
Jan-;15-04 OZ :37pm From-

Thursda.y,Januazy 15,2004 

The Hon. Geoffrey Griffis, Chairman 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th Stteet, NW 
Washington, DC 2000' 

T-848 P.OZ/03 F-396 

RE: Support for Appellants in Appeal #17092 (Wagrime, 1412 Q Street NW) 

Dear Chaitman Griffis and Members of the Board: 

The purpose of my letter is to request your support in revoking the inappropriately issued 
Certificate of Occupancy fru: Wagtime Dog Kennel located at 1412 Q Stree·c NW and to 
make you aware of the diminishment in my quality of life since Wagtime I<E~nnel opened on 
the block where I live last July. 

Shating yow: home with a. dog kennel is much ln().te than I bargained for when I pw:chased 
my ho:me on the 1400 block of Q Street, NW. Since Wagtime has opened, ·the tree box in 
front of my house, which I paid over $400 to haov·c a brick border professionally installed and 
for which I have spent coundess dollars and how:s eating is now a. litter box overllowing 
with dog feces. There was an occasional problem with dog owners not properly disposing 
of their dog feces before Wagtime Kennel opened last July, but the problem. is now out of 
control City officials have repeatedly told me trult this is an enforcement pl:oblem., which it 
may indeed be. However, after numerous ca.lls to the DC Metropolitan Police Department•s 
non-emergency line to report dog walkers from Wagtime who ue not propf:rly diSposing of 
the feces from the dogs they are walking, I can assure you that no action has been ~ by 
the DC Police and that they have no interest in enforcing the City's t:egularions related to 
dog waste and litter. In fact, I have been harshly lectW:ed on more than on.e occasion for 
''wasting" the valuable rime o£ the DC Metropolitan Police Department by 1:eporring such 
violations. I have now sur.rendered the ttee box in :front of my house to Wagtinle Kennel 
and the dogs it "manages" and the tr:ee box cw:::re:nrly 1'Ulllleth pver with fecf:s from the dogs 
Wagcime Kennel hoards. 

Secondly, the barking from. the dogs boarded at Wagrime Kennel is at times maddening! 
How the poor employees stand the noise is beyond me. I can no longe.r use the alley behind 
my house to xeach my gym or d.ty cleaners due to the dog barking noise and the waste wate: 

run off from Wa.gtime Kennel> which is hosed directly into the 'alley and driins westward 
towards 15th Street, NW. The stench o£ dog urine and feceS is -over powerirlg and disgusting 
and I believe it presents numerous health concerns. As a. responsible adult, I avoid 
UJlilecessa.ty risks. Therefore, I can no longet: use the a.lley behind my home except to access 
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my parking spaces and to put my garbage cans O\.l.t for collection due to Wagtime Kennel~s 
noise and waste management "pttctices/~ 

HoweveJ:, these are not the most dangeJ:ous risks associated with Wagtime Kennel and ,ne 
alley behind m.y home. Of greatest concem, the alley behind my home has become 
Wagtime•s ad hoc dog run. I am now regula:dy gxeeted with dog feces when I exit my car 
afteJ: paxking behind my home in the parking spaces that I own. I have beet!. frightened by 
off-leash dogs from Wagtin1e that run up to "greet" me when I exit my car c•r the gate from 
my yard .into the alley. This can be quite frightening especially when the dog is a large one. I 
ha.ve also been repeatedly barked and growled at by off-leash dogs from Wagtime in the alley 
while the "responsible~~ employee looks on. When I ha.V'e reported such behavior to the DC 
Metropolitan Police Department~ 1 have been told that there is nothing that they can do. 
Because of this unbelievably irresponsible behavior, I have put Wagrime. theit landlord, and 
their Counsel on notice. Should I ever be attacked or bitten by a dog being !boarded at 
Wagti.me Kennel, I will not rest until! have exhausted every legal remedy available to me 
under the laws of the District of Columbia. I view this behavior as criminal. 

Why should a law-abiding, taX paying citizen of the District of Columbia have to live this 
way? I belie"Ve the zoning code is designed to p.totect citizens like myself frc:>m being co­
located with .incompatible businesses OJ: opetarions. This is why I believe th:at the zon.ing 
code ne-ver intended for dog kenuels to be located nexr to residences. 

I will not even get into the double parking on Q Street ofWagtim.e custome:cs and the traffic 
jams they cause, the Wagtime I<ennel vehicle with <'Wa.gWne" vanity license plates issued in 
Vil:ginia that is perpetually parked illegally on our block, and the inappropriateness of a dog 
kennel being placed .in a :row house on a residential block. I invite each ofy1:>u to visit 
Wagtime Kennel and make your own detennination as to the City's inapp:rOJ?riate 
application of the zoning regulation to this type ()f business. 

I hope that you will deny Wagrime Kennel's dog boarding use. While I have: not been 
itnptesscd with the ownets and stafrs interest in being a good neighbor, I do not take· issue 
with Wagrime Kennel's operation as a .tetail pet supply store or the dog gtoc•ming 
operations. Wagtime Kennel~s boarding and kennel use on a .residential blo':k is 
incompatible with its sw::roundings and unfair to its neighbors and its Cerrificate of 
Occupancy must be revoked due to its imptoper issuance. 1 hope tha.t you will agree and 
act accordingly. 

Sincerely, 

W~ A. Collins, . 
1450 Q Street NW 
WaslUngron. DC 20 9 
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To: Board of Zoning Appeals Fax: 202.727.6072 

From: Al Collins Date: 01/lS/2004 

Re: BZA appeal number 17092 Pages: 3 

CC: 

Cl Urgent xForReview CJ Please Comment 0 Please Reply 

• • • • • • • 
Please dBnibute to Chairman Griffis and Members of the Board. 

Thank you, 
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