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The George Washmgton Umvers1ty Museum ("GW Museum") 
Supplemental Pre-Hearmg Statement of the Umvers1tv 
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Dear Chairman Hood and Members of the CommissiOn 

Pursuant to 11 DCMR SectiOn 3013 8, The George Waslungton Umvers1ty 
("UmversJty") hereby files Its supplemental pre-heanng statement for the above-referenced case 

BackgroUIId 

The property that IS the subject of this applicatiOn IS located m the southwest corner of 
Square 102 ("Property") The Property consists of approximately 13,811 square feet of land 
area, and 1s located m the R-5-D Zone DistriCt The Property IS part of the UruversJty's 2007 
Foggy Bottom Campus Plan, whiCh was approved by the Zomng Commtsswn m Order No 06-
11 I 06-12 In conjunctiOn With the approval of the Campus Plan, the CommiSSIOn also approved 
a first-stage PUD, which Identified 16 development Sites on the Campus for futJrre Improvements 
(together, "Campus Plan I PUD") The Property was designated as a future development s1te for 
academic I admimstrative I medical use 

On November 2, 2011, the Uruvers1ty filed an applicatiOn for second-stage approval of a 
PUD m order to permit the constructiOn of the GW Musemn on the Property The GW Musemn 

Will be located at the comer of 21 ' 1 and G Streets, m an mfill bmldmg to be constructed on the 

Property along 21 51 Street as well as m the Woodhull House, which IS a landmark listed m the 
DC Inventory of Histone Sites and the NatiOnal Register of Histone Places ("Project") Smce -I 
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the fihng of the tmtml pre-hearmg statement, the Umverstty has contmued to refine the destgn 
and operatton of the ProJect m response to comments from the Comrntsston, Office of Planmng 
("OP"), the Htstonc Preservatton Revtew Board ("HPRB"), the Htstonc Preservation Office 
("HPO"), the Dtstnct Department of TransportatiOn ("DDOT''), Advtsory Netghborhood 
Comrntsston ("ANC") 2A, and comrnumty representatives, mcludmg the West End Ctttzens 
Assoctatton ("WECA") The addtttonal changes are dtscussed below 

Loadmg Access 

As detatled m a TransportatiOn Assessment prepared by the Applicant's transportatiOn 
consultant, the ProJect wtll have a neghgtble adverse tmpact on the surroundmg transportatton 
network See Exhtbtt A 

As a part of the proJect destgn, the Umverstty proposes a new curb cut on 21'1 Street NW 
between G Street NW and H Street NW Thts curb cut ts needed to enable mtenor loadmg that ts 
generally a requtrement for new museum constructton and ts cnttcally tmportant for the 
proposed facthty, whtch wtll house fragtle arttfacts As detatled m an affidavtt prepared by the 
Umverstty's expert on museum uses and attached as Exhtbtt 8, the lack of an mtenor loadmg 
facthty would adversely tmpact the abthty of the Museum to secure loans of certam exhtbtttons 
and arttfacts and could also pose an unacceptable nsk to the Texttle Museum and 
Washmgtomana exhtbtts as well as other GW collecttons 

• Industry-accepted standards of care for state-of-the-art museum constructton 
requtre an mtenor Ioadmg facthty for the care and protection of artifacts In 
general, mtenor facthttes are needed to rmmmtze obJect handhng, protect objects 
from exposure to the elements, and maxtmtze secunty Here, the fragtle content of 
the arttfacts that wtll be dtsplayed m the Museum reqmres an mtenor loadmg facthty 
The pnmary content of the Museum ts assoctated wtth the Texttle Museum and wtll 
largely constst oftexttles and related arttfacts (often of great ranty and fragthty) that 
are chmate senstttve and requtre constant protectton and careful handhng Stmtlarly, 
the documents and arttfacts assoctated wtth the Washmgtomana collectton wtll 
reqmre careful handlmg 

• The storage and conservatiOn plan for the Museum regmres an mtenor loadmg 
factbty The Museum lacks on-stte space for storage and conservatton acttvtttes 
because of tts downtown locatton Thts acttvtty wtll take place at a new resource 
center at the Umverstty's Vtrgtma Sctence and Technology Catnpus ("VTSC") m 
Loudoun County, VA Whtle the VTSC wtll provtde an opportunity to coordmate 
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and consolidate delivenes to the Foggy Bottom locatiOn m smaller vehicles, 1t Will 
also requrre routme tnps between the VTSC and Foggy Bottom campus for obJect 
movement, exhtb1tlon mwntenance, and similar activities 

In short, the active care and management of the Museum's collections both on-s1te and between 
the Museum and VTSC reqmre an mtenor loadmg berth 

