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The Public Hearing of Case No. 18-02 by the
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p.m in the Jerrily R. Kress Memorial Hearing Room at 441
4th Street, N.W, Washington, D.C , 20001, Anthony J.
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6:48 p.m
CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ckay, |'Il read this statenent as
well. This is a rule-naking. Hol d on one second. kay,

good evening, |adies and gentlenen. This is a public hearing
of the Zoning Comm ssion for the District of Colunbia.

Today's date is April the 12th, 2018. M nane is
Ant hony Hood. W are located in the Jerrily R Kress
menori al hearing room

Joining ne are Vice Chair MIller, Conm ssioner
Shapi ro, and Conm ssioner Turnbull. W're also joined by the
O fice of Zoning staff, M. Hanousek, and well as the Ofice
of Pl anning, Ms. Steingasser and M. Mordfin.

This proceeding is being recorded by a court
reporter and is also web cast |Iive. Notice of today's
heari ng was published in the DC Regi ster and copi es of that
announcenent are to ny left on the wall near the door.

The hearing will be conducted in accordance with
provisions of 11 Z DCVR Chapter 5 as follows, prelimnary
matters, presentation by the petitioner, reports of the other
governnent agencies, a report of the Ofice of Planning as
well, report of the ANC, organizations and persons in
support, or gani zati ons and per sons in opposi tion,
organi zati ons and persons who are undecl ar ed.

The following time constraints will be naintained
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in this neeting. The petitioner has 60 mnutes. | think we
can do this in five or less, organizations five mnutes,
I ndi vidual s three m nutes.

The staff will be avail abl e t hroughout the heari ng
to discuss procedural questions. Please turn off all
el ectroni c devi ces.

At this tinme, the Commssion wIll consider
prelimnary matters. Does the staff have any prelimnary
matters?

MS. HANOUSEK: No, sir.

CHAI RMAN HOQOD: For the record, is there anyone
here who is in opposition of this anmendnent, text anmendnent?
kay, we'll turn it over to you, M. Batties. | think the
record is conplete. W don't need a 15-m nute presentation.

M5. BATTIES: Leila Batties with the [aw firm of
Hol | and & Kni ght on behal f of the applicant, MR 1700 Col unbi a
Retail, LLC, an affiliate of Monunent Realty.

Monument seeks the Zoning Conmm ssion's approval
of amendnments to certain provisions of the MJ zoned districts
that would permt veterinary hospitals and veterinary
boar di ng hospitals in mxed use buil dings.

The proposed text anendnents are strai ghtforward
and mrror very closely those that the Zoning Conm ssion
approved for dog daycare centers in Zoning Commr ssion case

14-10.
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Like in that case, the basis for the proposed
change is basically that the zoning regul ati ons pertaining
to veterinary hospitals don't reflect the current and future
devel opnent patterns, denographics, and demand for ani mal
care services in the District.

Only one ANC as you know, 3D, filed a report on
this application. The applicant accepts the reconmendati on
of the ANC 3D. O course as a property owner, the applicant
has every incentive to mtigate i npacts fromthe ground fl oor
retailer services, especially as it relates to the residents
that live in that building.

And so with that - or in any m xed use buil di ng.
And with that, | will turn the floor over to Josh d sen who
is the Executive Vice President with Monunent Realty.

MR, OLSEN. Thank you. As Leila indicated, |I'm
wi th Monunent Realty. W' re a DC- based owner and devel oper
of real estate. The firm s been around for 20 years. |'ve
been there for 15 years. W've done about six mllion square
feet of office space, 4,500 residential units.

And | 'mreally just here to confirmthe i nportance
of pets anpbngst our residential tenants and therefore, the
i nportance of veterinary clinics to those tenants as well,
so I'll just give you a few brief figures.

What we're seeing right now anongst our tenants

i n apartnment buildings and owners in condo buil di ngs, about
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6

40 percent of the residents have pets, and this is about
tw ce what we saw even five years ago, so there's a |ot of
pet ownership, an increasing anount of pet ownership.

And | ooking nationally, | think that we may only
be at the beginning of this trend in DC. So for instance in
LA, there was a survey done recently that concluded that 70
percent of apartnent renters had pets. The Washi ngton Post
In 2016 cited a national survey that found that especially
anongst younger people, people in their 30s, 75 percent of
t he peopl e had pets.

So we've got increasing pet ownership, and
obviously if you have i ncreasi ng pet ownership, we need nore
veterinarians to take care of the pets, and that's where DC
is falling behind.

