
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

NOTICE OF FINAL RULEMAKING 

SiP 2 1988 

The Director, Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, 
pursuant to the authority set forth in § 6(1) of the Veterinary 
Practice Act of 1982, D.C. Law 4-171, D.C. Code § 2-2725(ml (1988 
Repl. Vol.), and Mayor's Order 86-112 (May 19, 1966), hereby 
gives notice of adoption of a new Chapter 29 (Animal Facilities) 
of Title 17 DCMR (Business, Industry, and Professions). No co~ments were received in response to the proposed rulemaking 
published at 35 DCR 3842 (May 20, 1986). ~\inor technical 
changes were made in the text of the ~roposed rules. Final 
rulemaking action was taken on August 17, 1966. These ruleo a•c 
effective on the date of the publication of this notice in the 

D.C. Register. 
This chapter supersedes §§ 730 to 733 of Chapter 7 (Animals, Pet 
Shops, and Animal Hospitals) of Title 22 DOIR (Public Health and 

1\edicine). 

2900 

2900.1 

2900.2 

2900.3 

2901 

2901. 1 

CHAPTER 29 ANIMAL FACILITIES 

APPLICABILITY 

This chapter applies to applicants for and holders of a 
license to operate an animal facility. 

Chapter 26 of this title (Veterinarians) supplements 

this chapter. 

All animal facilities in the District shall meet 
requirements set forth in this chapter within six (6) 
months of the effective date of this chapter. 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

To be licensed under this chapter, an animal facility 

shall: 

(a) Pass inspection by the Director; 

(b) Meet the standards set forth in this chapter; and 

(c) Be under the direction of a veterinarian in good 
standing with the Board who is: 

(1) The owner, partner, president, or chief 
operating officer of the facility; and 

(2) Personally responsible for maintaining such 
facility within the standards set forth in this 

chapter. 
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2901.2 

2902 

An applicant for or holder of a 1' 
mobile clinic is required to h lcense to operate a 
address. ave a permanent mailing 

APPLICATION FOR LICENSE 

An applicant for a li facility is required ~en~e to oper~te ~n animal 
under the Act . o e a veterlnarlan licensed 

ln good standing. 

The owner of · · license unde an eXlStlng facility shall apply for a 
the effectiv~ dthaetechoafpttehr whithin thirty (30) d e c apter. ays after 

An applicant for initial 1' 
applicant subject to§ ~ 90:c~ns~r~.other than an 
application to the Di t ~.~snaiL ~ubmit an 

P
a th rec or on the pr 'b Y e required fee, at 1 . escrl ed form, and 

the intended date of opera~~~~.slxty (60) days prior to 

An applicant shall include occup~ncy, and certificat afc~py of a certificate of 
stan?lng, if any, for theef~ 'll~corp?ration in good 
appl1cation. Cl lty Wlth the 

PRE-LICENSURE INSPECTION 

Before.the Director issues . Columbla Fire Department s a ll7ense, the District of 
determine compliance with ~~ll lnspect the facility to 
shall submit the finding tlre safety requirements and s 0 the Director. 

Before issuing a license . on-site inspection to de~ th~ Dlrector shall conduct an 
and this chapter. ermlne compliance with the Act 

The Director shall send 
,indings of the inspecti~nwritten report of the 

fifteen (15) days aft to the applicant no later 
ction. er the conclusion of the 

report states that the ~eadntbyshtahlel Dc~rrect them ~~t~~~ deficiencies the 1rector. the time perfod 

may request written roof and may conduct a f ll of.correction of 
correction of defici o. ow-up lnspection to 
notifies the o· encles after the 

n corrected. lrector that the deficiencies 
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2903.6 

2904 

2904.1 

2904.2 

2904.3 

2904.4 

2905 

2905.1 

2905.2 

2906 

2906.1 

the application ~f ~he 
The Director may deny b en corrected wtthtn a ~~~~.4. 
deficiencie~ have n~~e ;irector pursuant to § 
period requtred by for a license after 
The facility may reapplied by submitting a new 
deficiencies are cor:ec ccordance with this chapter. 
application and fee tn a 

ISSUANCE AND DISPLAY OF LICENSE 
license to a fa7ility t~~~ 
in compliance wtth the The Director shall ~ssuei: 

L~Q Olrector determ nes 
~~d this chapte<· 

. the license and cer~ifi~atc 0f 
A licensee shall dtsplay place on the premtses. 
occupancy in a conspicuous 

. a license only for the in 
The Director shall tssuepersons named as applicants b 

remises and person or . se is not valid for use y 
ihe application. The i~~:nother than that ?esignated 
any person or at any P sfer as to ownershtp or 
in the license. Any tran 1 of the Director causes 
location without tfh~ta~~r~~athe license. 
the immediate for el u 

A license is the pro~e~;yt~! 
d shall be returne 

the District Government 
Director immediately upon 

an of the following events: 
any 

. of the license; 
Suspension or revocatton 

(a) 

(b) 

{c) 

(d) 

Refusal to renew the license; 

Pursuant to§ 2904.3; or 
Forfeiture 

by the licensee· 
Voluntary discontinuance 

TERM OF LICENSE 
. issued under this chapter shall 

The term of a license. 
begin on the date of tssuance. ' 

under this chapter shall be 
A license issued or renewed 
effective for one (1) year. 

RENEHAL OF LICENSE 
. renewal notice to a lice~sce 

The Director shal~ m~tlt~e licensee's address on f~le 
by first class matl ol t forty-five (45) days prlor 

. D" ector at eas 
wtth the ~r . of the license. 
to the exptratlon 
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The failure of a licensee to receive the renewal notice 
required by this section does not relieve the licensee 
of the responsibility of renewing the license in a 
timely manner. 

If the Director does not receive the application for 
renewal of a license prior to its expiration, the 
license shall lapse, but may be reinstated within 
thirty (30) days of its expiration upon receipt of a 
completed renewal application and the payment of an 
additional late fee. Reinstatement of a license that 
has been expired for over thirty (30) days shall be at 
the discretion of the Director. 