Use of the curb cut will be lim1ted The Uruvers1ty anticipates that the 14-foot-Wlde curb 
cut Will be utilized, on average, three days per week for obJect movement and delivenes 
(Generally, only one delivery per day 1s expected, but dunng set-up or tear-down of exhibits, 
multiple delivenes could occur per day) To respond to DDOT's concerns, the Umvers1ty has 
agreed to further reduce loadmg dock use by establishing a curbside loadmg zone for serv1ce and 
delivery actlVlty that does not need to take place m the loading dock, such as trash/recycling, 
catenng, and special events The Umvers1ty has also agreed to establish a curbside drop-off and 
p1ck-up zone for VISitors to the Museum See Exhibit A, F1gure 3 

As the Umvers1ty demonstrated m Exh1b1t H of 1ts 1mt1al PUD applicatiOn, a new curb 
cut on 21 '1 Street 1s JUStified m part by the lack of an ex1stmg public or pnvate alley system m 
Square 102, a s1gruficant factor m assessmg the appropnateness of a curb cut under DDOT's 
policy 1 The mtenor of the square contlllns a large pedestnan-onented network of pathways and 
open space known as the Uruvers1ty Yard The Umvers1ty's traffic consultant concluded that the 
creatiOn of a new alley system m Square I 02 would confl1ct With ex1stmg uses and create 
s1gruficant pedestnan safety 1ssues m the Yard, wh1ch serves as a maJor pedestnan walkway, a 
special events location, a key accessible route to adJacent bmldmgs, and an active and pass1ve 
recreatwnal area 

The design of the curb cut and loadmg area Will not be obJectionable The loadmg area 1s 
deep enough to fully accommodate the delivery veh1cle and allow the door to close (mdeed, by 
necess1ty the door must be closed for the reasons descnbed above) The door at the loadmg dock 
w1ll be faced With stone or other appropnate matenal and slide mto a pocket m the fa~ade Its 

Under DDOT's Design and Engmeermg Manual, new curb cuts are permitted from property With no 
existmg alley access, proVIded the applicant demonstrates that the creatiOn of potential new alley access would be m 
confltct wtth extstmg land uses and ts not supported by the gmdelmes m the Comprehenstve Plan DDOT Destgn 
and Engmeermg Manual, Sectton 31 2 3 I Dtstrtct of Columbta law, regulatton, or other DDOT standards and 
gutdeiines do not otherwtse requrre that the applicant demonstrate a "need" for the curb cut based on tts spectfic use 
of the property Notwtthstandmg thts fact, the Umverstty has addressed why the proposed use of the Property as a 
museum requrres access to an mtenor loadmg berth and has proposed addtttonal operatiOnal and phystcal destgn 
measures to ensure pedestrtan and vehtcular safety ZONING COMMISSION
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design, which will d1sgmse the loadmg dock, was developed m consultatiOn With the HPO and 

approved by the HPRB The curb cut will not elimmate any ex1stmg street trees 

Furthermore, as requested by DDOT, the Uruvers1ty analyzed the potential Impact of the 
curb cut on the safety of the transportation network and, as discussed m Exhibit A (p 5-6), 

agreed to provide a number of s1gruficant mitigatiOn measures to ensure that the proposed curb 
cut Will not adversely Impact the vehicular and pedestrian network They mclude 

• Tramed traffic control personnel to duect vans and trucks mto the loadmg berth and 
mm1m1ze pedestrian Impacts, 

• Peak hour restrictiOns on the Museum's use of the curb cut (7 AM to 9 AM and 4 PM 
to 7 PM) m order to rmrum1ze Impact on other vehicular traffic, 

• LimitatiOns of the size of vehicles usmg the curb cut (no larger than 24 feet), and 

• Restnctwns on the use of the curb cut for artifact and exhibit loadmg only (1 e not to 
be used for trash/recycling, catenng for special events, or commercial delivery 
services such as UPS or FedEx) 

The Uruversity evaluated a senes of design alternatives to the proposed curb cut, but concluded 
that other design alternatives such as a mountable curb or portable ramp are not necessary to 
address concerns regardmg potential pedestrian Impacts and would therefore Impose an 
mmecessary burden on bmldmg and delivery operatiOn NotWithstandmg this fact, the 
Umvers1ty IS WJilmg to mstall a mountable curb, should the Public Space Committee conclude 
that such a design feature IS necessary to_d1scourage non-authonzed vehiCles from usmg the curb 
cut for passenger drop-off activity The Umvers1ty IS also Willing to conduct a morutonng study 
dunng the first tluee to six months of operatiOn that Will fully assess the effectiveness of these 

design and operatiOnal measures m protectmg pedestrian safety Durmg this study, GW and 
DDOT Will be able to assess the Impact of the proposed design and, If necessary, consideratiOn 
could be given after the study to mstall additional remedial measures ( e g , bollards or other 
design featiires) that might be reqmred to m1mm1ze unauthonzed use of the curb cut 