So DC has one veterinary hospital for 27,000
househol ds. You can conpare that to other cities. So for
i nstance, San Diego has one veterinary hospital for 3,600
househol ds. Seattle has one veterinary hospital for about
4,200 households. Again, DCis one per 27, 000.

So we have an increasi ng nunber of pets. W don't have
very many veterinary clinics and one reason is we're buil ding
all these m xed use buil dings, apartnents above retail, and
the way the zoning reads right now, it's difficult to
actually have a veterinary clinic in that sort of m xed use

Zone.
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The other thing | would add with respect to
veterinary clinics, they're actually great retail from an
owner or devel oper's perspective. Everyone's heard of the
probl ens that retail has right nowwith the internet and with
peopl e shopping online. Veterinary clinics are one of the

uses that are i nmune to that.

You're not going to get your dog's toenails
clipped online. You're not going to get their vaccines
updated online. You're still going to have to go to a bricks
and nortar | ocation, so veterinary clinics make good retail.

So in sum we all know that DC s population in
general has been increasing. Pet ownership is increasing,
so you real ly have an exponential rate of growh here anongst
pets with ownership and pet ownership or wth residency
popul ati on and pet ownership increasing. So the sooner that
we can get nore veterinary clinics to catch up with the
demand, the better. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Thank you. Any questions up here?
| do have one. Are you famliar with Lance London who -
what's the nanme of his restaurant, Lance London? Wat's the
nanme of his restaurant? | know you know his restaurant off
Rhode |sland Avenue Row and he has another one out in
Landover.

MS. BATTIES: ©Oh, the Carolina Kitchen

CHAI RMAN  HOQOD: Carolina Kitchen. Are you
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famliar with Lance London?

MR, OLSEN: | am not, no.

CHAl RVAN HOOD: Okay, so you'll be hearing - you
heard it fromne first. You'll be hearing about hi mwhen you
tal k about pets real soon, about dogs and sone of the things
t hat he's doing.

Sonme of it actually is online, and that's not
getting your nails clipped or anything |i ke that or groom ng,
but there's sonme things that he's getting ready to, and | was
j ust wondering has that got out there? Hopefully |I haven't
put his stuff out there yet, but anyway. Any other questions
up here? Vice Chair Mller?

VICE CHAIR M LLER: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Yeah, |'mvery supportive of this text amendnent, and | think
we've seen the BZA cases that, and just the type of
devel opnment that's happening that calls for the need for
this.

And | would just note that it was interesting.

The map that was provided in your exhibit of the | ocation of

exi sting vet hospitals inrelationto the MJzones, | noticed
that Iike a |lot of uses, unfortunately, East of the river,
t hey have a paucity. | think they have naybe just one, nmaybe

just one right over the East.
So to the extent - | don't knowif that's because

they're not mxed use zones, but to the extent you're
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I nvol ved with devel opnent of East of the river, | can see
that there's a need there for this kind of retail and m xed
use devel opnents that are happening east of the river. I
don't knowif they're in the MJzones. | can't renenber now,
but thank you for bringing this forward.

CHAI RVAN HOOD:  Conmi ssi oner Shapiro?

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO Thank you, M. Chair. Just
a quick question and it's along the lines of Vice Chair
Mller. So the reason why you picked this zone is because
It essentially mrrors the decision that was done around
boardi ng? |Is that why?

M5. BATTIES: Correct.

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO kay, so, because |
conpl etely recogni ze the need, but I'mwondering if this does
enough?

MS. BATTI ES: Well, M. Mrdfin is kind of the
zoning czar when it cones to the ani mal case uses. You know,
arguably when we did it for the dog daycare centers, we
probably shoul d have | ooked at all of the animl care uses
in the mxed use buildings at that tinme, but it just, it
wasn't before us, and that was tied to a very specific
property and case when we did that anendnent.

In this case, we're not tying this request to any
speci fic property. Mnunent has several buil di ngs t hroughout

the city, so.
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10
COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO Thank you.

M5. BATTIES: And | eases pendi ng.

COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO Al right, thank you.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ckay, any ot her questions? Ckay,
let's go to the Ofice of Planning. M. Mrdfin?

MR, MORDFIN:  Good evening, Chair and nenbers of
the Conm ssi on. The Ofice of Planning supports this
application as filed and as revised by the applicant, and
reconmends that the Comm ssion approve it, and is avail able
for any questions. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: So M. Mordfin, we have questions
NOW. W know that you'll be the person dealing wth
veterinarians and with animals. W didn't know that, so we
| earn sonet hi ng new every tine we cone down here.