The Dir~~tor may conduct an on-site inspection, 
announced or unannounced, of a (dcility to d~tArmine 
compliance with the Act and this chapter for the 
purposes of determining whether the facility meets the 
requirements for renewal of the license. 

The Director shall send a written report of the 
findings of the inspection to the licensee no later 
than fifteen (15) days after the conclusion of the 
inspection. 

The Director shall not renew the license of a facility 
found to have deficiencies which pose a serious threat 
to the health, safety, or welfare of the animals under 
the care of the facility or the public. 

The Director may require an applicant for renewal to 
submit a written, signed, and dated plan of correction 
to abate the deficiencies cited no later than ten (10) 
days following the receipt of the written report of the 
findings. 

The Director shall renew the license of a facility with 
no deficiencies or with minor deficiencies that in the 
opinion of the Director can be corrected within thirty 
(30) days. 

RESERVED 

CHANGE IN OPERATIONS, LOCATION, OR OWNERSHIP 

A licensee shall inform the Director of any change in 
the operation, program, or services of an animal 
facility within five (5) days of the change. 

A licensee desiring to change the location of an animal 
facility within the District shall apply for a new 
license for that facility in accordance with this 
chapter. 

6633 

Board of Zoning Adjustment
District of Columbia

Case No. 17092
81



2908.3 

2909 

2909.1 

2909.2 

2909.3 

2909.4 

2909.5 

2909.6 

2909.7 

A licensee desiring to transfer more than fifty percent 
(50%) of the ownership of an animal facility sh~ll 
notify the Director at least sixty ~60) days pr1or to 
the date of transfer. The prospectlve owner.shall 
a 1 for a license to operate the facility l~ 
a~~o~dance with this chapter and pay_the req~1re~ fee. 
The Director shall inspect the f~cillty withtn nrnety 
{90) days of a change of ownersh1p. 

RIGHT Of ZMTRY AND INSPECTION 

The Director has the right, afte: p<csont~no 
credentials, to enter, with or Wlthout pr1or netic~, 
the premises of the following: 

(a I 

{b) 

!c) 

An animal facility; 

An animal facility for which an application under 
this chapter is pending; and 

An unlicensed premises that the Dire:tor_has . 
reason to believe is being operated 1n vrolatron 
of the Act or this chapter. 

A licensee or applicant shall give the Director access 
to records, policies and pra~edures, contracts, and any 
other information that the D2rector d~ems ne~essary to 
determine the animal facility's compl1ance w1th the 
Act, this cha~ter, or other law. 

The Director shall submit a written report to the . 
licensee within fifteen (15) days after the conclus1on 
of the inspection. 

The Director may require the licensee to resp~nd 
written report with a written plan of correctLon 
ten (10) days after the receipt of the re~ort. 

The Director shall require the l~censee ~o correct the 
deficiencies within the time ~errod requ1red by the 
Director or propose an action to revoke, suspend, 
refuse to renew, or deny the license under § 2931. 

The Virector shall not enter and inspect an unlicensed 
animal facility without the permission.of the 
a~plicant, licensee, owner, or person ln charge u~les&· 
a search warrant is first obtained from the Supenor 
Court of· the District of Columbia pursuant to D.C. 
s 11-941 (l981). 

The Director may refer to the appropriate ag~ncies 
case involving an animal facility that the D1rector 
reasonabiy believes is operating in violation of the 
Act or other applicable laws or regulations. 

Olsl!lct. at CoUnllla _., $(P 2 1988 

2910 

2910.1 

2910.2 

2910.3 

COMPLAINTS INVESTIGATIONS 

If the Director receives a written complaint alleging 
violation of the Act or this chapter, the Director 
shall investigate the complaint.. In conjunction with 
the investigation of a complaint (written or oral) the 
Director may conduct an announced or ~nannounced 
ins~ection to determine the validity of the cbmplaint. 

A licensee shall permit the Director to enter to 
inspect the premises. 

The Director shall submit a written report to the 
licensee with fifteen (15) days after the conclusion of 
th~ inspection. 

The Director may require the licen~~e to resoond to the 
written report of .deficiencies with a writte.n plan of 
correction within ten (10) days after the receipt of 
the report. 

The Director shall require a licensee to correct the 
deficiencies within the time period required by the 
Qirector or may propose an action to revoke, suspend, 
refuse to renew, or deny the license under § 2931. 

The Director shall communicate the findings of the 
complaint investigation to the licensee and 
complainant. 

VARIANCES 

The Director, in the Director's discretion, may excuse 
the inability of a licensee to conform to requirements 
of this section and grant a variance to the licensee if 
the Director determines the following: 

{a) To deny the variance would result in undue hardship 
to the licensee; 

Compensating factors are present which give 
adequate protection to the health, safety, and 
welfare of the animals under the care of the 
facility and the public; and 

The variance can be granted without.impairing the 
purposes of this chapter or the Act. 

shall submit a request for a variance on the 
form setting forth the reasons that 
with ~he requirements of this chapter would 

undue hardship and the compensating factors 
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2 911. 3 

2911. II 

2911.5 

2912 

2912.1 

2912.2 
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that would ensure adequate protection of the health. 
safetY• and welfare of the animals under the care of 

the facilitY and public· 
A licensee requesting a variance shall submit a request 

within the period specified in a notice of 
noncompliance, out in no case more than twentY (20) 
days after the date the notice was mailed to the 

licensee• 
The Director shall maintain a written record of each 
variance granted or denied and shall make these records 

available for inspection by the publiC• 

The Director's decision to grant or deny a variance is 

final and is not subject to revieW• 

MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR ANIMAL FACILITIES 

This section sets forth the minimum standards for 
animal facilitieS• This section, except for§ 2912.9, 

is applicable to mobile clinicS• 

Except as provided in§ 2912.3, a facilitY shall have 

the following areas: 
(a) A reception area separate from other designated 

areas; 

(b) An examination room; 

(c) A laboratory area; 

(d) A surgery room separate from all other areas; 

(e) An animal housing area; 

(f) An animal exercise areal 

(g) An anima.l treatment area; 

(h) A lavatory; 

(i) A radiologY area; 

(j) A radiologY processing room; 

(k) A drug storage and dispensing areal 

(1) A record keeping areal and 

(m) An isolation area for effective separation of 
contagious an.d non-contagious cases. 

