
AFFIDAVIT OF DOUGLAS E EVEYLN 

Subm1tted m Support of the Request of 
The George Washmgton Umvers1ty for 

A Curb Cut for the GW Museum 

I am Douglas E Evelyn and I am prov1dmg th1s affidavit With respect to the loadmg 
requirements for the proposed GW Museum, mcludmg the relocated Text1le 
Museum 

1 I, have 45 years of museum expeneiice, mcludmg 36 years as a Sm1thson1an 
Inst1tut1on museum operations officer and over 20 years as a peer rev1ewer 
for the Amen can Assoc1at1on of Museums ("AAM")' accred1tat1on program I 
am therefor qualified as an expert m museum operations 

2 State of the art museum construction today requ1res d1rect vehicular access 
to mtenor art loadmg and processmg fac1llt1es Th1s approach 1s particularly 
Important for the planned GW Museum for the followmg reasons 

• The Text1le Museum's collect1ons mclude highly valuable, frag1le and rare 
artworks requ1nng the utmost care and protection The GW Museum w111 also 
be exh1b1tmg collections from the Albert_H Small Washmgton1ana Collection 
as well as other GW collections that will mclude valuable and frag1le works 
Fmally, the GW Museum Will also seek to borrow art work from around the 
world and such loans will requ1re the highest standards of protection 

• Lenders and sound museum pract1ce dictate that art dellvenes be made m 
!)rotected cond1t1ons With highest standards of handlmg, secunty, safety 
from the elements; and environmental stab1hty Door to door delivery w1th 
mm1mum exposure to nsk and excess1ve handlmg IS essential and the only 
w1dely acceptable solut1on 

• These standards apply both to rece1vmg dellvenes and packmg veh1cles for 
out-shipments Protected cond1t1ons and effic1ency of handling are 
paramount concerns 

• That the GW Museum's Conservation fac1l1t1es w1ll be located m V1rgm1a but 
support the Museum's operatiOn downtown w1ll requ1re that carefully 
preserved and prepared collect1ons be moved between the fac1llt1es to be 
presented to the public m exh1b1t1ons and programs These rare and 
SensitiVe Items need tO be systematiCally protected door tO door when 
movmg between the two fac1l1t1es 

• All borrowers complete a'standard AAM fac1llty report wh1ch 1s used by maJOr 
lenders to dec1de whether to loan Havmg to report lack of direct access to 
controlled mtenor loadmg would lead to demal of Important loans 
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• Inability to borrow highly sens1t1ve 1tems because of the lack of d1rect access 
would adversely 1mpact the quality of scholarly and popular exh1b1t1ons and 
prevent the Museum from ach1evmg 1ts h1ghest educational goals 

• As a teachmg museum used by GW's nationally leadmg museum stud1es 
program the facility should exh1b1t the highest professional standards m 1ts 
des1gn and operat1on 

3 Havmg the d1rect access/mtenor loadmg fac11ity Will ass1st the Museum m 
ach1evmg AAM accred1tat1on -- a highly s1gn1ficant profess1onal goal 

• Alternative approaches such as curb loadmg pose unacceptable nsk to 
collections and 1neffic1enc1es m staff handling and should be avo1ded 

• G1ven the sens1t1v1ty of the rare and frag1le artworks expected by the 
Museum, unnecessary JOitmg as would be requ1red by a partial or modified 
curb cut 1s highly madv1sable 

In conclusion, the GW Museum loadmg fac11ity and access should be of the highest 
standard bemg des1gned today It w1ll be a leadmg teachmg museum housmg the 
world-renowned collect1ons and programs of the Text1le Museum and prov1dmg 
valuable programmmg to 1ts commun1ty and the nat1on For the long term success 
of the Museum I strongly urge that the d1rect access mtenor loadmg approach be 
provided , 
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