Do we got any questions for M. Mrdfin? kay,
do you have any questions of M. Mrdfin?

MS. BATTIES: No.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Okay, all right, let's see. The
ANC 3D, their report has already been accepted, those
changes. Do we have anyone who is here, organizations or
per sons who are here i n support, organi zati ons or persons who
are here in opposition, organi zati ons or persons who are here
undecl ar ed?

Typically, we don't give a closing, Ms. Batties,

but we'll give you a closing.
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11
M5. BATTIES: Thank you. And in ny closing, |

just want to reiterate, respectfully reiterate our original
request for energency rule-making for the proposed text
amendnent .

The Zoning Conmmission, as you know, has the
di scretion to adopt regul ati ons on an energency basis where
it determnes that there is an imediate interest in the
District to do so. The Zoning Comm ssion has previously
determ ned that ani mal care uses and ani mal service uses are
critically inportant to District residents.

In the notice, the public hearing notice for
Zoni ng Comm ssion case 05-21, the Comm ssion noted that the
t hreat of reducing the nunber of dog daycare centers in the
comrercial districts would cause quote unquote, "public
har dshi p and i nconveni ence, and potentially i npact the safety
i f owners cannot find a place to board their dogs.” On that
basi s, the Zoni ng Conmi ssi on adopt ed proposed text anendnents
on an energency basis.

If the I ack of aninmal care uses caused concern in
2005, there should be equal if not greater concern given the
significant growth in the human and pet population in the
District over the past 13 years as Josh has already noted.

W have renters, 40 percent of renters owning
pets. The District has a significantly lower ratio of

households to veterinary hospitals when conpared to other
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mar ket s.

Much of the growth, devel opnent, and popul ation
in the District over the last 13 years has been al ong m xed
use corridors, but as the map indicates, nost of the m xed
use corridors don't have veterinary hospitals.

So the Comm ssion's concern about the |ack of
animal facilities causing public hardship and i nconveni ence,
and potentially inpacting public safety is still an issue,
and given the 2005 precedent that's been set by the Zoning
Comm ssion, we respectfully seek your approval of the
proposed text anmendnent on an energency basis. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Thank you. Ckay, anything el se,
Commi ssi oners? Okay, you' ve heard the request, the request
as well as putting this on an energency, as well as the
approval . Wat is your pleasure?

VICECHAIR M LLER. M. Chairman, | think the case
has been made and | would nove that the Zoni ng Comm ssion
take - isit, for the pernmanent action, is it one vote or two
vot es?

M5. HANOUSEK: It's going to be two votes.

VICE CHAIR M LLER Two votes for the permnent,
okay. So | would nove that the Zoning Commi ssion take
ener gency acti on and proposed permanent acti on on case nunber
18- 02, veterinary hospitals and veterinary boarding

hospitals, and ask for a second.
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COW SSI ONER SHAPI RO Second.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Okay, it's been noved and properly
seconded. Any further discussion?

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL: M. Chair?

CHAI RMVAN HOOD:  Yes?

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: | just want to note that
the |l anguage of ANC 3D is incorporated into the Ofice of
Pl anning report, and that's the |anguage | think we want.
The | anguage in the public hearing notice is different, so
| think it's the Ofice of Planning |anguage that we're
| ooki ng at.

VICE CHAIR MLLER: That's correct. That was -
| meant to say that as part of ny notion. Thank you for
mentioning that, and the applicant accepted that -

CHAI RVAN HOOD:  Ri ght .

VICE CHAIR M LLER. - 3D | anguage, so thank you

very much for bringing that up.

CHAI RMAN HOOD:  Any further discussion? All in
favor?

PARTI Cl PANTS: Aye.

CHAI RMAN HOOD: Any opposition? Not hearing any,
Ms. Hanousek, would you record the vote?

M5. HANOUSEK: The Zoni ng Commi ssi on t ook proposed
action and energency action in case 18-02 on the notion of

Vice Chairman MIler as seconded by Conm ssioner Shapiro,
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wth avote of 4-0-1 with Hood, M Il er, Shapiro, and Turnbull

to approve, May not present and not voti ng.

CHAI RVAN HOQOD: Ckay, thank you, M. Hanousek.
Ms. Hanousek, do we have anything el se before us tonight?

MS. HANOUSEK: No, we don't.

CHAI RVAN HOOD: Ckay, | want to thank everyone for
their participation. This hearing is adjourned.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went of f t he

record at 7:02 p.m)
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