S63S 

2912.3 
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A facility is surgery room not.required to hav r~om if the fa~f~~ology area, or ~a~ilaboratory area, ~~rector that the 1 ~~ ~~~ves to the sa~i~~y P7ocessing 
!agnostic-quality Xcl ty uses consult action of the 

surgery. -rays • labor a tor ant. services for Y servlces, and 

A facility shall equipment in goodat a ~inimum have work l ng order: the following 

(a) A stethoscope; 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

An ophthalmoscope: 

An otoscope: 

A thermometer; 

(e) Scales; 

(f) 

(g) 

Each 

(a) 

(b) 

An oxygen and delivery system; and 

If surgery is performed, th f A e ollowing· 

n autoclave with . (1) 

(2) 

monitoring d . 
Anesth . evlces; 

etlc support . equlpment. 

examination room shall: 

Be of suffic' . 

and 

veterin . lent slze to a arlan, assistants cc?mmodate the 
Hav • anlmal, and 

e • at a minimum, owner; and 
the following: 

(1) A table with a non-porous 

( 2 ) A waste receptacle; and 

surface; 

(3) Sanitizing solut' 
Cages or lan. 

housing systems of an · animal facility shall: 

(a) H ave sufficient ow animals freedom of space to all . 
movement; 

Uaintain a t sevent -f' emperature b t . y lVe degrees Fah~e~~=7ts~~~~-five and 

Provlde access to 75" F.); 

required by § 2t9ol3a,.dequate food and water as 

Uaintain animals overcrowding; that must be . ln a group without 
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(e) 

h as measured by 
. 1 in good healt f ormal body 

!laintain anlma s the maintenance o n ad of 
such factors as vention of the spre 

. ht and the pre 
we1g . ble diseases; 
communlca sanitary maintenance; 

. d for effective 
Be des 1gne . 

3
. ury to the 

air to prevent 10 and be 
(f) 

2912.7 

2912.8 

2912.9 

2912.10 

2912.11 

(g) Be kept i~ ~~o~r~~~te physical co~;~~;~ wires, and 
animal an rners and edges, 
free of sharp c~rfaces; and 
any dangerous s . us to water, 

. ._ ...... ~re imper~~o -· ....... r\n. 
(
h) Be of materials \:"~- not incluOlny "~-­

wear, and corros on, 
f 'lity shall be 

unds of the acl. the animals 
The buildings and I~~ for the we~l~be~ngp~;sonnel and 
maintained to prov f the facllltY s 
and health and safety o 

public. A regular 
. 't shall be kept.clean~ired, including 

The animal facl~~aiy maintenance 17br~qin §§ 2912.9 to 
schedule of :anl f wastes as descrl e 
the eliminatlon o 
2912.17. readilY 

. hall provide an ar:a available for 
Th animal facilltY s nitation which lS 
su~ceptible to pro1e~x!~cising animals. 
the sole purpose o and other parts 

. ors storage areas' f as 
. 1 rooms, corrld 'h 11 be cleaned as o ten 

An1ma f 'litY sa t and 
of the animal.n~c~ppropriate ctete~g~~r~. debris, and 
necessary, usl keep them free o 
disinfecta~ts to 
contamination• is used in animal 

· such as paper ften as 
If litter or be~~l~~all be changed a~ ~lean and to 
cages or pensk l the animals dry an 
necessary to ~~;e odors. 
minimize offen te is removed by 

2912.12 

m which animal was d suitably 
cag:s or P~~~s~~~g shall be cleane~ni~als shall be 
hos1ng or ast once a da~·. 

2912.13 

disinfected at le during servlclng. 
removed from cages . t such as 

ccessory equlpmen ' 
racks' and a 1 be washed and aJHI 

Animal cag~s~ater utensils, shalt keep them clean 
feeders an ften as necessary .o. cages shall h<> 
sanitized as o 'nation. In addltlon, d in them. 
free from contaml new animals are .place by washing all 
sanitized before ccomplished elther 
Sanitizing may be a 

S£P e 1988 

soiled surfaces with a cleaning agent having an 
effective bactericidal action or with live steam or the 
equivalent thereof. 

llaste containers and implements shall be maintained in 
sanitary condition. 

All waste shall be collected and removed in a safe and 
sanitary manner. If waste cans are used, they shall be 
made of metal or plastic, be leakproof, and be equipped 
with tight fitting lids. Leakproof, disposable 
containers such as plastic bags or plastic-lined paper 
bags as liners in waste cans shall be used for disposal 
of animal tissues and carcasses • 

;.;et.:;Lt= mate;:ials ::.hall be remov~Q r~gularly and 
frequently. 

Used hypodermic needles, suture needles, catheter 
needles, and other needles shall be stored and disposed 
of in containers so as to prevent injuries to persons 
handling the trash. 

Insects, rodents, and other pests shall be eliminated 
or effectively controlled. 

FEEDING AND WATERING OF ANIMALS 

Each animal shall have access to food according to its 
particular requirements. The food shall be free of 
contamination, palatable, and nutritionally adequate. 
Each animal shall be fed an amount to meet its 
nutritional requirements. 

Food containers shall be accessible to animals and 
shall be located to minimiae contamination by waste. 
Containers shall be made of a durable material, and 
sanitized daily. Disposable food containers may be 
used but shall be discarded after use. 

Animals shall have access to potable water, according 
to their particular requirements. 