For all of the above reasons, the proposed curb cut Will further the operatiOnal and 
management needs of the Uruvers1ty Without posmg an adverse nsk to vehicular and pedestnan 

traffic 
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Updated Plans and Treatment of Woodhull House 

The Uruvers1ty's des1gn team has contmued to refine the bmldmg des1gn to address 
comments from the HPO and HPRB' The drawmgs attached as Exh1b1t C were rev1ewed at the 
February 23, 2012 HPRB meetmg At that time the HPRB approved 1ts Staff Report and 
RecommendatiOn that the HPRB "determme the rev1sed concept to be consistent With the 
purposes of the preservatiOn act, and to delegate final approval to the staff" Cop1es of the 
HPRB Staff Report and RecommendatiOn and the record of HPRB's approval thereof are 
attached as Exhibit D 

The drawmgs attached as Exh1b1t C no longer dep1ct a pamted Woodhull House Smce 
setdown, the Uruvers1ty and the proJect architects have contmued to discuss the appropnate 
extenor restoratiOn treatment of Woodhull House With HPO HPO has commumcated to the 
UruversJty that repamtmg of Woodhull House may be reqmred as a component of the restoratiOn 
of the landmark, but only 1f Woodhull House was ongmally pamted Further research 1s bemg 
undertaken by the arclutects to confirm whether Woodhull House was ongmally pamted The 
Uruvers1ty Will contmue to work w1th HPO to address the final treatment of Woodhull House 
pnor to the Issuance of the bmldmg perrmt 

Commumty Outreach 

The Umvers1ty presented th1s proJeCt to the AdVIsory Committee m August 2011 and to 
ANC 2A m July 2011 and agam m October 2011 and January 2012 The Umvers1ty Will make a 
final presentatiOn to ANC 2A on March 21, 2012 

The Umvers1ty has also met With representatives of the West End Citizens AssociatiOn to 
discuss WECA's comments and concerns regardmg loadmg actiVIty In response to WECA's 
concerns, the Uruvers1ty has agreed to restrict the use of the loadmg dock so 1t 1s not used from 4 
PM to 7 PM Any dehvenes dunng th1s time penod Will use the curbs1de loadmg zone and Will 
not mterfere With through traffic along 21 '1 Street NW 

Witness Ltst, Proposed Testtmony, and Time Estimate for Presentation 

We look forward to presentmg th1s case to the CommJsswn The Uruvers1ty will prov1de 
three Witnesses to testify on 1ts behalf a representative of the Uruvers1ty, the proJect architect, 
and the traffic consultant The Uruvers1ty Will call two of 1ts three Witnesses, Lee Becker of 
Hartman-Cox Arclutects and Jam1 Milanovich of Wells & Assocmtes, as experts m theu 
respective fields Mr Becker Will be called as an expert m the field of arclutectllfe and Ms 
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Mlianov1ch Will be called as an expert m the field of transportatiOn engmeenng Resumes for 
these Witnesses are mcluded as Exhibit E The UmvefSlty ant1c1pates at th1s time that 1ts 
presentatiOn Will reqmre up to 60 mmutes 

ConclusiOn 

The Umvers1ty looks forward to presentmg the matenal at the pubhc heanng scheduled 
for Apnl5, 2012 If you have any questwns regardmg th1s apphcatwn, please feel free to contact 
Maureen at 202-721-1101 or Dav1d at 202-721-1137 

DA/da 
Enclosures 

cc Charles Barber 
Ahc1aKmght 

Smcerely, 

v~~ 
Dav1d Av1tablie 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

On March 15,2012, I caused a copy of the foregomg letter and enclosure to be delivered 

by electroruc, hand or by U S Ma1l to the followmg 

J enrufer Stemgasser 
Deputy Duector, Development Rev1ew and 
H1stonc PreservatiOn 
DC Office ofPiarmmg 
II 00 4th Street, SW, Smte E650 
Washmgton, DC 20024 

Adv1sory Neighborhood Comm1sswn 2A 
West End Branch Library 
11 0 I 24th Street, NW 
Washmgton, DC 20037 

West End C1t1zens Assocmtwn 
c/o Barbara Kahlow 
800 25th Street, NW #704 
Waslungton, DC 20037 

DCDOCS\7061003 2 

Jeff J enrungs 
Pohcy and Planrung 
D1stnct Department of TransportatiOn 
55 M Street SE, 5th Floor 
Washmgton, DC 20009 

L Asher Corson 
President, Foggy Bottom Assoc1at10n 
955 26th Street, NW, Apt 709 
Waslungton, DC 20037 
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Dav1d Avitabile 
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