tower two years ago,
ufgdals succolully fended off a

‘vesidents lawsuit mat sought

‘aalt construction of the 779-bed resi-
dence hall,

The battle has alsu nwiplicd
mnto a war of mutual recrigninations,
Millex and somc other residents have
routinely derided Utivesity offi-
dals ag corporate crimunals. Univer-
sily affidals have called Miller and
other recidents “antagenictic” and
“pais,” wd piivalely use harsher
words to describe them.,

For the lvory Towser vendors
caught in the middle of the By,
Wednesday’s dtatiuime vanwe as a
swrprise. Un Friday, several manag-
ers who were unaware that the cita-
tions had been sioyed were ignoring
the aty’s order anyway. Ou Friday
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10 The GW Hateheat ]
TDWER Ron Boatright, viee president
of operations for Cogging’, said

fiom p. 3

afternoon, the usual mix of Ivacy
Tower patrons - students, hospi-
tal workers in scrubs and work-
Prs from the massive government
buildings around (e corier - ate
in the building, unaware of the
order.

Sun Kim, a manager at Café
Gallesy, walleed the clty’s acrions
“unusual” and ympossible to en-
orce,

“There’s nothing we can du,”
lig said. "We ran check every-
ane’s J? Lhis is a bar? It's not
going 1o waork like that.”

lie did not blame GW for the
city’s actions.

"No one knew about this,” he
said. “We would conslder it pub-
1i¢ space.”

YAt thie peint 1 would not
fault the University,” he contin-
ued. “You have to assume that
they didn’t laase this space un-
der falce pretenses,”

As i spuke, Boatright waved
to three middle-aged wornen
who were exiting his establish.
ment.

“Thank you,” said one of the
women,

“1 know you’ll be back” he
said ac ha bi!them goodbye. ®
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