FACILITIES, EQUIPMENT, AND SUPPLIES FOR ANIMAL SURGERY 
AND POST SURGICAL CARE 

If surgery is to be performed, appropriate facilities 
and equipment shall be provided. Surgery shall be 
performed in a room which is reserved only for surgery 
and used for no other purpose. A surgery room may not 
serve as a corridor. The operating area shall be run 
in accordance with accepted surgical practice with 
regard to anesthesia, asepsis, life support, monitoring 
procedures, and recovery care. 
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2914.2 

2914.3 

2915 

2915.1 

291 s. 2 

2915.3 

l l · lude the following 
A suitably equipped area sha Lnc 
6qUi~ment and supplies: 

la) 

lb) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

( i) 

( j) 

A surgical table with non-porous surface; 

Autoclave for effective sterilization ~f similar 
instruments, linens, gloves, gowns, an 
items, will have internal and external 
sterilization monitors; 

Instrument table, stand, or tray and waste 
receptacle; 

a Sl'milar container for surgical A scrub sink or 
preparation; 

0 erating light with sufficient power ~o 
"lluminate the surgical area clearly Wlth a 
~inimum of one hundred (100) foot candles; 

Automatic emergency lighting; 

Instruments, supplies, and equipment appropriate 
for the surgical procedures performed in the 
hospital; 

Instruments and equipment for ar~i~icial 
respiration, including but not llmlted to, • 
resuscitation (Ambu) bag and endotracheal tubes, 

circle gas anesthesia machine in working con~it 
utilizing an anesthetic vaporizer and effectLve 
scavenger system; and 

Provision for proper and adequate 
care and monitoring. 

sur eons and assistants shall wear clean or sterile 
attire and sterile gloves appropriate to the 

STRUCTURAL STANDARDS FOR NON-MOBILE ANIMAL FACILITI 

This section prescribes the structural standards for 
animal facilities other than mobile clinics. 

Floors shall be smooth, waterproof, _non-abso~bent, 
scrubbed with detergents and effectl~e sanitLzing 

roducts, and capable of normal hosplt~l u~e.. . 
garpeting is an acceptable floor coverlng lf Lt ls 
in a sanitary condition and free from odors. 

~lalls shall be waterproof, smooth, and ~ree of a':ly 
cracks that could interfere with effectlve cleanlng. 

6640 
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Ceilings shall be maintainable in a sanitary condition. 

Exterior windows and skylights are not required in the 
animal rooms if adequate ventilation and lights are 
provided. If windows are provided and are opened for 
ventilation purposes, effective screening through which 
animals cannot escape is required. 

The ventilation system shall regulate room temperature, 
promote comfort, and maintain a low concentration of 
atmospheric contaminants such as odors or 
microorganisms. 

The ventilation system shall maintain temperatures 
between sixty-five and seventy-five degrees Fahrenheit 
(65" to 75~ F.) The relative humidity shall be 
maintained at all times within a range of thirty to 
seventy percent (30% to 70%), according to the needs of 
the animals. 

There shall be hot and cold running water on premises 
from a source approved by the District. 

There shall be a toilet and lavatory on premises 
approved by the District for personnel and clients. 

If c9mpanion animals are housed outdoors with no access 
to indoor facilities, provisions shall be made to 
assist in maintaining their natural temperatures. When 
the ambient temperature falls below fifty degrees 
Fahrenheit (SO• F.), or rises above eighty-five degrees 
Fahrenheit (85• F.), adequate shelter shall be 
provided. 

Corridors shall be wide enough to accommodate expected 
traffic. The floor-wall junction shall be coved to 
facilitate cleaning. 

Electrical outlets shall be explosion-proof in rooms 
where volatile anesthetics are used and waterproof 
where water is used in cleaning. 

At least fifty (50) foot-candles of light are required 
in animal housing areas. Animal treatment and 
examination surfaces shall be lighted by a minimum of 
one hundred (100) foot-candles. Provision shall be 
made for emergency lighting in the event of power 
failure. 

Floors and floor drains shall be maintained in a 
sanitary condition. 
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f t to at least 

2915.15 
e ual in square ee housing space 

An area or areas q (25%} of the animal f the 
twenty-five per7entfor the service f~n~tio~~ ~ne 

2915.16 

2916 

2916.1 

2916.2 

shall be s~i·~~ldewhen an animal fac1i1t~ize services 
animal fac(t ~ooi square feet or less ~ but'there 
thousand ' d in a multipurpose are ' 
may be performe te storage area. 
shall be a separa . 11 District laws 

11 omply wLth a t"on 
. 1 facility sha c b "ldings construe 1 • 

The anLma . licable to ul ' 
and regulatlons app 
and zoning. 

LABORATORY minimum, proof of 
il"ty shall have as a . or consultant 

The anim~l facin:house laboratory s7rv~c~aboratorY for 
use of eLther nationally accredlte . t with 
lab ser~iceshbyf~llowing lab tests consl:;~~s treated: 
perform~ng t e f sional care for the sp 
approprlate pro es . evaluation of 

. including microscop1C 
(al urinalys1s, 

sediment; 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(el 

(f) 

(g) 

(h} 

(il 

complete bloo d count (CBC }; 

Flotation test for 
ova of intestinal parasites; 

1 parasites; 
diagnosing externa 

Skin scrapings for 
blood microfilarial 

Exam for circulating 

Blood chemistries; 

a nd sensitivities; 
Cultures 

Biopsy; 

necropsies including 
complete 

( j l serology. 
machines ·are uti~ized, 

If in-house laboratoryropriate calibratLo~ to 
of maintenance and.ap~ along with approprLate 
standards are.requLre 
control practLces. 

2917 

2917.1 

DRUG STORAGE · te provis 
area shall have approprla · 1 ica 

The drug stotr~~e control for all drugs and blO og 
for tempera u 
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2917. 2 

2917. 3 

2917.4 

Drugs and biologicals under refrigeration shall be 
stored with the refrigerator's interior temperature 
maintained between thirty-six and forty-six degrees 
Fahrenheit (36• and 46•F.} 

Locked storage shall be supplied for Schedule II drugs. 

Drugs stored at room temperature should be maintained 
between fifty-nine and eighty-six degrees Fahrenheit 
(59° and B6°F.}. 

The stock of drugs and biologicals shall be reviewed 
frequently and all expired medications removed from the 
working stock. 

Drugs and biologicals shall not be sold or dispensed 
after the expiration date designated on the label or 
the original container. 

Expired Schedule II drugs shall be disposed of in 
accordance with District and Federal laws and 
regulations. 

STORAGE AREAS FOR FOOD, BEDDING, AND REFUSE 

Food and bedding shall be stored in an area separate 
from animal housing and shall be stored off the floor 
on pallets, racks, or carts. 

Food storage areas shall be physically separated from 
refuse areas. 

Temperatures in the storage rooms shall be the ambient 
temperature. Refrigerated storage shall be available 
for perishable items. 

The facility shall contain separate storage facilities 
for dead animals. Carcasses shall be kept below 
forty-five degrees Fahrenheit (45° F.} to reduce 
putrefaction, and noxious materials shall be covered or 
packaged. 

EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES 

facility shall have the capability and proof 
either in-house or consultant services for 
diagnostic quality radiographs. 

diograph equipment shall conform to the following 
irements: 

The protective tube housing shall be of diagnostic 
type; 
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2920 

2920.1 

2920.2 

(bl Diaphragms or cones shall be provided for 
collimating the useful beam to the area of 
clinical interest and shall provide the same 
degree of protection as is required of the 

housing; 
(c) The total filtration permanentlY in the useful 

beam shall not be less than one-half of one 
millimeter (0.5 mml aluminum equivalent for 
machines operating up to fifty kilovolt potential 
(50 kVp)

1 
one and one-half millimeters (1.5 mml 

aluminum equivalent for machines operating between 
fifty to seveni.y ldlovcH potential (50 to 10 
kVp), and two and one-half millimeters (2.5 ~~) 
aluminum equivalent for machines operating above 
seventY kilovolt potential (70 kVp); 

(d) A device shall be provided to terminate the 
exposure after a preset time of exposure; and 

(el A dead-man type of exposure switch shall be 
provided, together with an electrical cord of 
sufficient length, so that the operator can stand 
out of the useful beam and at least six (6) feet 
from the animal during all x-ray exposures. This 
paragraph does not apply to field radioyraph 

procedures. 

The dark room shall be maintained in· a clean and 
orderly manner and shall be of adequate size for the 
proper development of radiographS· 

Equipment shall be maintained in good operating 
condition for the proper development of radiographS· 

OPERATION OF RADIOLOGY EQUIPMENT 

A veterinarian using radiology equipment shall require 
operators to use lead aprons and gloves that are 
adequate to safeguard operators in accordance with 
federal and District law. 

No person under eighteen (18) years of age shall be 
permitted to be present in the radiology area during 
the operation of radiology equipment. 

2920.3 
The operator of radiology equipment shall stand well 
away from the useful beam and the animal during 

2920.4 

radiographic exposure. 

No individual, other than the operator, may be in tho 
X-ray room while exposures are being made unless such 
individual's presence is required. 

SEP 2 1988 

A veterinarian shall under his or h ensure that all X-ra . 
individuals co!~e~on~rol is operated onlyyb;qulpment 

en to use the equipment Th safely. 

. e veterinarian shall . lndividual operat' provlde safety rules t 
veterinarian's co~~~o~-r~y equ~pment under th~ each 
~~et~perati~g techniqu~ ~~~~~~~~gfany restrictions of 

e part1cular x or the safe . ~;e~:r~~ ~~:o~~t~at~r~~mrif:~r~~s~i~~dt~!quire
0

i~~~t~~~ 
all person ulpment. These rules h se rules prior 
badges andst~~~r~~!~~ ~a~iology equip~e~~lw~=~u~~~ that 
monthly by a qualifi d a g~s be evaluated at 1 ay 
shall be . . e rad1ology lab east individua~a~~~galned on the premises ~~a~~rih Records 

e exposure of all e \lhe . persons monitored. 

':' an anlmal shall be h . . ~ad~ography, mechanical s~ld ln.position during 
evlces shall be used Ifpptohrtln~ or restraining 

person, the p • e an1mal m 
shielding dev~~=~n s~all ~e.protected b~s~ be he~d by a 
or uer body Will ban pOSltlOned SO that pp~oprlate e struck by the usef 1 ~0 part of his 

Field radio r u earn. 
following sge~l~i~~~~~~~~es shall conform to the 

(

(ball Protective lead aprons and gloves shall be 
Employees shall used; be monitored for exposure; and 

(c) Equipment shall condition. be maintained in good operating 

Radiographs shall reference and . be J?roperly identified, fl'led f 
' ma1nta1ned for th or ree (3) years. 

R~diology equipment . Wlth Chapters 20 and lts use shall b . 
and lledicine) and to 22 of Title 22 DCIIR e (~n c'?mpliance 
federal laws or alny other applicable o· ub~lc Health ru es. 1str1ct or 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION 

a finding that an a . engaged i ppllcant for or h ld 
or may f n conduct described . o er of a hearin~ au ter providing notice ~~d !i 2930.2, the 

of the fol~.s~ant to this chapter takn opportunity 
Wlng actions: , a e one or 
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(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

Deny the issuance 
of a license; 

Suspend or revoke a license; 
~,o.,::', __ . 

~~d~;;e~~n~~n~; or reinstate a license or 

Impose a civil fine. 
2930.2 

Grounds for suspensi 

2930.3 

or deny a license i o~, revocation, refusal to 
nc ude the following: 

(a) Failure of the licensee 
standards required by to meet 
Act or this chapter; ' or other 

(b) Refusal to allow th . 
facility When n e Dlrector access to the 
of this chapter~cessary to carry out the p 

(c) ll~llful submission . 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

( i) 

mlsleading informat~y the llcensee of false 
connection with an ~on ~0 t~e Director in 
related to licensingppp!olccadtlon for a license or 

e ures; 
Violation of .the Act th. 
laws or rules, or federa~slchapter, other Distri 
to the operation of the fac~r~tyor rules relating 

by the licensee. 
Failure of the li 
pursuant to this chensee to allow inspections 

c apter; 

Failure to compl . 
correct deficienY.Wlth the terms of a plan to 
other agreement ~t~~ submi~ted to the Director 

the D1rector; 

Failure ~f the license 
of the Dlrector pursua~tto obey any lawful order 

to this chapter· 
Conviction of the 1' , 
~he management or ol~ens7e of a felony involvin 

~!cfffteyc~ly relatedpt~a;~zni~!egarl~tacility or which 
, or Y of the 

S~spension, revocat' 
llcense of the 1' lon, or lapse of th 

lcensee. e veterinary 
Th D' e lrector may suspend 
of ~n.animal facility if~~ re~use to renew the li 
a ClVll fine imposed pur e llcensee has failed tcense 
Consumer d suant to the De o pay 
of 1985 gn Regulatory Affairs Ci '1 partment of 

, .c. Law 6-42, D.c. Code Vl Infractions Act 
§§ 6- 27 01 to 6-2723 

6646 

2931.3 

S£P 2 1988 

(1988 Repl. Vol.) within the time period required by 
the order of the Administrative Law Judge or required 
by Chapter 11 of Title 1 DCMR. 

NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION AND OPPORTUNITY FOR A HEARING 

The Director shall give an applicant for or holder of a 
license a notice of and opportunity for a hearing 
before the Director if the effect of the action would 
be one of the following: 

(a) To deny a license for a cause other than failure 
to pay the prescribed fee; 

(b) To refuse to renew a license tor a cause other 
than failure to pay the prescribed fee; 

(c) To suspend or revoke a license; or 

(d) To impose a civil fine. 

If the Director proposes taking an action of the type 
specified in § 293l.l(a), the Director shall give the 
respondent a written notice stating: 

(a) That the respondent has failed to satisfy the 
Director as to the respondent's qualifications to 
be approved for licensure; 

(b) The respect in which the respondent has failed to 
satisfy the Director; 

(c) That the denial will be come final unless the 
respondent files a request for a hearing with the 
Director within fifteen (15) days of the receipt 
of the notice; and 

(d) A description of the rights of the respondent at a 
hearing as specified in§ 2939.2. 

If the Director proposes taking an action of the type 
specified inS 293l.l(b), (c), or (d), the Director 
shall give written notice to the respondent stating: 

(a) That the Director has sufficient evidence, setting 
forth the nature of the evidence, which, if not 
explained, justifies taking the proposed action; 

(b) That the Director may take the proposed action, 
unless within (15) days of the receipt of the 
notice the respondent files with the Director a 
written request for a hearing or in the 
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District of Collllllbla Register Sfp t 

2 931. 4 

2 931. 5 

2 931. 6 

2 931. 7 

2931. 8 

2932 

2933 

2 93 3. I 

2 933.2 

2934 

2934.1 

alternative submits documentary evidence for the 
Director's consideration before the Director take:1 
final action; and 

(c) A description of the rights of the respondent at n 
hearing as specified in§ 2939.2. 

A notice given pursuant to § 2931.1 shall be in the 
form of charges and specifications. A notice given 
pursuant to S 2931.3 shall be in the form of a notice 
of intent to deny in letter format. 

If a respondent who was sent a notice of a proposed 
action pursuant to § 2931.1 does not mail or deliver. a 
request for a hearing withi~ th~ tima and .iu the manner 
required under that section, the Director may proceed 
with or without a hearing and may render a decision on 
the basis of evidence before the Director. 

If a respondent scheduled for a hearing does not appear 
for the hearing, and no continuance has been granted, 
the Director ~ay receive evidence and hear testimony 
and may render a decision on the basis of evidence 
before the Director. 

All decisions by the Director shall be supported .by 
reliable, probative, and substantial evidence. 

The Director shall inform the parties of an action 
taken under this section. 

RESERVED 

HEARING NOTICE PROCEDURES 

If a respondent requests a hearing, the Director shall, 
within twenty (20) days following receipt of the 
request, notify the respondent of the date, time, and 
place of the hearing. 

The Director shall hold the hearing not less than 
fifteen (15) days following the date of service of the 
notice, unless the Director and all of the parties 
agree to the holding of the hearing at an earlier date. 

SERVICE 

A notice, order, decision, or pleading required by this 
chapter to be served on a respondent shall be served on 
the respondent or representative designated by the 
respondent or by law to receive service of papers. If 
a respondent has appeared through counsel, service 
shall be made upon the counsel of record. 

6648 
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service on a respondent shall be dir:cted.to the last 
known address of the respondent on file with the . 
Director and shall be completed by one of the following 

methods: 

(a) By personal delivery to the respondent; 

(b) 

(c) 

{d) 

By delivery to the address of respondent, or 
respondent's counsel or agent, on file with.the 
Department, by leaving it at that addres~ With a 
person of suitable discretion at least s~xteen 
(16) years of age who is employed or resides at 
that address; 

By certified ~ail, return receipt requested; or 

If service is effected pursuant to an order of the 
Director, in the manner provided by that order. 

Proof of service, stating the name and address of the 
person on whom service is made and the manner a~d date 
of service, shall be shown by one of the following 

methods: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

If service was by personal delivery, the 
certificate of the server indicating that the 
document was accepted or refused; 

If service was by certified mail, the return 
receipt indicating that de~ivery was accepted, 
refused, or returned unclaimed; or 

If service was effected pursuant to an order of 
the Director, in the manner provided in that 
order. 

If service is by personal delivery, it shall be dee~ed 
to have been served on the date and at the time on the 
certificate of service indicating that the document was 
accepted or refused. 

If service is by certified r.1ail, it shall be deemed to 
have been served on the date and at the time shown on 
the return receipt that the document \las accepted, 
refused, or returned unclaimed. 

If service is pursuant to an order of the Director, it 
shall be dee~ed to have been served on a date and at a 
time as provided in that order. 
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2935 

293 5. l 

2935.2 

2935.3 

2935.4 

2936 

2937 

2 93 7. l 

2 93 7. 2 

2 93 7. 3 

REPRESENTATION 

A respondent may be represented only by an attorney "'' 
is an active member of the District of Columbia Bar, 
except that the Director may permit an attorney who , 
an active member of the bar of another jurisdiction 1 <~ 
the United States to represent a respondent in a 
particular case. 

If it appears to the Director that the issues or facl" 
in a matter before it are so complex that the 
interests of justice, saving time, or facilitating th· 
preparation of an adequate record would be served by 
the representation of a party by an attorney, the 
Director may urge, but not require, that the party 
obtain the services of an attorney and may allow that 
pa::ty u ;:c.::.:;Oil&blc pci:'iod vf L.iJUe wit:.hln \oJhich to do 
so. 

An attorney shall not participate in a representative 
capacity in any hearing conducted by the Director unli 1 
the attorney submits to the Director a signed statemenl 
containing the attorney's name, street address, 
telephone number, and bar number. 

An attorney authorized to appear pursuant to this 
section may sign any paper required or permitted by 
this chapter or the Act to be filed with the Director. 

RESERVED 

MOTIONS AND OTHER PLEADINGS 

Except by leave of the Director during a hearing, a 
party shall make an application for an order or other 
relief by filing a written motion. A motion shall 
state with particularity the grounds on which it is 
based and shall clearly set forth the order or relief 
sought. If a motion is supported by raemoranda, 
affidavits, or other papers, they shall be attached and 
served with the motion. 

A copy of each motion, response, opposition, reply, or 
other pleading filed with the Director shall be served 
on each party, and a certificate of service shall 
appear at the end of the pleading showing the date and 
raethod of service. 

A party may file a response or opposition to a ~otion 
within ten (10) days after service of the motion, but 
the Director, in the Director's discretion, r.1ay shorten 
or extend this time, with proper notice to parties. 
The response or opposition shall not include a motion 
for other affirmative relief against the moving party. 

6650 
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A reply to a response or opposition may be filed within 
three (3) business days after service of the response 
<>r opposition, but the reply shall not reargue 
propositions presented in the motion nor present 
matters which are not strictly in reply to the response 
or opposition. No further pleading m~y be filed except 
!Jy leave of the Director for extraord1nary cause. 

A motion or other pleading shall meet the follm1ing 
additional requirements: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

It shall be typewritten on business size eight and 
one-half by eleven inch (B-1/2" x 11") paper; 

It shall contain the name of the case and number 
of the case, it any; 

It shall be double-spaced, except footnotes and 
quotations, which may be single-spaced; 

It shall be signed by the party on whose behalf it 
is filed or by that party's counsel; and 

It shall be accompanied by three (3) copies. 

RESERVED 

CONDUCT OF HEARINGS 

A hearing before the Director under this chapter shall 
be open to the public. 

A respondent entitled to a hearing has the right: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

To be represented by an attorney in accordance 
with § 2935; 

To present all relevant evidence by means of 
witnesses and books, papers, and other evidence; 

To examine all opposing witnesses on any matter 
relevant to the issues; and 

To have subpoenas issued to compel the attendance 
of witnesses and the production of relevant books, 
papers, and other evidence, upon making a written 
request to the Director. 

In connection with any hearing held pursuant to this 
chapter, the Director has the power: 
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2949.5 

2939.6 

2939.7 
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(a) To administer oaths or affirmations to witnesses; 

(b) TO subpoena respondents and other witnesses and 
relevant books, papers, and documents: 

(cl To take testimony; 

(d) To examine witnesses; 

(~) Tn direct the continuance of any case: and 

In proceedings before the Director, if any person 
refuses to respond to a subpoena or refuses to take the 
oath or affirmation as a witness or thereafter refuses 
to be examined, or refuses to obeY any lawful order of 
the Director, the Director may make application to the 
Superior Court of the District of Columbia for an order 

requiring obedience thereto. 
In a proceeding resulting from the Director's intended 
action to denY a license, the respondent haS the burden 
of satisfying the Director of the respondent's 

qualifications. 
In a proceeding resulting from the Director's intended 
action to suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew a 
licenser the Director has the burden or proving that 

such action should be taken. 

The Director shall make a complete record of all 
evidence presented during the course of a hearing and 
shall furnish copy to a party to the proceedings upon 

payment of the prescribed fee• 

2939.8 

The Director may grant a motion for a continuance which 
sets forth good cause for the request. The Direct maY 
deny any motion for a continuance which is not filed 
least two (2) business days prior to the date of the 

2939.9 

2940 

2940.1 

hearing. 
After the hearing, and within time limits established 
by the Director, the parties may submit proposed 
findings of fact, conclusions of law, and order, and 
maY also submit memoranda of law on issues of law 

arising during the hearing· 

EVIDENCE AT THE HEARING 
All testimony at a hearing before the Director shall 

under oath or affirmation. 

ol Columbia Aec)lster S£P 2 1988 

If any part of the record . previously held before the'~.any other proceeding 
reco:d in any criminal .'~ector~ or part of the 
~earl~gs before any adm~~ic~vll.actlon, including 
ln evldence, a certif" s ratlve agency, is off "",''''"~'''Co'"',::~,'~"" oopy of'"'''''' ,;:;1 ~~t~:~i=~~her of the follo~~n~h~e~~r~e~;n~~ ~~hibit, 
(a) ~~e :eco~d is specified adlly ldentified, and in such manner as to be 

record agrees to s the person offerin 
required by the D.upply copies later or whegnthe 

1 rector; or 

:he~e i~ a stioulat· lncor~orated by ref~~~ that the. record may be 
that Incorporation. nee ana cut:: ::;i..--c~t.G!" 

The Director shall unduly repetitiou ex?lude irrelevant s ev1dence. ' 
immaterial, and 

T~e Director may 
o a party or on 

~ake official notice lts own motion of th at the reguest 
Th ' e following: 

(a) e law and rul United States esdof the District f C of th u ' an any state or o olumbia the 
e nited States; other jurisdi~tion 

(b) ~aterial facts in th Department or other e official files 
federal agency,· District of C 1 o~ the or o umb1a or 

(c) A fact wh· h · in . lc lS not sub. 
of ~~~~m~iai~rg?nerallyJ~~~w~ow~~~~~nable ?ispute 
determination bls capable of accurat the Dlstrict 
which cannot rey resort to sources t~ and ready asonably be quest· e accuracy of 

If the Director t 10ned, 
fact not a e . akes official not· 
party shallpb:rl~g in the evidence 1 ~~ ~~a material 
contrary at theghven.an opportunity t e record, a 
, 5) days after thearlng.or on motion o dshow.the e hear1ng. rna e w1thin five 

parties may b . Director ' y stlpulation . . . 
ved in~ ~~~e? on the facts 1~rW~ltlng f~led with 

timony tha~lng. The parties m~~ p~rtlon thereof 
ss.were presen~oul~hbe ~iven by a w~tso stipulate 
tlon, rna : e Dlrector . ness lf the 

matter cov~r:~q~lre additional ~v~~ the Director's y a stipulation. ence concerniny 
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2941 

2942 

2 94 2. 1 

2942.2 

2 942.3 

2942.4 

2943 

2944 

2944. 1 

RESERVED AT THE HEARING 

PARTIES AND COUNSEL 
coNDUCT OF . ·n decorum and 

. at a hearing shadl~h:a~~~:~tor may exclude 
All partles t all times, an . room any person 
good order a d from the hearlng he Director. 
or haV~ remove asonable order of t . 
violatlng anY re further participatlon 

ar counsel from 
The Direc~or ~~~ ~isruptive conduct• . 
in a hearlng __ .,... .. ;,..;oating U:' a !s: 

- been barred trow vu· ~th the heartny ... 
If counsel ha~irector may proceed.w~ts of the partles. 
hearing, the'th the due processd~l~rn the hearing to 
consistent Wl Director shall a JO barred an 
Otherwise, the hose counsel has bee~ion expeditiouslY· 
give the party w cure new representa 
opportunitY to se ticipating in a 

as been barred from pa~ay grantr 
Counsel who h k and the Dir~ctor h aring on such 
hearing may ~e~o'participate.tn theTh: Director shall 
reinstatem~n Director prescrlbe~· ation to delay the 
terms as.t e einstatement appllC 
not permlt a r 
proceedings. 

RESERVED 

DECISIONS . 'on in writing no. 
11 render a declSlfter the hearing lS 

The Director sha -five (45) days a 
later than forty 
completed· to a respondent 

the Director adverse 

2944.2 A decision ~f the following: 
shall contaln 

2944.3 

2944.4 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Findings of fact; 

Conclusions of law; 

•n order; and t 11 
n dthetimewitll 

t of appeal rights an . d to be mad"• 
(d) A statemen 1 revieW is requlre 

which such appea thi> 
he respondent, or 

hall serve upon t of a writton 
The Direct~r ~ounsel of record, a co~Ydecision is 
respondent.s . (10) days after 
decision wlthln ten 
rendered. 

Director's disc~etionr may 
The Direct~r, ~npp;~~ or reconsideratlon. 
order pend1ng 

lllslllct of Columllla "'DDster 

RESERVED 

RECONSIDERATION 

A party may petition for reconsideration within ten 
(10) days after service of an order. 

SEP 2 1988 

Neither the filing nor the granting of a petition shall 
operate as a stay of a decision unless specifically 
ordered by the Director. 

A petition shall state briefly and specifically the 
following: 

(a) The matters of record or points of law alleged to 
have been erroneously decided or overlooked; 

(b) The grounds relied upon; and 

(c) The relief sought. 

If a petition is based in whole or in part on new 
mat~er, the matter shall be set forth in an affidavit, 
containing a statement that the petitioner could not 
with due diligence have known or have discovered the 
new matter prior to the hearing before the Director. 

The Director, in its discretion, may permit or require 
oral argument upon a petition before the Director. 

The Director shall grant or deny a petition within 
sixty (60) days after the filing of the petition. 
Failure by the Director to act within that period shall 
constitute a denial of the petition. 

JUDICIAL REVIEW; RECORD ON APPEAL 

A party aggrieved by a final decision of the Director 
may seek review of the decision by the District of 
Columbia Court of Appeals in accordance with the 
District of Columbia Administrative Procedure Act, D.C. 
Code§§ l-1501 to 1-1511 (1987 Rep!. Vol.). 

The Director shall compile and index the originals or 
copies of all documents pertinent to the appeal, 
including the following: 

(a) A copy of the decision from which an appeal is 
taken; 

All documents relied on by the Director, including 
any relevant documents timely submitted to the 
Director by the respondent or by other parties to 
the hearing; and 
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294 7. 3 

294 7. 4 

2947. 5 

(c) A transcript or summary of all testimony given or 
statements made during the course of any hearings, 
conferences, or investigations concerning the 
matter in dispute conducted by the Director prior 
to the filing of the notice of appeal. 

The Director shall provide all parties to the appeal a 
copy of the Director's index of the record on appeal. 

The record may be shortened or summarized if, with 
permission of the court, all parties to the review 
proceedings so agree. 

The documents transmitteo pu<Z~~~t to this section, and 
any supplements thereto, shall be available tor 
inspection by the parties at a location designated by 
the Director. 

2948-2954 RESERVED 

2955 

2955.1 

2999 

2999. 1 

COMPUTATION OF TIME 

In computing any period of time specified in this 
chapter, the day of the act, event, or default shall 
not be counted, and the last day of the period shall bo 
counted unless it is not a business day, in which event 
the time period shall continue until the next day that 
is a business day. 

DEFINITIONS 

As used in this chapter, the follo~ing terms have the 
meanings ascribed; · 

Act - the District of Columbia Board of Veterinary Practice Act. 
of 1982, D.C. Law 4-171, D.c. Code§§ 2-2701 to 2-2737 (198U 
Repl. Vol. l. 

Animal facility - fixed or mobile establishment, veterinary 
hospital, animal hospital, or premises wherein the practice ot 
veterinary medicine or any part thereof is performed, includiti<J 
mobile clinic. 

Board - the District of Columbia Board of Veterinary Examinor~ 
for the District of Columbia, established by the Act. 

Director - the Director of the Department of Consumer and 
Regulatory Affairs, or the Director's designee. 

License - a license to operate an animal facility under: thiM 
chapter. 

6656 
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Licensee - a person 

holding a license. 
Mobile clinic - an 

rinary mecticine~mbulatory facility d 
use in the Practice of 

rinarian - a person . 
the Act and a llcensed to Pract· 

ccordance w'th lee veter· 
1 Chapter 28 of T'lnary medicine 

ltle 17 DCNR. 
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